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Dvent is that Time which the Church 

has ſet apart by way of Preparation tor 

the Nativity of Chrift, and wherein ſhe ex- 
horts her Children to diſpoſe themſe ves by 
more than ordinary Acts of Piety and Devo- 
| tion to commemorate that great Blefling. It 
begins on the Sunday which is nearelt the 
Feaſt of St. Andrew, whether before or after, 
and continues till Chriſtmas. The Sundays 
which are within this ſpace of Time are called 
the Sundays of Advent, As the Church would 
have us, during this Time, prepare ourſelves 
worthily to celebrate the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt, 
it is plain that her Intention is that we ſhould, 
in a more than uſual Retirement from Plea- 
ſures and Diverſions, apply ourſelves to Pray- 
er, Reading, and Conſideration of the great and 
ſerious Truths of Religion, and thereby diſpoſe 
A2 curſelves 
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ourſelves to meet Feſus Chrifl in his Nativity. 
We are to conſider ſeriouſly our many Miſe- 
ries, our great Weakneſſes, and our manifold 
Sins and Tranſgreſſions, from whence e may 
ice and acknowledge the great Want we are 
in of Teſus Chriſt to be a Saviour to us, The 
ſerious and devout Chriſtian will hereby find 
himſelf ſtired up to long and ſigh for Jeſus 
C/ri/t, as the Holy Patriarchs and Prophets did, 
and to ſay with holy Jacob [ will expect thy 
Salvation, O Lord, Gen. vi. 49. and with the 
Prophets Ifaias and Aggai, May the, Deſired of 
all Nt ans come! Send O Lord, the Lamb, the 
Lord of all the Earth, that Iniquity may no longer 
prevail. Iſaias vi. 16. Aggai vi. 1. Theſe are 
the pious Sentiments the Church deſires to in- 
ſpire her Children with at this holy Time, and 
to join with her in her earneſt Wiſhes for the 
coming of Jus Chrift, and which ſhe daily 
repeats in her divine Ofice. Rorate Cæli de- 
ſuper : Dew down ye Heavens from above, and 
may the Clouds rain the Fuſt and Holy One ! May 
the Earth le open'd. and ſpring forth the Saviour “ 
Theſe her fervent Wiſhes and Deſires ſhe more 


amply and with moſt devout Energy expreſſes in 


the great O's or ſolemn Antiphons which are 
ſung or ſaid entirely before and after the Magni- 
i at at Veſpers ſrom the 17th of December till 
Chriſtmas Eve. They are called the great O's, 
becauſe they begin with that Letter. I hey are 
ſeven in Numher, and repreſent likewiſe the ſe- 


venfold Graces of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
wonderfully 
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wonderfully appear in our Saviour's coming in 
the Fleſh to free us from the manifold Miſeries 
Mankind labour'd under, whereby we ſtood in 
need of a Doc lor or Preacher to inform our Ig- 
norance, of a Redeemer to ſave us, a Deliver- 
er to free us from the Slavery of the Devil: A 
Guide to lead us in the Paths of Righteouſneſs ; 
a Light to illuminate our ſpiritual Darkneſs: 
A Saviour to conduct from this Place of Ba- 
niſhment, into their heavenly Country, not only 
the Gentiles as mentioned in the ſixth Antiphon, 
but alſo the eto, as in the ſeventh. Hence in 
the firſt Antiphon Chri/t is ſtiled WMiſdom, be- 
cauſe he came in the Spirit of Divine Miſdom. 
In the ſecond he is called Alonni, the Name 
which God ſhew'd to Maſes when he gave the 
Law, and is here fitly applied to Chri/t, who 
came to redeem us in the Spirit of Under/fand- 
ing. In the third Antiphon Chriſt is called 
the Root of Feſſe, a ſign to the People, 1. e. in 
the ſign of the Croſs, and as coming to deliver 
us in the Spirit of Coe. In the fourth he 
is named the Key of Dꝛivid who opens Heaven, 
and ſhuts the Gates of Hell in the Spirit of 
Fortitude, In the fifth he is ſaid to be the 
Orient, a Day ſpringing trom on high who 
illuminates us with the Spirit of Knowledgpe. 
In the fixth Antiphon he is ſtiled King of the 
Erntiles and Corner Stone, who governs all his 
faithful Subjects by the Spirit of Piety. In the 
ſeventh he is call'd Emanuel, or God with us, 
infuſing into our Minds the Fear of the Lord. 

| a3 Theſe 
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Theſe Antiphons are alſo very expreſſive of 
the Deſires of a Devout Soul ſighing to be 
ireed from Sin and the Miſeries of this Life, 
and are a very proper Entertainment for thoſe 
pious Chriſtians who deſire to regulate their 
private Devotions by the Spirit of the Church, 
and aftord excellent matter for their devout 
Meditations during this holy Seaſon, which was 
anciently eſteemed and called the Lent before 
Chriſimas, as that from Aſb MWedreſday the 
Lent beiore Eaſter ; and as this is of Apoſtoli- 
cal Inſtitution, ſo the obſervance of Advent is 
of early Date in the Church, and was obſerved 
as a Time peculiarly dedicated to the Exerciſes 
of Piety and Devotion, and wherein the Faith- 
ful were accuſtomed to join Faſting to their 
Prayers, 2s appears by the Canons of ſeveral 
ancient Councils, particularly the ſecond Coun- 
cil of Tours, in the Year 567, the firſt Council 
of Magon in France 581. St. Gregory of Tours 
jpeak.ng of the Faſts which were obſerved in 
his Church according to the Regulation of 
Saint Perpetuus Arch- biſhop of Tours, ſays they 
faſted three Times in the Weck from the Feaſt 
of St. Martin till Chriſtmas; and the above- 
named Council of Hagen, can 9. orders all 
the Faithful to faſt three times from the Feaſt 
of St. Murtin till the Nativity, and that Maſs 
mould be celebrated as in Lent, by which it 
ſeems that in ſome Places Advent began from 
the Feaſt of St. Martin, in other Places from 
the beginning of December, which is now the 
general 
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general Cuſtom, the Church having fix d the 
beginning of Advent at the Sunday neareſt to 
the Feaſt of Saint Andrav. Se: mere of this 
in the learned Father 'Thomaſtin's Treatiſe of 
the Feaſts of the Church, Lib. 2. Cap. 4. 
From. what has been ſaid it ſufficiently ap- 
pom that the Obſervance of Advent is of long 

anding; and that it was in the primitive 
Times obſerved, like Lent, with frequent Faft 
ing and pious Exereiſes. And tho' the Obſer- 
vance of it as a Faſt was never made a general 
and univerſal Obligation, as Lent is, vet it ts 
evident from the Nature of its Inſtitution, that 
being deſigned as a Time for Chriſtians to pre- 
pare themſelves tor celebrating the great Feſti- 
val of Cbriſtmas, it ought as ſuch to be obſerv- 
ed according to the Spirit and Intention of the 
Church. During this holy Seaſon, all extra- 
ordinary Diverſions, Balls, Comedies, Feaſt- 
ing, and Pleaſures, ought to be laid aſide as 
oppoſite to that Spirit of Temperance, Morti- 
fication, and Self-denial taught by the Goſpel, 
and recommended by the Church, particularly 
at this Time. 

A good Chriſtian, ſenſible of the Mercy of 
God in the Redemption of Mankind, and of 
the great Bleſſing of Cs Nativity, will ſpend 
this holy Seaſon in Retirement. Praver, holy 
Reading, hearing the Word of God, and fre- 
quent duly the Offices of the Church, that fo 
he may duly prepare himfe!f to ſhare in the 
Bleſſings of the approaching S emnity. To 
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help and aſſiſt, in ſome Meaſure, ſuch, is the 
Deſign of the following moral Reflections on 
the Goſpels for the Sundays of Advent, and for 
Chriſtmas. Wherein many important and prac- 
tical Truths of the Goſpel are offer'd to our 
Conſideration, and may prove a Help to our 
Devotion during this. ſerious and holy Time. 
With this View they are publiſhed, and are 
ſincerely ſubmitted to the Judgment and Cen- 
ſure of the Catholick Church, and of my Su- 


periors, by, | 


P. B. O. S. F. A. D. 1755. 
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CHRISTIAN ADVENT. 


Firſt SUNDAY of Advent. 


G OSPEL, St. Luke xxi. 25. 
/ \ and upon the Earth Diſtreſs of Nati- 

ons, by Reaſon of the Confuſion of 
the roaring of the Sea and of the Waves. 26. 
Men withering away for Fear, and Expecta- 
tion of what ſhall come upon the whole 
World. For the Powers of Heaven ſhall be 
moved. 27. And then they ſhall ſee the Son 
of Man coming in a Cloud with'great Power 
and Majeſty. 28. But when theſe Things 
begin to come to paſs, look up and lift up 
your Heads ; becauſe your Redemption is at 
Hand. 29. And he ſpoke to them a Similitude: 


See the Fig-tree and all the Trees. 30. When 
A 5 they 


N D there ſhall be Signs in the Sun, 
and in the Moon, and in the Stars : 
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they now ſhoot forth their Fruits, you know 
that Summer is nigh. 31. So you allo when 
you ſhall ſee theſe Things come to paſs, know 
that the Kingdom of God is at hand. 32. 
Amen, {ſay to you, this Generation ſhall not 
paſs away till al! Things be fulfilled. 33. 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but my 
Words ſhall not paſs away. 


CTEFLECTIONS. 
Entring upon this ſolemn and holy Scaſon 


of Advent, and hearing or reading this Por- 
tion of Scripture for the Goſpel of this Sun- 
day, we may eaſily comprehend the Deſign 
of our holy Mother the Church therein. Ad- 
dent is a Time deſtined for Chriſtians de- 
voutly to prepare themſelves for the approach- 
ing Solemnity of Cbriſimas, or our bleſſed 
Saviour's firſt Coming in the Fleſh, For this, 
is now laid before us, and offered to our Con- 
ſideration, the awful Defcription he himſelf 
gives of his ſecond Coming to Judgment. It 
would be a Miſtake to imagine, that the ſe- 
cond Appearance of Chrift in Glory and Ma- 
jetty has no Relation to his firſt Coming in 
Humility and Poverty. There 1s a great Con- 
nexion between them: and unleſs we endea- 
vour to live ſo, as to be prepared to meet him 
at his ſecond Coming to Judgment, it is to 
be apprehendedamerhall not be able to cele- 
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brate, as we ought, his firſt Appearance at 
his Nativity. To 3 that wonderful In- 
ſtance of divine Goodneſs and Mercy in his 
holy and humble Birth, may put us upon fe. 
rious Endeavours to reap the Benefit deſignes 
for us by it, which will be the greateit avant 
and only Security we can have when ſum— 
moned to appear before his great I ribuna!, 
the Terrors of which, at this ime, are pro- 
poſed for the Subject of our ſerious Thon the s. 
that, being ſtruck with a wholcſome Fear of 
his Judgments, we may more ſcriouſly labout 
to experience the Sweets of his Mercy. 

Our bleſſed Lord, ſpeaking of the "I'errors 
of this his ſecond Coming, ſays, they ſhal! 
be ſo great that Men ſhall wither away wih 
Fear and Expectation. They ſhall then tee 
the Sign of the Son of Man, the Cross of 
Chriſt carried before him, darting a thouſand 
Rays of Glory, which will fill the Hearts 
of the juſt and pious Chriſtians with ineſfable 
Joy and Conſolation, but will pierce the 
wicked with inconceivable Horror and Con- 
fuſion. Thoſe who now deride the facre( 
Croſs of Chriſt, and are Enemies to it, will 
not then be able to ſupport the Sight of that 


glorious Inſtrument of our Redemption. Then 


Hearts will wither away through Fear 8 
Dread of what they then will tee ready 
fail upon them. The Angel ſha! found — 


dreadfu} Trumpet, and with that aw:ul Voice, 
A: ije 
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Ariſe ye dead, and come to Fudgment, ſhall ſum- 
mons all Mankind to appear before the Throre 
of Ged. Then will the ſovereign Judge of 
all the World go to his Judgment Seat at- 
tended by ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
Angels and bleſſed Spirits, who will wait 
upon him as ſo many Miniſters to execute 
his Commands; who will order them to ſepa- 
rate the wicked from the juſt; to place theſe 
on his Right-hand, and thoſe on his Left. 
O! What Tongue can expreſs, or Pen de- 


ſcribe, that Horror. and Confuſion the wicked 


will then be in, te ſee themſelves placed on 
the Left hand, a ſure Sign of that ſad Doom 
they muſt undergo! In vain will they call 
upon the Rocks to fall upon them, or the 
Mountains to cover them. Fhere they muſt 
ſt:nd and wait the terrible, but juſt Sen- 
tence which will baniſh them from the Pre- 
ſence of God for ever, and condemn them 
to eternal Flames in Hell. On the other 
Hand, the juft with an inconceivable Joy 
will wait on Chriſt's Right-hand, from him to 
hear that truly comfortable Sentence, which 
will be a publick Approbation of them before 
the whole World, and invite them to the 
Poſſeſſion of everlaſting Bliſs. 

This laſt Judgment will be general and u- 


niverſal. It will include all Mankind. None 


can, or will be able to plead an Exemption 
from it. The mightieſt Monarch muſt ſub- 
mit to it, as well as the pooreſt Bepgar; the 
greateſt 
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greateſt Prince equally with the meaneſt Ser- 
vant. There will be no Diſtinction of Per- 
ſons. Every one muſt appear at this grand 
Tribunal, and give a ſtrict Account of all 
bis Thoughts, Words, and Actions, every 
one of which will be weighed in the Ballance 
of the Sanctuary; every one will be called 
upon to ſhew how he has diſcharged the Ob- 
ligations of that Station he held in the 
World: there be will be examined what 
good Works he has done, aud muſt anſwer 
for all the Omiſſions of his Duty, and for 
not making a right Uſe of thoſe Means which 
were given him to work out his Salvation. 
Nothing will be able at this great Court of 
Judicature to bear the Teſt, but Virtue and 
Piery. Every one will be judged and rewarded 
according to his Works. Thus will the 


this ſolemn Cloſe of all Things, Mercy and 


: 
a 
| whole Creation be finally difpoſed, and, in 
5 Juſtice will divide the World. This will be 


the Concluſion of that laſt and dreadful Day, 
the Terrors of which are now laid before us, 
that the Thoughts of them may have a pro- 
per Influence on our Conduct, and make us, 
careful how we live. Let none, therefore, 
deceive themſelves, or permit the Enemy of 
their Souls to impoſe upon them with illuſo- 
ry and miſtaken Notions. Sinners may now 
laugh at theſe ſerious Truths; they may 
vainly imagine theſe Things to be afar off, 
and themſelves little concerned in them; but 
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let them know, that this great and ſolemn 
Day may be nearer than they are willing to 
believe, and that when it does come, they 
will find themſelves deeply concerned, and 
to have a large Share in the Tranſactions 
here mentioned, It is therefore Kindneſs to 
them to put them in mind of the Day of 
Judgment, that being ſtruck with a wholeſome 
Fear for their dear-lov'd ſelves, they may be 
| — to Repentance and Amendment of 

ife 

But not only to Sinners, but likewiſe to the 
juſt, the pious and good Chriſtians, Chrift's 
ſecond Coming to Judgment is rightly now 
propoſed to their ſerious Reflection, that con- 
ſidering the inexpreſſible Happineſs, the Glory 
of Heaven, which will then be conferred upon 
ſuch pious and good Chriſtians, they may be 
incouraged to go on with Zeal and Fervor 
in the Service of God, and by a final Perſe- 
verance, obtain the Owns of eternal Life, 
The frequent Conſideration of the incompa- 
rable Rewards God has promiſed, and Jaid 
up for thoſe who love and ſerve him, will be 


a great Alleviation of all the Croſſes, Suffe- 


rings and Difficulties of this Life. To con- 
template the wonderful Love and Goodneſs 
of God to Mankind, in ſending his beloved 
Son into the World, that the World might 
be faved by him, as it muſt fill the Souls of 
good Chrittianz with Joy and Comfort, ſo it 
will be a powerful Motive to ftir them to 
care- 
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careful Endeavours that they may not, by 
their own Fault, deprive themſelves of the 
Mercies deſigned them by the Birth of Chrift, 
or his firſt Coming into the World; and that 
thereby they may truly find him a Jefus, a 
Saviour to them at his ſecond Coming to 
judge the World. This being alſo the De- 
ſign of the Church by the Goſpel of this 
Sunday, let us enter into her Sentiments, and 
make a proper Uſe of the preſent holy Sea- 
fon, which may be truly called an acceptable 
Time, a Day of Salvation, 2. Cor. vi. 2. How 
unhappy then muſt thoſe careleſs and negh- 
gent Chriſtians be, who, regardleſs of their 
greateſt Intereſt, as well as of their Duty, 
think little, or not at all, of theſe ſerious 
and important Points? Such, alas! will 
find their dreadful Miſtake, when it may be 
too late to correct it, and by lighting and 
making an ill Uſe of the Mercies of God, 
deſervedly ſuffer the Rigour of his Juſtice. 


' ASPIRATIONS 
' 
J 


O Great and glorious Saviour of the World, 
thou ſovereign Judge of all Mankind! I be- 
leive that thou wilt come at the laſt Day to 


Judge every one according to their Works. 


O my God! where ſba!l I hide myſelf from 
the Face of thy Wrath? I tremble at the 
dight of my Iniquities: condemn me not 
when thou comeſt to Judgment. — 

ou 
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let them know, that this great and ſolemn 
Day may be nearer than they are willing to 
believe, and that when it does come, they 
will find themſelves deeply concerned, and 
to have a large Share in the Tranſactions 
here mentioned. It is therefore Kindneſs to 
them to put them in mind of the Day of 
Judgment, that being ſtruck with a wholeſome 
Fear for their dear-lov'd ſelves, they may be 
moved to Repentance and Amendment of 
Life. 

But not only to Sinners, but likewiſe to the 
juſt, the pious and good Chriſtians, Chrift's 
ſecond Coming to Judgment is rightly now 
propoſed to their ſerious Reflection, that con- 
fidering the inexpreſſible Happineſs, the Glory 
of Heaven, which will then be conferred upon 
ſuch pious and good Chriſtians, they may be 
incouraged to go on with Zeal and Fervor 
in the Service of God, and by a final Perſe- 
verance, obtain the Crown of eternal Life, 
The frequent Conſideration of the incompa- 
rable Rewards God has promiſed, and laid 
up for thoſe who love and ſerve him, will be 
a great Alleviation of all the Croſſes, Suffe- 
rings and Difficulties of this Life. To con- 
template the wonderful Love and Goodneſs 
of God to Mankind, in ſending his beloved 
Son into the World, that the World might 
be faved by him, as it muſt fill the Souls of 
good Chrittians with Joy and Comfort, ſo it 
will be a powerful Motive to ftir them to 
care- 
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careful Endeavours that they may not, by 
their own Fault, deprive themſelves of the 
Mercies deſigned them by the Birth of Chrift, 
or his firſt Coming into the World; and that 
thereby they may truly find him a Jefus, a 
Saviour to them at his ſecond Coming to 
judge the World. This being alſo the De- 
ſign of the Church by the Gofpel of this 
Sunday, let us enter into her Sentiments, and 
make a proper Uſe of the preſent holy Sea- 
ſon, which may be truly called an acceptable 
Time, a Day of Salvation, 2. Cor. vi. 2. How 
unhappy then muſt thoſe careleſs and negh- 
gent Chriſtians be, who, regardleſs of their 
greateſt Intereſt, as well as of their Duty, 
think little, or not at all, of theſe ſerious 
and important Points? Such, alas! will 
find their dreadful Miſtake, when it may be 
too late to correct it, and by lighting and 
making an ill Uſe of the Mercies of God, 
deſervedly ſuffer the Rigour of his Juſtice. 


ASPIRATIONS 


O Great and glorious Saviour of the World, 
thou ſovereign Judge of all Mankind! I be- 
leive that thou wilt come at the laſt Day to 
Judge every one according to their Works. 
O my God! where ſba'! I hide myſelf from 
the Face of thy Wrath? I tremble at the 
dight of my Iniquities: condemn me not 
when thou comeſt to Judgment. _— 

ou 
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Soul with a wholeſome Fear of thy Judgments, 
and may the Terrors of the laſt Day be ever 
before my Eyes, and ſerve as a Bridle to re- 
ſtrain me from ſinning againſt thee! Nothing 
can make me fear at that Time but Sin; 
and ſhall I wilfully commitit? O rather may 
I ſuffer all the Hardſhips and Miſeries of this 
Life, than, by offending thee, my God, in- 
cur wy Diſpleaſure, and be condemned by 
thee ! 

Dear Redeemer of Mankind, who in thy 
holy and humble Birth didſt come in Mercy 
to ſave the World! Grant that I may find 
Mercy at. thy Hands, when thou comeſt to 
judge the World. Now thou doſt graciouſly 
offer Mercy to every one. I deſire, O my 
God! I defire to ſhare in it: and thy Grace 
aſſiſting me, it ſhall be my Care to prepare 
myſelf for that great and folemn Day. Now 
I will endeavour to have my Accounts ready. 
Now I will judge and condemn myſelf here, 
that I may not be condemned at the Tribu- 
nal of thy Juſtice hereafter. 
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WEDNESDAY 
In the firſt Week of Advent. 


The GOSPEL. St. Luke xxi. 25. 
A N D there ſhall be Signs in the Sun and in 


the Moon, and in the Stars ; and upon the 
Earth Diſtreſs of Nations, by reaſon of the 


Conſuſion of the roaring of the Sea and of 


the Waters. 26. Men withering away fer 
Fear, and Expectation of what ſhall come up- 
on the whole World. For the Powers of Hea- 
ven ſha'l he moved. 27. And then they ſhall 


' ſee the Son of Man coming in a Cloud with 


great Power and Majeſty. 28. But when 


2 theſe Things begin to come to pals, look up 


and lift up your Heads : Becauſe your Redemp- 
tion is at Hand. 29. And he ſpoke to them 2 


! Similitude: See the Fig-Tree and all the Trees. 


30. When they now ſhoot forth their Fruits, 
you know that Summer is nigh. 31. So you 


| alſo when you ſhall ſee theſe Things come to 
: paſs, know that the Kingdom of God is at 


Hand, 32. Amen, I fay unto you, this Gene- 
ration ſhall not paſs away till all Things be 
fulfilled. 33. Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs 


away, but my Words ſhall not paſs away. 
REFLEC- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


As the Goſpel of the foregoing Sunday is 
read in the Church every Day this Week, ſo 
the ſame Goſpel will afford us ſufficient Mat- 
ter for our pious Reflections this Day. We 
may profitably entertain our Thoughts on the 
fame ſerious and intereſting Subject, Chriff's 
ſecond Coming, or his Appearance at the laſt 
Day. The particular Circumſtances of which 
juſtly deſerve our moſt ſerious Attention, Let 
us therefore conſider that 70% Chriſt, the So- 
vereign Judge of all, being ſeated on his 
Throne of Majeſty, and all Nations of the 
Earth being gather'd before him, he will begin 
the Examination of that great Day, and all 
our Thoughts, Words, and Actions will be 


will our Actions then appear to what they 


brought to Light, nor even our private I houghts 


every one. Then all thoſe flagitious Crimes, 
which here go unpuniſhed for want of being 
known, or ſufficiently prov'd, will be openly 
detected, to the eternal Shame and Confuſion 


brought to a publick Trial. So ſtrict will this 
Examination be, as no Circumſtances will be 
omitted, or paſs'd over. How widely different 


now do! Then all our ſecret Deſigns will be 


eſcape. Then all the dark Plots and Machi- 
nations of contriving politick Worldlings will | 
be made publick, and what they now ſo 
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of thoſe-who committed them. How will the 
© haughty Pride and Ambition of the Great ones 


of this World then be humbled ! How will 
the imperious cruel Tyrant ſhake then with 
Fear] How will all Scoffers at, and Deriders 
of God and Religion quake with Dread aunt 
and Apprehenſion | It will be truly a terrible 
Thing for Sinners thus to fall into the Hands 
of the living God. 

Then l. keuiſe all the good Actions of the 
Juſt, all their Private Alms, their ſecret Mor- 
tifications and Self-denials known at preſent 
; only to God, will be openly publiſhed to their 
| Honour and Glory y, and the Confuſion of thoſe 
who here ſcorn'd and derided them. Then 
the Patience of the Righteous, and their hum- 


ble Sufferings with Reſignation to the Will of 


God, will be abundantly recompens'd, At 
where every one will be 
duly rewarded, the Poor, the Miſerable and 


! Aﬀicted, thoſe who were ſo in this World, 


will then find their Poverty, Mifery and Afflic- 


tion to have been the happy Means by which 
the gracious and loving Providence of God 


. diſpos'd and fitted them for that Huppinefs 
and Bli's to which they will then be invited. 
Happy Croſſes which brings us to a Crown! 


Happy Poverty, which ſccures to us eternal 


Riches | Happy Afflictions which conduct us 
to <4 57" 3 and Joy! Take Cou- 
rage, all ye Poor, who here mourn under 


Want and Indigence ! you, whoſe Lives are 
pals'd 
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paſs'd over here in Toil and hard Labour, con- 
temn'd, deſpis'd, and often opprefs'd and in- 
jur'd by the Proud and Rich! Comfort your- 
ſelves with the Hopes of terminating all your 
Labour by never-ending Reſt in the glorious | 
Kingdom of Heaven, which will be moft 
aſſuredly beſtow'd upon you if you are not 
wanting to yourſelves. By Patience and Sub- 
miſſion to the Will of God, all your Labours 
and Hardſhips may be ſanctified. By practi- 
cal Piety, and ſerving God, you will render [ 
your Salvation ſafe and ſecure. | 
The Great Examination being over, then 
will the Sovereign and upright Judge proceed | 


to paſs a final irrevocable Sentence upon every | 
| 


one: On thoſe who ſtand on his Right, 2 
and on thoſe who are plac'd on his Left Hand. 
To the former he will turn with a ſweet and 
gracious Countenance, and ſay to them: Come 
ye Bleſſed of my Father, receive the Kingdom © 
prepar'd for you from the Foundation of the 
World. St. Matt. xxv. 34. O the Joys their 
Souls ſhall feel when thoſe gracious Words are 
fpoken to them! Joys, which the Heart of 
Man cannot conceive ! Joys which the Tongues : 
of Angels cannot expreſs! Come ye Bl: Jad. 
Happy Call, which thus invites them to ever- 
laſting Bliss! Come from all the Miſeries and F 
Cares you have Jabour'd under in the World, | ; 
that Valley of Tears; come to a Place of 
everlaſting Joy and Refreſhmens. But, at the / 
fame Time, with what dejected Looks and 
wembling ö 
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' trembling Hearts ſhall the Wicked wait for 
their ſad and dreadful Sentence! O ! what will 
they do, when the Judge, with a Voice and 
Countenance more terrible than Thunder, 
' ſhall thus condemn them to everlaſting Woes ! 
* Depart from me you Curſed into everlaſting Fire, 
* which was prepar'd for the Devil and his Angels. 
St. Matt. xxv, 41, What Horror! What 
* Anguiſh and Amazement will then fill and 
: overwhelm them, when they hear this dread- 
ful Sentence pronounc'd upon them ! How will 
they vainly accuſe themſelves, and in Rage 
and Deſpair curſe their own Folly when it is 
too late! Here we may obſerve the Order of 
* theſe different Sentences. How Chri/? firſt 
| furns to the Juſt on his Right-Hand, and in- 
* vites them to Heaven and Happineſs. This 
| will be a very great Addition to the Confuſion 
of the Wicked, when they ſhall behold thoſe, 
whom they heretofore ſcorn'd and contemn'd, 
now ſo far exalted above them, and invited to 
eternal Happineſs, while themſelves are con- 
demn'd to the dreadful Flames of Hell for ever. 
This Confuſion is elegantly, and with won- 
! derful and inſtructive Emphaſis deſcrib'd by the 
wiſe Man: Theſe (that is the Wicked) ſeeing 
it ſhall be troubled with terrible Fear, and ſhall 
be amaz'd at the Suddenneſs of their unexpected 
Salvation, ſaying within themſelves, repenting, 
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their Life Madneſs, and their End without Ho- 
nour, Behold haw are they number'd among the 
Children of God, and their Lot is among the 
Saints. Me therefore have erred from the Way 
of Truth, and the Light of Fuſtice hath not 
hin'd unto us, and the Sun of Underflanding 
hath not riſen upon us. We wearied aurſelves in 
the May of Iniquity aud Deſtruttion, and have 
walk'd through bad Ways, but the Way of the 
Lord we have nol known, What has Pride pro- 

ted us ? or what Advantage has boaſting of our 
Riches brought us? Wild. v. 1. &c. From theſe 
Circumſtances of the laſt and general Judgment 
let us learn our Duty, and our Intereſt too, 
that now while we have Time and Means, we 
may prepare ourſelves by the daily Exerciſes of 
a virtuous and pious Life, that we may then 


be happily freed from all this Terror and Con- 
fuſion, and have our Lot among the Saints of 


God. 
ASPIRATIONS. 


Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal Death in 
that dreadful Day when the Heavens and Earth 
ſhall be moved, when thou ſhalt come to 
judge the World by Fire: I tremble and am 
ſore afraid, when the Examination ſhall come, 
and thy future Wrath at that Day, the Day 
of Anger, and Calamity and Miſery, that great 
and dreadful Day, when thou ſhalt come to 


judge the World by Fire. Ex Off. Def. 
* F 6 Lord 
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O Lord! O God! O moſt juſt Judge, and 


„ Father alſo of Mercies ! If thou wilt be extream 
„ and ſtrict to mark what I have done amiſs, 
* I can never ſuſtain it. But as thou art no leſs 
+ | Merciful than Juſt, I fly from the Bar of thy 
g © Juſtice to the Seat of thy Mercy. Do not 
„ reject me, deareſt Lord! But ſhew Mercy 
Js to me. Thou deſireſt all Men may be ſav'd, 
> and therefore will I hope to be happy with 
„ © thee. May my happy Lot be among thy Saints, 
„ and call me at the laſt Day to the Pofeion of 
ſe | thy Kingdom. Place me at thy Right-Hand, 
nt and ſay to my Soul, Fear not, I am thy Sal- 

* vation, This is the Deſire of my Heart, which 
ve | ſeeks for nothing but the Poſſeſſion of thee my 
of God, its only and laſt End. Nothing can 
en | hinder this but my Sins, which provoke thy 
n- _ Juſtice: But O may thy Mercy pardon thoſe 
of Sins, and fo purify my Soul by the ſacred 

' Merits of my dear Redeemer, as I may be 

| judg'd worthy of that everlaſting Kingdom 
which thou haſt prepar'd for thoſe who love 
and ſerve thee, 
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In the firſt Week of Advent. 


The GOSPEL. St. Luke xxi. 25. 


AND there ſhall be Signs in the Sun and 
in the Moon, and in the Stars: and upon 
the Earth Diſtreſs of Nations, by reaſon of the : 
Confuſion of the roaring of the Sea, and of 
the Waters. 26. Men withering away for 
Fear and Expectation of what ſhall come upon 
the whole World. For the Powers of Hea- 
ven ſhall be moved. 27. And then they ſhall _ 
ſee the Son of Man coming in a Cloud with 
reat Power and Majeſty. 28. But when theſe 
Things begin to come to paſs, look up and 
lift up your Heads: Becauſe your Redemption 
is at Hand. 29. And he ſpoke to them a 
Similitude ; See the Fig- tree and all the Trees. 
30. When they now ſhoot forth their Fruits, 
ou know that Summer is nigh. 31. So you alſo 
when you ſhall ſee theſe Things come to paſs, 
know that the Kingdom of God is at Hand. 
2. Amen, I ſay unto you, this Generation 
hall not paſs away till all Things be fulfilled. | 
33 Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but 
my Words ſhall not paſs away. | 
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REFLECTIONS. 


From the account of the Day of Judgment 


F given by our B, Saviour in this Goſpel, and 
from the Circumſtances of it, and of that Ac- 


— 
4 
f 


count every one muſt then give of himſelf, as 


laid before us in the preceding Leſſons, we may 
d _ eaſily ſee, and ought ſeriouſly to reflect on the 
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Importance of duly preparing ourſelves for it. 


1e To read, or hear of the Day of Judgment and 


of 
or 
on 
a- 
all 


es. 
its, 
alſo 
als, 
nd. 
tion 


led. 


but 


C- demonſtrate the Neceſſity of preparing our- 
; | B {elves 


1 


the particular Circumſtances of that univerſal 


Audit, and to think little or nothing of pre- 


paring for it, is to deceive ourſelves in a matter 


of the higheſt Concern, the Conſequences of 


which may be fatal to us. The Neceſſity there- - 
fore of this Preparation, and in what manner it is 
to be done will be a proper Subject for our 
Reflections, and an inſtructive Leſſon for us 


: 
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this Day. Jeſus Chriſt having deſcrib'd the 
Terrors and Proceedings of the laſt Day, bids 
us watch for its coming. He bids us look 
well to ourſelves that we may not be ſurpriz'd 
on a Sudden, nor be found unprepared. Watch 
therefore at all times, ſays he, praying that you 
may be counted worthy to eſcape all theſe Things 
that are to come, and to ſtaud before the Sin of 
Man, St. Luke xxi. 36. And to excite us to 
greater Diligence he aſſures us, that he will 


* come at an Hour, we think not of, Does not 


this Aſſertion of our divine Maſter ſufficiently 
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ſclves for his coming? If the Advantage, or Loſs 
of any thing prompts us to Care about ſuc- 
ceeding in it: If in. proportion to the greater 
Advantage by ſucceeding, or greater Damage 
by not ſucceeding, we uſe greater Care and 
Diligence, how diligent, how ſedulous, and 
induſtrious ought all Chriſtians to ſhew them- 
ſelves in a matter wherein their eternal Happi- 
neſs or Miſery is ſo greatly concern'd? If we 
are not duly prepar'd ; if, when call'd upon, 
our Accounts are not ready, we muſt expect 
to be treated as ſlothful and wicked Servants. 
This certainly deſerves our ſerious Confidera- 
tion; and ought to make us readily follow the 
Apoſtle's Advice, Brethren, labour the more, that 
by geod Works you make ſure your Calling and 
Election, 2 Pet i. 10. Almighty God is mer- 
ciful and good in allowing us Time and 
Opportunity, and as he waits with Patience 
for our Amendment, he expects and deſires we 
ſhould lay hold of and make a good uſe of his 
Mercy and not abuſe it; and it is only the 
Mercy of God which can fave us from the 

Terrors of the laſt Day, and the Severity of his 
Juſtice. 

If theſe Thoughts and Reflections will not 
move us, it muſt be confeſs'd that we are ei- 
ther prodigiouſſy inſenſible, or daringly impi- 
ous. If we do really believe a future State, 
a general Judgment with everlaſting Rewards 
and Puniſhments, and at the ſame time live 
wicked Lives, and wilfully Sin, can any Pu- 
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niſhment be too great for ſuch wilful Folly ? 
no certainly; and the Flames of Hell are no 
more than we deſerve. Perhaps we may flat- 
ter our ſelves, or rather permit the Devil to 


deceive us with falſe Notions of a future or 
*Death-bed Repentance. Alas! If we truſt to that, 


we may find our Folly too late. When we 
come to die, we ought then to be in ſome 

meaſure fitly prepar'd by a good Life paſt. 
The time of dying, and when on a ſick Bed at 


the Point of Death, is a very improper Time 


to begin our Preparation for Death. Then 
it is that we ſhould be ready and diſpos'd that 
we may enter into the Marriage Feaſt. Other- 
wiſe we run an extream Hazard of meeting 
the ſad Fate of the fooliſh Virgins, whoſe 
Lamps being out when the Bridegroom call'd, 
and not having Oil in their Veſſels, but go- 
ing to ſeek for ſome, when they return'd, 
found the Doors ſhut, and were ſent away 
with, I know ye not, St. Matt. xxv. Theſe 
Points duly conſidered will make it evidently 
appear bow much it concerns us and how 
reat a Neceſſity we lye under of preparing 
ourſelves for the Account we mult one Day 
fender to God our ſovereign Lord and Matter, 
Being convinced of the Neceſſity of this 
. let us next conſider how and in 
what manner we are to make it, this is not 
hard or difficult to underſtand. To prepare 
durſelves as we ought, we mult lead virtuous 
ind holy Lives, in the Fear of God, and in 
B 2 the 
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the Obſervance of his holy Commandments. 
Without this in vain we flatter ourſelves with 
being diſpos'd to meet the Son of God at his 
ſecond Coming. We are Chriſtians, and as 
Diſciples of 72 Chri/l, we muſt make 
good this ſacred Character by living as be- 
comes thoſe who call themſelves his Follow- 
ers. Chriſt fays: You are my Friends, that is 
my true Diſciples, if you do the Things that J 
command you. St. John xv. 14. Conſequently 
if we do not keep his Commandments, if we 
live in the Practice of Sin, we do not belong 
to him, and ſhall be in no Condition to ap- 
pear before him. O that Sinners would ſeri- 
ouſly think of this] they would then ſoon diſ- 
cover the dangerous Condition of a ſinful 
worldly Life. Upon how weak and ſandy _ 
a Foundation muſt their hopes of Salvation be 
built, who live according to, and are altoge- 
ther govern'd and directed by the Spirit of 
the World, and pay no Regard to the Rules 
and Maxims of the Goſpel of Chriſt! Every 
one, I believe, wiſhes and deſires to die well, and 
at the Hour of Death to be prepar'd to appear 
before God, but what will ſuch Wiſhes, or 
Deſires avail us, if we take no care to prepare 
ourſelves by a holy and virtuous Life? It is 
therefore no Jeſs our Intereſt, than our Duty, 
to live as becomes Chriſtians; to avoid Sin, 
and to do good, _ Charity unfeign'd, | 
ſhewing itſelf in good Works, be ready to meet 


the Bridegroom when he comes; nor will our 
Labour 
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Labour or Care be in vain, we ſhall then meet 
with an abundant Recompence, and happily 
find the Haven to be a Reward worth all our 
Pains. Is not the Conſideration of this like- 


wiſe a powerful Motive to make us zealous in 
an Affair of ſo great Importance to us? What 
a Comfort will a well ſpent Life be to us on 
a Death-Bed? How ſhall we then exult and 
' rejoice when our great Maſter ſhall come not 
only to call us to Account, but alſo to reward 
our Fidelity in his Service? The Day paſſes, 


the Evening is drawing on, when the virtuous 


good Chriſtian will be call'd from the Heats 


and Burden of the Day to receive the promis'd 
| Recompence. Let it be therefore our Reſo- 
lution, that, if we have hitherto been unhap- 
| pily, careleſs and negligent, we will now at 
| Jeaſt begin carefully to ſtrive and endeavour. 
Now while we have Time and Opportunity, 


Jet us avoid Evil, and do Good. Let us love 
God above all things, and our Neighbours as 


' ourſelves; and exetciſe ourſelves in Works of 
Charity, according to our Ability, by cloath- 
ing the Naked, feeding the Hungry, and affiſt- 
ing all who are in Want, Chriſt has told us 


that whatever we do of this kind, to the 


Poor and Indigent, we do to him, and he will 
reward us at the laſt Day. 


ASPIRA- 
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ASPIRATIONS. 


O Jeſus, my dear and adorable Saviour, and 
alſo my moſt juſt and upright Judge ! I humbly 
beg the continual Aſſiſtance of thy holy Grace, 
that while Ilive here, I may duly prepare my- 
ſelf for the Hour of my Death, and to appear 
before thee, Preſerve me from all the Snares 
of the Enemy of my Soul, and let me not be 
drawn by him into a falſe Security, or vain 
Hopes ot being prepar'd to ſtand for the laſt Day 
without the neceſſary Preparation of a virtu- 
ous and holy Life. May it be my conſtant 
and daily Buſineſs to love and to ſerve thee; , 
may I daily ftrive to advance in Virtue and 
Perfection, that when thou calleſt, 1 may with 

Comfort appear before thee, and find a Place 
on thy right Hand! When thy Juſtice ſhall 
condemn Sinners to eternal Flames, may thy 
Mercy call me with the Bleſſed to the Poſſeſſion 
of thy Kingdom, that with all thy Saints and 
Elect, I may praiſe and glorify thee for ever and 
ever. Amen, ſweet Jeſus! Amen. 


Second 


two of his Diſciples, 
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Second SUNDAY of Advert. 
GOSPEL, St. Matthew xi. 2. 


OW when John had heard in Pri- 
ſon the Works of Chriſt: ſending 
he ſaid to him; 
3. Art thou he who is to come, or look 
we for another? 4. And Jeſus anſwering 
ſaid to them, go, and relate to Jahn what you 
have heard and ſeen. 5. The Blind fee, the 
Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the 
Deaf hear, the Dead alſo riſe again, the Poor 
have the Goſpel preached to them. 6, And 
blefled is he who ſhall not be ſcandalized in 
me. 7. And when they went away, Jeſus 
began to ſay tothe Multitude concerning Jahn, 
What went you out into the Deſart to ſee, 
a Reed ſhaken by the Wind? 8. But what 
went you out to ſee? A Man cloathed in ſoft 
Garments? Behold they who are cloathed in 
ſoft Garments are in the Houſes of Kings. 9. 
But what went you out to ſee ? A Prophet; 
yea, I tell you, and more than a Prophet. 10. 
For this is he of whom it is written : Behold 
1 ſend my Angel before thy Face, who ſhall 
prepare thy Way before thee. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


The Goſpel of this Sunday affords Subject 
for many ſerious Reflections, and gives us ſe- 
veral important and practical Leſſons very 
ſuitable to the preſent Seaſon. The holy 
Precurſor of Jeſus Chriſt being in Priſon ſent 


two of his Diſciples to our bleſſed Saviour 


to aſk him whether he was the promiſed Meſ- 
ſeas the Jeu expected, or whether they were 
to wait for another? This Meſſage St. John 
fent, not to ſatisfy any Dcubt of his own, 
but to give the Fews an Opportunity of being 
convinced that Chriſt was he whom they had 
ſo long waited for, The Baptift knew, and 
had told the Fews, that Jeſus Chriſt was 
their promiſed Saviour and Redeemer. The 
Miracles our Saviour wrought, and the xa ct 
Accompliſhment of all the Prophecies con- 
cerning him left no Room to doubt in rea- 
ſonable and unprejudiced Minds. But the 7-ws 
were ſo poſſeſſed with Notions of a Miſſias glo- 
rious and powerful according to the World, and 
who ſhould make his Appearance in Pomp 
and Eclat, and with a powerful Hand re- 
ſtore their fallen Monarchy, that neither the 
Teſtimony of St. John, whom they themſelves 
looked upon as a Prophet, nor the Accom- 
pliſhment of what the antient Prophets had fore- 
told of him, nor the wonderful and undeniable 
Miracles of Jeſus Chiift could work upon them, 
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or induce them to acknowledge Chriſt to be 


* their M.ſias; fo obſtinate and perverſe were they. 


. 


In this Obſtinacy of the cus we may ob- 
ſerve the ſad Effects of Stubbornneſs, Pride 
and Prejudice ; how it hinders thoſe who give 
way to theſe Paſſions from arriving at the 
neceſſary Knowledge of Truth. Theſe un- 
happy Paffions render us blind to the plaineſt 
Demonſtrations, and moſt convincing Proofs, 
not only in regard of ſpeculative Truths, or 


Articles of Faith, but alſo with reſpect to 
moral Points, or the practical Part of Religion. 
Pride, and a violent Affection for the Riches 
and Pleaſures of the World make too many 
diſreliſh the practical Truths of Religion. The 
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Doctrine and Practice of Humility, Self-de- 
nial and Mortification they will not hearken 
to, nor obſerve. They care not to be told 
that truly to acknowledge Chriſt to be their 


Saviour obliges them to imitate his Example, 


and to practiſe the Virtues he recommends. 


That they muſt be poor in Spirit, humble 
and meek, patient under Trials, and forgive 
Injuries. They cavil at revealed Religion, 
and the Precepts of the Goſpel, becauſe they 
do not flatter Senſe, or indulge our Paſſions. 
All the Arguments and Perſuaſions the Mi- 
niſters of God make uſe of, have no Effect 
upon them; at moſt they will but hear them, 
but in no wiſe conſent to, or yield to them. 
They think their darling Liberty too much in- 


; fringed when · a Reſtraint is put upon their 3 
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Inclinations and Deſires. The Conſequence 
of this is, they go on in a ſtubborn wilful Way 
of Sin and unbounded Liberty, and may un- 
happily find their Miſtake when it is too late. 


To avoid which ſad Misfortune we muſt ' 


learn to be docile, to make our Wills bend 
not only to acknowledge the ſacred Truths 
of the Goſpel, but alſo to praQtiſe them, and 
make them the ſtandard Rule of all our Ac- 
tions. Then ſhall we find Jeſus Chriſt to 


be effectually to us the promiſed Mefſias and 


our Saviour. 

When the holy Jeſus had bid the Diſciples 
of St. John return to their Maſter, and re- 
late what they had ſeen and heard, he added: 


Bleſſed is he who fhall not be ſcandaliſed in | 
me. By this our bleſſed Lord would give 


us to underſtand, that they are bleſſed, or 
happy, and ſhew themſelves his true Diſci- 
ples, who are not ſcandalized, nor, like the 
Scribes and Phariſees, take Offence at his Po- 
verty, or the mean Appearance of his holy 
and kumble Birth in the Stable of Bethlehem : 
Who readily embrace the Doctrines of Morti- 
fication and Self-denial, and are willing to take 
up their Croſs and follow him in the narrow 
Way, the only Path by which we muſt be 
led to eternal Happineſs. "The Jeus deſired 
and expected a Meffias who ſhould come to 
them with worldly Power and Glory, They 


were ſcandalized at our Saviour's appearing in 


s low, humble, Manner, as the Son of a2 
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Carpenter. Is not this, ſaid they in Scorn, the 
Carpenter's Son? St. Matt. xiii, When he 
preached taking up the Croſs, it was to them 
a hard Saying, and they would not hear it. 
Hence the Apoſtle St. Paul ſtiles preaching 
the Croſs of Chriſt a fumbling Blick to the 


Jews, and to the Gentiles, Fooliſhneſs. 1 Cor. i-. 
23. But it muſt not be ſo to us Chriſtians, 


who pretend to be Diſciples of Chriſt. We 
are taught to know that the Wiſdom of 


this World is Fooliſhneſs with God, who 


makes uſe of the humble to confound the 


proud, and aſſures us that by Humility, 
Mortification and carrying our Croſs we muſt 
make good our Character of Chriſt's Diſci- 


— I SO. 


ples. Happy then are all thoſe, fincere anc 
good Chriſtians who are thus willing to deny 
themſelves and follow Chriſt! Worldlings, 


indeed, and Sinners may ſcoff at and deride 
the Doctrine of Self-denial, Humility and Con- 


tempt of the World; they may be ſcandalized 


gat, and reject it as Folly, but in the End it 


will be found true Wiſdom, and thoſe who 


follow Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhare with him in 


4 
: 


his Poverty, Sufferings, and Contempt, will. 
be found to have made a happy and right 
Choice. There will a Time come when the 


# 


poor contemned and patient Chriſtian will meet 
with an ample Reward of his Sufferings, and 


when the proud, haughty, and workily Zinner 


will meet with a terrible and eternal Con- 


' a ſulion. Let us conſider theſe Things, and. 
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weigh them in the Ballance of the Sanctuary · 
We ſhall ſoon fee which Scale is heavieſt, 
and find it not only our Duty, but our beſt 
Intereſt likewiſe, to fuffer with him here, 
thereby to reign with him hereafter. Thefe 
are neceſſary Truths which the Church en- 
deavours to inculcate to her Children at all 
Times, and more particularly during this ho- 
ly Seaſon of Advent, If ſhe thus — her 
maternal and tender Care for us, ſhall we 
have no Care for ourſelves? Now is a pro- 
per Time to enter into our ſelves, and to 
reſolve to ſhew ourſelves Diſciples of Chriſt, 
by making his holy Goſpel the Rule of our 
Actions; that we may not only ſay, Lord, 
Lord, but by doing his holy Will, ſhare in 
the Mercies of his Nativity we are about to 
celebrate, and one Day enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Jeſus, my adolsble Saviour and Re- 
deemer ! F acknowledge thee to be the true 
Hias and Saviour of the World; nor do L 
look for or deſire any other. Thou haſt made 
thy Teſtimonies too clear and plain to be de- 
nied, nor will I ſeek any other than what 
thou haſt given me in thy ſacred Word. 

Deliver me, O Lord, from all Stubbornneſs 
2nd Pride; from all Hardneſs of Heart and 
Unbelief. I believe thee, O Jeſus! to bets 
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Son of God, and I acknowledge it to be my 
Duty to love and . thee. May my Heart 
for ever burn, dear ſeſus! with the Love of 
thee! May this Love be ſo ardent, that 
nothing may ever be able to extinguiſh it ! 
O, may all vicious Aﬀections, and inordinate 
Love of Creatures be rooted out of my Heart, 
that thou the true and only Happineſs of my 
Soul may dwell in me, and [ in thee. 

Dear Redeemer of my Soul! I am not at 
all ſcandalized at thy humble Appearance, 
nor at the Doctrine thou preacheſt. I am 
willing to be thy Diſciple and to take up 
my Croſs and to follow thee. Let me ne- 
ver be aſhamed of thy Croſs, nor prefer the 
Maxims of a vain ſinful World before thy 
pure and holy Law, May I rejoice to ſuffer 
with thee, for then I ſhall be truly what I 
profeſs, and what I ought to be, a Diſciple 
of thine, and. one who belongs to thee. 


WE D3 
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WEDNESDAY 


In the ſecond Week of Advent. 
GOSPEL, St. Matthew ii. 2. 


OW when Jobn had heard in Pri- 
ſon the Works of Chriſt, ſending 
two of his Diſciples, he ſaid to him : 
Art thou he who is to come, or 
look we for another? 4. And Jeſus an- 
ſwering ſaid to them: Go, and relate to John 
what you have heard and ſeen. 5. The 
Blind ſee, the Lame walk, the Lepers are 
cleanſed, the Deaf hear, the Dead alſo riſe 
again, and the Poor have the Goſpel preached 
to them. 6. And bleſſed is he who ſhall not 
be ſcandalized in me. 7. And when they 
went away, Jeſus began to ſay to the Mul- 
titude concerning Fohn: What went you 
out into the Deſert to ſee? A Reed ſhaken 
by the Wind? 8. But what went you out 
to ſee? A Man cloathed in ſoft Garments ? 
Behold they who are cloathed in ſoft Gar- 
ments are in the Houſes of Kings. 9g. But 
what went you out to ſee? A Prophet? 
Yea, I tell you, and more than a Prophet, 
x0. For this is he of whom it is written : 
Behold I ſend my Angel before thy Face, who 
ſhall prepare thy May before thee. 
R E- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


The holy Precurſor of Jeſus Chriſt, is here 
repreſented in Priſon, into which he had been 
caſt by King Herod for reproving that Prince 
for his * K Cohabitation with his Bro- 
ther's Wife. Herod and his Paramour could 
not brook the Freedom with which the. Bap- 
tiſt declared againſt their publick and ſcanda- 
lous Crimes. The perfect and unſpotted In- 
nocency of his Manners, with the Auſterity 
of his Life, had raiſed a very high Opinion 
of St. John in the Fews, and even in Herod 
himſelf, which nevertheleſs could not ſcreen 
him from the Reſentment of Herodias, nor 
binder Herod from ſhutting him up in Priſon, 
thereby to ſilence that Tongue which diſturbed 
bis criminal Pleaſures with, it is not lawful 


for thee to have thy Brother's Wife, The Bap-- 


tiſt had no other End in thus reproving the 
Prince, than his Good, yet the Uprightneſs 
and Sincerity of his Intentions could not pro- 
tet him. When we ſee a {trict Piety and 
true diſintereſted Zeal thus rewarded, we be- 
hold the ſad Effects of Wickedneſs in Power, 
which inſtead of making a right Uſe of ſuch 
friendly Admonitions, often ſeeks to make the 
Adviſer ſuffer for his Charity and Freedom, 


It is not a ſingular, or alone Inſtance in the 
Perſon of St, Fobrr ; the fame Treatment Chriſt 
foretold his Apoſtles they ſhould meet with. 


They 
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They found their divine Maſter's Predictions 
true, and verified what he faid by the ma- 
ny Perſecutions they underwent: And not 
only to the Apoſtles, but to every one it is 
faid : by many Tribulations we muſt enter in- 
to the Kingdom of God, Acts xv. 21. We 
muſt not then be ſurprized if Innocence and 
Piety are no Defence againſt the Perſecutions 
and Oppreſſions of the wicked. St. Poul tells 
us, that all whe live pioufly in Chriſt ſhall 
fuffer Perſecution, 2 Tim. iii. 12. Contra- 
ditions, Trouble and Crofles are the true 
Chriſtian's Lot: the great Buſineſs is to bear 
them as we ought; by them to draw nearer 
to God, and to confeſs him under all thoſe 
Trials which he permits to come upon us, 
like St. John, who, though: in Priſon, bore 
Teſtimony to Jeſus Chriſt. 

When the Diſciples of the Baptiſt were 
returned to their Maſter, Chriſt aſked the 
Few:, what they went out into the Deſart to 
ſee, a Reed ſhaken by the Wind? No, this 
holy Man who had ſpent the greateſt Part of 
his Time in the Wilderneſs in the ſtricteſt 
Retirement, and Auſterity, was inflexible in 
the Diſcharge of his Duty. When he ap- 
peared and preached in publick, he ſought 
not to gain the Favour of Men by ſuiting 
his Exhortations to their Taſte or Humour, 
but with the Firmneſs and Freedom of a 
Meſſenger of God, told them of their Sins, 
and exhorted them to do Pennance, that they 

might 
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might fly from the Wrath to come, He told 
them plainly the Ax was laid to the Root 
of the Tree; that every Tree which did not 
bring forth good Fruit ſhould be cut down 
and caſt into the Fire, St. Matt. vi. 3. 
The ſame Firmneſs and Conſtancy he ſhewed 
in the Palace of King Her od. His Sermons 


to the Prince were the ſame as to the People: 


with an equal Freedom and Plainneſs, he told 
the Monarch. it was not lawful for him to 
have his Brother's Wife. This Conduct of 
the Baptiſt is an inſtructive Leſſon to every 
one. St. John was not like a Reed ſhaken by 
the Wind, though he was in Priſon, he had 
the ſame Belief that our Saviour was the 
true an} promiſed Meſſias, as when he told 
the Jeus that he was the Lamb of God 
which takes away the Sins of the World. 
Like him we muſt be conſtant to the Prin- 
ciples of our holy Faith, and not be blown 
about with every Wind of Doctrine, be- 
lieving one Thing to-day, and to-morrow 
changing our Sentiments, as ſuits beſt with 
our temporal Convenience. We muſt be con- 
ſtant and firm in our Profeſſion of the Catho- 
lick Faith, tho' thereby we come to ſuffer 
Priſons and even Death. Nor is Conſtancy 
in our Faith only here recommended, but 
alſo Uniformity and Perſeverance in tbe Prac- 
tice of the moral Part of cur Religion, We 
muſt be uniform in our Conduct, and in the 
Regularity of our Lives, not one Day on 
an 
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another cold ; now zealous and fervent, then 
negligent and tepid. This is to be like a Reed 
ſhaken by the Wind, bending every Way ac- 
_ cording to Fancy and Caprice, The prac- 
tical I ruths of Religion muſt be obſerved and 
maintained with an inflexible Conſtancy and 
Perſeverance. A neceſſary Advice this to 
many Chriſtians who ſeem to want Courage 
to appear publickly in the Cauſe of practical 
Piety ; are too eafily byaſſed by Company and 
a faiſe Complaiſance to others, and ſeem- 
ingly approve what, in Reality, they diſallow, 
and for fear of being laughed at, or ridiculed 
by others, join with them in their Intem- 
perance and Exceſs, in detracting and ſpeak- 
ing ill of their Neighbours. Others there are, 
who from a mittaken Notion they have of 
not being particular, too eaſi y break in upon 
Regularity in their Families, in obſerving 
their Hours of Prayer and Reading, obſerving 
the Feaſts and Faſts of the Church according 
to her Spirit, and as ſhe recommends, for 
tho', on ſome Occaſions it may be neither 
prudent nor proper to let others know what 
we do, yet to let every little Pretext make 
us put off, delay, or omit our accuſtomed 
Duties, ſhews ſome Want of the Baptiſt's 
Spirit, Why ſhould we be afraid of letting 
it be known that we ſerve God in our Fa- 
mily, that we think ourſelves obliged to be 
regular in our Conduct, or in obſerving the 
Inſtitutions of the Church? Our bleſſed Sa- 
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viour bids us / let our Light ſhine before Men 
that they may ſee our good Works, and ghrify 
cur Father who is in Heaven, St. Matt. vi. 5. 
We muſt not be aſhamed of appearing and 
being what we are obliged to be by our Cha- 
rater of Chriſtians. We are forbid indeed 
to play the Hypoctite, to deceive ourſelves 
or others, by a Shew of Piety and Devotion 
in ſome outward Appearances only, ſeverely 
reproved and condemned, by our Saviour in 
the Phariſees, and we are equally forbid to be 
aſhamed of regulating our Conduct by the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel. It is not only in Points 
of Faith, and what we are to believe, but al- 
ſo as to the Practice of what we believe that 
our bleſſed Lord ſays: He who is aſhamed of 
me before Men, cf him will I be aſhamed be- 


fore the Face of my Father who is in Heaven, 


St. Luke. vi. 12. 
ASPLIRAF Ai 


O thou eternal and unalterable Truth, 
who art always the ſame! give me the Spi- 
rit of Conſtancy and Perſeverance, that I 
may never abandon thee, nor forſake thy 
Paths. Thou haſt mercifully brought me to 
the Knowledge of thee, the true Saviour and 
Redeemer of the World. Let me here fix 
and remain, and not prove a Reed ſhaken 
by the Wind. May no Storms and Tem- 

peſts 
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peſts ever make me ſwerve from thy Truth, 
nor grow faint or weary in thy holy Service. 
Ah my God! my ſovereign Lord and Maſ- 
ter! I will never quit thee, Alas ! where 
ſhall J go, if I abandon thee? Can I think 
to be happy in the Service of a vain deceit- 
ful World? To think fo is to deceive myſelf 
to my own Ruin. 

O thou God of my Life, and of all that 
I am or have! No Service is ſo ſweet and 
eaſy as thine, By loving and ſerving thee, 

enjoy even Heaven upon Earth, and may 
expect the much greater Happineſs thou wilt 
give me hereafter. It is my Deſire to love, 
and ſerve thee tv the laſt Moments of m 
Life, and nothing ſhall make me, alter this 
my Reſolution. 7 confeſs with Shame and 
Regret, that I have been very unconſtant, 
blown about, alas ! like a Reed by the Wind, 
but as I purpoſe, fo I humbly beg thy Grace 
that I may, from this Moment, become con- 
ſtant, and faithful to thee, 
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PRIDAT 


In the ſecond Week of Advent, 


The GOSPEL. St. Matthew xi. 2. 


- N O W when John had heard in Priſon the 
42 Works of Chriſt, ſending two of his 
Diſciples, he ſaid to him. 3. Art thou he 
that is to come, or look we for another? 4. 
And Jeſus anſwering ſaid to them: Go, and 
relate to Kiel what you have heard and ſeen. 
5. The Blind ſee, the Lame walk, the Lepers 
are cleanſed, the Deaf hear, the Dead alſo riſe 
* again, and the Poor have the Goſpel preach'd 
to them. 6. And bleſſed is he who ſhall 
not beſcandaliz'd in me. 7. And when the 

went away, Jeſus began to ſay to the Multi- 
tude concerning John: What went you out 
into the Deſart to ſee? A Reed ſhaken by the 
Wind. 8. But what went you out to ſee? 
A man cloathed in ſoft Garments ? Behold they 
who are cloath'd in ſoft Garments are in the 
Houſes of Kings. . But what went you out 
to ſee? A Prophet? yea, I tell you, and more 
than a Prophet. 10. For this is he of whom 
it is written: Behold I ſend my Angel before 
thy Face, who ſhall prepare thy Way before thee, 


REFLEC- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


The foregoing Goſpel, and the CharaQter 
our B. Saviour therein gives of his holy Pre- 
curſor St. Fohn Baptiſt, are well adapted by 
the Church to the preſent Seaſon, and admi- 
rably correſpond to her Deſign at this Time, 
ſet apart for a Devout Preparation for the en- 
ſuing Solemnity of Chriſimas. Now the Church 
ſends forth her Miniſters, as ſo many Meſ- 
ſengers to prepare and diſpoſe Chriſtians for 
the coming of their Lord, in his firſt Appea- 
rance at his holy and humble Birth. Of this 
Preparation the Prephet Amos heretofore ſpoke, 
and to this he exhorted the Fews, ſaying: be pre- 
pared ty meet thy God, O Iſrael, Amos iv. Heſpoke 
of their promis'd Meſſias, and admoniſh'd them 
to diſpoſe themſelves to receive him, not with a 
View to any temporal Advantage, but to thoſe 
ſpiritual Bleffings he would bring with him, 
and deſign'd for them. This Preparation the 
Prophet {/atas more clearly mentions, and diſ- 
tinly ſpeaks of what it conſiſts in, when he 
ſo ſeriouſly exhorts the Fews, to ceaſe to do 
Evil and learn to do Good, Ifaias i. It is in 
this that our Preparation at this Time conſiſts, 


and which St. John Baptiſt till more clearly 
expreſſes, 
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expreſſes, "and preſs'd home upon his Auditors. 
Bring forth worthy Fruits of Penance. Repent 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand, St, 
Matt. iii. As to the firſt Point, to ceaſe to 
do Evil, no Chriſtian can doubt of this being 
his Obligation; when he reflects that one chief 
end of Chriſt's coming into the World was to 
deſtroy the Kingdom of Sin. Chriſt coming 
to deſtroy Sin muſt neceſſarily imply an Obli- 
gation on all who profeſs to be his Diſciples 
and Followers to co-operate. with him in that 
| Deſign, and not to let Sin reign in them. 
What Benefit can we expect, or hope from 
his coming, if we are ſo far from endeavour- 
ing to root out Sin, that we chuſe to live in 
it? It is to deceive ourſelves with vain hopes, 
to think we can ever prepare, as we ought, 
the Way of the Lord, while we live in Sin, 
We may call ourſelves Chriſtians, and pretend 
to celebrate the Feſtivals of the Church in 
honour of the great Myſteries of our Redemp- 
tion, but unleſs we add to our external Devo- 
tion, an interior, pure, and cleans'd from all 
Affection to Sin, we do nothing to the Pur- 
poſe, for while we continue to lead unho! 
Lives, the holieſt Inſtitutions will not profit us. 
Our chiefeſt, our greateſt Care, therefore, muſt 
be to follow the Advice of the Prophet: Caſe to 
do Evil, And this muſt take in the whole 
Body of Sin. We muſt not content ourſelves 
with refraining from ſome Vices only, all muſt 
be corrected, eſpecially thoſe to which we are 
moſt 
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moſt addicted. We muſt not only in genera 
reſolve to avoid Sin, but muſt deſcend to Par- 
ticulars. To refrain from ſome Part of Evil 
and to indulge ourſelves in others, is doing our 
Work by Halves. To do it effectually we 
muſt conſider what are thoſe ſinful Paſſions 
which are moſt predominant in us, and 
ſeriouſly endeavour to root them out, We 
muſt examine ourſelves, and ſee what ill Prac- 


tices and Cuſtoms we follow, and reſolve to 


lay them aſide, If we have hitherto liv'd a 
negligent and careleſs Life, with regard to 
the ſpiritual Duties and Exerciſes of a Chriſti- 


an, we muſt now endeavoua to ſerve God 


with zeal and Fervour. Thus we are to ceaſe 


to do Evil, and by which we comply with 


one Part of -our Duty: But we muſt not reſt 
here, we muſt go further and /earn to do Good, 
Jeſus Chriſt aſſures us that at his ſecond com- 
ing he will judge and reward every one ac- 
cording to his Work. At the laſt Day we 
ſhall be call'd to Account, not ſo much for 
our Faith, as for our Works, Faith is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to Salvation. Without Faith it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Heb. xi. But doing 
good is alſo neceſſary. Faith is dead without 
good Works. St. Jac. vi. 2. If we ſincerely de- 
ſire to prepare the Way of the Lord, and to 
reap the Advantage of his Coming we muſt 
do good, by endeavouring to live up to the 
ſanctity of our Profeſſion, and to conform our 
Actions to the pure and holy Maxims of the 
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Goſpel of - Jeſus Chriſt. To be humble, pati- 
ent and meek, To be juſt in our Dealings and 
cbaritable to the Poor according to our Abi- 
lity. To be ſober, temperate and chatt. To 
love God above all Things, and our Neigh- 
bour as ourſelves. To deſpiſe the World, and 
have our Hearts and Affections placed upon 
Heaven. To tend daily to God, by holy 
Prayer, ſpiritual Reading, and a regular and de- 
vout 2 the Holy Sacraments, with 
a conſcientious Diſcharge of all the particular 
Duties of that State wherein Providence has 
placed us. This is to do Good. This is to 
prepare the Way of the Lord, and fitly to diſ- 
pole ourſelves for his Coming in the approach- 
ing Solemnity, and by which we ſhall find him 
to be Jeſus or a Saviour to us. If we are careful 
in this, it will indeed be, what at this time 
we are accuſtomed to wiſh one another, a 
happy Chriſimas. Happy here, and a certain 
Way to be eternally happy hereafter. May 
we thus prepare ourſelves to celebrate the Mer- 
cy of his firſt Coming in the Fleſh, and by 
that ſecurely meet him at his ſecond Coming in 


Glory. 
ASPIRATIONS. 


It is thus, O my Lord and my God! that 

I defire now to prepare thy Way. It is thus 
I defire to diſpoſe myſelf to ſhare in the Bleſ- 
lings of thy holy Birth, But thy Grace, O my 
C God! 
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God! is what I ſtand in need of to perfect 
theſe Deſires, and to render them effectual. 
Thou haſt given me this Defire, it comes from 
thee, I could not have it without thee, O per- 
fect then what thou has begun in me! Thou 
comeſt into the World to ſave Sinners. Thou 
art the true Lamb of God which takeſt away 
the Sins of the World. Such I believe thee, 
O Jeſus! And as ſuch I adore thee. I adore 
that boundleſs Love, that Goodneſs which 
made thee become Man for my ſake. What 
Return can I make to thee, O thou Saviour 
and Redeemcr of my Soul? I will love thee 
with all my Heart and with all my Soul. I 
love thee above all other Things, and all other 
Things only in thee and for thee. I will ne- 
ver more wilfully fin and offend thee, I will 
now die to Sin, die to the World, and live 
only to thee, for in thee alone is true Life, 
and in thee alone I can be truly happy. 


Third 
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Third SUNDAY of Avent. 


The GOSPEL. St. John i. 19. 


AN D this is the Teſtimony of John, when 

the Fews ſent from Feruſalem Prieſts and 
Levites to 4 to aſk him, who art thou? 
20. And he confeſs'd, and did not deny: Ard 
he confeſſed, I am not the Chriſt. 21. And 
they aſked him: What then? Art thou Elias? 
And he ſaid: I am not. Art thou the Prophet? 
and he anſwered: No. 22. They ſaid there- 
fore to him: Who art thou, that we may give 
an Anſwer to them that ſent us? What ſayeth 
thou of thyſelf? 23. He ſaid: I am the Voice 
of one crying in the Wilderneſs, make {trait 
the Way of the Lord, as ſaid the Prophet 
Iſaias. 24. ys Aer ho were ſent were of 
the Phariſees, Alt hey aſked him; and 
ſaid to him : Why then dolt baptiſe, if thou 
be not Chriſt, nor Llias, nor the Prophet? 
26. John anſwered them ſaying: I baptiſe 
with Water : but there hath ſtood one in the 
midſt of you whom you know not. 27. The 
ſame is he that ſhall come after me, who 1s 
preferr'd before me: The Latchet of whoſe 
Shoe I am not worthy to looſe. 28. Theſe 
Things were done in Bethania beyond Jordan 
where Jobn was baptizing. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


As the time of Advent is a time when we 
are to prepare ourſelves to celebrate the Com- 
ing of the holy and humble 7% in the 
Fleſh veſted with our human Nature, and 
making his Appearance in great Poverty and 
Humility, to prepare ourſelves as we ought 
we muſt endeavour to adorn our Souls with 
thoſe Virtues, which may render us acceptable 
to him, and invite him to take up his Reſi- 


dence, by a ſpiritual Birth, in our Hearts, and 


particularly the Virtue of Humility, which is 
abſolutely neceſſary to qualify us to meet him 
in the approaching Solemnity. For this End 
the Church, in her Goſpel for this Sunday, 
propoſes to us the Example of St. Fohn Bap- 
tilt, who by the wonderful Innocence and 
Auſterity of his Life, and the Fervour of his 
Preaching, had given the Zews an Occaſion to 
think him the Meſſias they had fo long expected, 
but being aſked the Queſtion readily own'd that 
he was not: And ſtiles himſelf no more than 
a Voice ſent to prepare the Way of the Lord. 
By this Anſwer he reprov'd the Prige of the 
Fews, and ſignified to them that their Meſſias 
was among them, tho' they knew him not, 
nor regarded him on Account of his humble 
and mean Appearance to them: That to know 
him, aud to prepare themſelves to receive him 


they were to lay aſide their falſe Notions of a 
Meſſias 


Third Sunday of Advent: 53 


Meſſias appearing in worldly Pomp and Gran- 
deur, which made them put a wrong Con- 
ſtruction on the Prophecies concerning him, 
who was then come tho? in great Humility and 
Poverty to eſtabliſh his ſpiritual Kingdom, and 
to free them, and all Mankind, from the ſlave- 
ry of Sin and Death. This humble Behaviour 
and Confeſſion of St. John is alſo an inſtructive 
Leſſon to us, teaching us that however others 
may have a great Opinion of us, and tho' we 
may ſeem to be rals'd above them by ſuperior 
Parts and "Talents, yet we muſt always con- 
ceive an humble and low Opinion of our- 
ſelves, and upon all Occaſions acknowledge 
that of ourſelves we are nothing, and indebt- 
ed to God for all we have, and in every Thing 
we do ſeek his Glory, and not our own. 
Without true Humility, like the proud. Fews, 
we ſhall never come to know Chriſt by that 
practical Knowledge which alone will make 
us acceptable to him; for without Humility 
we can never be true Diſciples of Chriſt. This 
Virtue is ſo neceſſary, that where it is not the 
Foundation on which all our other Virtues are 
built, they will come to nothing, ſoon fall and 
bury us in the Rubbiſh of our Pride and Va- 
nity. Humility is the proper Badge and Mark 
of a true Chriſtian, and which Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf thus recommends to us: Learn of me, 
for I am meek and humble of Heart. St. Matt. 
vi. 11, This Virtue thus neceſſary, is alſo 
highly reaſonable, and upon ſerious and due 

C 3 Conſideration 
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Conſideration we ſhall find it ſo. What have 
we to be proud of? What have we to value 
ourſelves upon ? What are we as to our Body 
to pride ourſelves therein? Is our Body any 
more than Duſt and Aſhes? From Duſt we 
were taken, and into Duſt we muſt return 
again. Gen. iii, Are we proud of Beauty, or 
Strength? How ſoon may Sickneſs or Acci- 
dents ruin the one, and deſtroy the other? Do 
we value ourſelves upon our fine Parts, natural 
or acquir'd? Can we truly ſay they are our 
own, or 'not rather the Gifts of God, who 
has beſtow'd them upon us, not to be as Seeds 
of Pride and Vanity, but to be improv'd to his 
Honour and Glory and the Good of others ? 
Are we proud of our Riches or high Station ? 
Empty Nothings! Fleeting Shadows! Riches 
poſleſs'd to day, and loft to-morrow, ſeon 
chang'd into Poverty to which by many un- 
foreſcen Accidents the richeſt Man may be 
ſuddenly reduc'd, and when he leaſt thinks of 
it. Honours and Grandeurs! Airy Bubbles 
every moment liable to Mutability and Change 
Are theſe Reaſons why we ſhould be proud of 
ourſelves and haughtily contemn others? Far 
from it. If we look into our Souls how little 
to be proud or conceited of ourſelves! Our 
many and previous Sins; our daily Weakneſſes 
and Imperfections, our Underſtanding wretch- 
edly blinded, our Wills ftrangely perverſe, 
and our Paſſions, alas] too, too predominant | 


No Reaſon for a Chriſtian here to be Pans 
: ut 
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but rather the ſtrongeſt Motives to humble 
himſelf in a due Senſe of his own Miſery 

and nothing. Let us add to this the uncer- 
tainty of our future State, the Reaſons we have 
to fear for ourſelves, and from theſe Confidera- 
tions we ſhall find Motives ſufficient to hum- 
ble us. In the Sight of our many Miſeries we 
may behold the Neceflity we have of a Saviour 
and Redeemer, and this Neceſſity may ſtir us 
up ſeriouſly to prepare ourſelves for his Com- 
ing, and to hearken to the Voice of his Mi- 
niſter and Precurſor St. 7obn Baptiſt crying: 
Prepare the Way of the Lord, make ſtrait his 
Paths. Every Valley ſpall be filled up; and every 
Mountain and Hill ſhall be brought low, and the 
crooked Paths ſhall be made ſtrait; and the rough 
Ways flain, The high Hills of Pride and 
Ambition muſt be levelled, and made even and 
plain by Humility, by which the Way of 
Salvation will be made ſafe and eaſy. This is 

the Path wherein we may ſecurely walk, and 
wherein the Devil cannot impoſe upon us, nor 
our own corrupt Nature deceive us. The 
humble Chriſtian is by being ſo, ſecure in 
whatever Station Providence has plac'd him. 
If diſtinguiſhed from the Vulgar, and rais'd 
above others by Title or a large Fortune, 
knowing that the Difference between him and 
the pooreſt Beggar is the Effect of God's Good- 
neſs and Liberality, he refers all to God, and 
makes no other uſe of his Gifts than to pro- 


mote his Honour and Glory, and to help his 
C4 indigent 
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indigent Neighbour, If he is poor and ſuffers 
Hardſhips and Difficulties in this Life, by an 
humble contented Mind, reſign'd to the Will 
of God, he ſanctifies his Poverty, and there- 
by lays up for himſelf Treaſures in Heaven. 
Whatever Gifts of Nature or Grace he has 
receiv'd, he refers the Glory of all to God, 
and whatever Good he does, he ſays from his 
Heart, not I, but the Grace of God with me, 
1 Cor. xv. 10. If he is in Eſteem and Repu- 
tation with Men, he is no ways elated, or 
puff d up, but ſays with holy David, net unto us, 
O Lord, net unto us, but to thy Name be Gliry 
given, Pſalm cxiii. If he is contemn'd and de- 
ſpis'd, he bears it patiently, ſtifles as much as 
he can, all inward Motions of Reſentment ; 
looks upon himſelf as happy if by Humility and 
Patience he may be pleaſing to God; whom 
alone he deſires to love here, and to be happy 
with hereafter. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O my meek and humble Saviour ! Give me 
this Humility ſo pleaſing to thee. Root out 
of my Heart all Pride and Vanity, all ſelf 
Conceit, and Deſires to be prais'd and eſteem'd 
by Men. I confeſs, O Lord, that I have ma- 
BY Dy Motives and Reaſons to humble myſelf, and 
4 to be cover'd with Confuſion. How can 1 
be proud, and vain, miſerable, wretched Sin- 


ner ? Drawn, as I am, out of the dark * 
0 
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of nothing, conceiv'd in Sin, and brought forth 
in Iniquity, full of Miſeries and Imperfections, 
and unable of myſelf to do the leaſt good 
Work, or even to produce one good Thought. 

O my God! God of infinite Greatneſs and 
Majeſty who beholdeſt us poor Worms of the 
Earth, look upon me, dear Lord, with a gra- 
cious Eye. May the Light of thy Grace ſhine 
upon me, that I may alſo ſee thee, and ſee 
myſelf. Make me to ſee thee and know thee 
to be my great and Sovereign Lord, who has 
regard to the humble and low of Heart. May 
I fee and contemplate thee in this thy great 
Humility ſo apparent, dear Jeſus, my Saviour! 
in thy holy and humble Birth, make me to 
know and ſee myſelf, what I am, poor Duſt 
and Aſhes, a wretched and ſinful Creature, and 
that if I deſire to be acceptable to thee, I muſt 
be humble, and have a low Opinion of myſelf. 
May I daily conſider my own Weakneſs and 
Miſery, my paſt Offences, my daily Failings 
that I may never be puffed up with a vain 
Conceit of myſelf, let me Glory in nothing 
but my Infirmities, that the Virtue of Chrift 
may reign in me. 2 Cor. ii. 
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WEDNESDAY 


In the third Week of Advent. 
GOSPEL, St. Fohn. i. 19. 


* D this is the Teſtimony of John, 
when the Fews ſent from Jeruſalem, 
Prieſts and Levites to him, to aſk him, 
who art thou? 20. And he confeſſed and 
did not deny: and he confeſſed, I am not 
the Chriſt. 21. And they aſked him: 
what then? Art thou Elias? And he ſaid, 
I am not. Art thou the Prophet? And he 
anſwered: no. 22. They ſaid therefore to 
him : who art thou, that we may give an 
Anſwer to. them that ſent us? What ſayeſt 
thou of thyſelf? 23. He ſaid: Iam the Voice 
of one crying in the Wilderneſs, make ſtrait 
the Way. of the Lord, as faid the Prophet 
{jaias. 24. And they who were ſent, were 
of the Phariſzes. 25. And they aſked him, 
and ſaid to him: why then doſt thou baptize, 
if thou be not Chriſt, nor Elias, nor the Pro- 
phet? 26. Jehn anſwered them ſaying : I 
baptize with Water: but there hath ſtood one 
in the midſt of you, whom you know not. 

. The ſame is he that ſhall come after me, 
. is preferred before me: the Latchet of whoſe 
Shoe I am not worthy too looſe, 28. Theſe 
Things 
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Things were done in Bethania beyond Jordan 
where John was baptizing. 


REFLECTIONS. 


The Queſtion which the Meſſengers of 
the High Prieſts put to St. John Bebi 
Who art thou? Is a Queſtion which every 
Chriſtian ought frequently to put to himſelf, 
and to aſk himſelf ſeriouſly, who and 
what he is? In this neceſſary Self-examina- 
tion he will find what he is, or what he 
ought to be in Quality of a Chriſtian : The 
Reſult of which will be, that he will able to 
judge of himſelf how far he complies with the 
Duties implied by that ſacred CharaQter, and 
as far as he finds himſelf deficient, will meet 
with a faithful Monitor to tell him, what he 
muſt do in order to make good the Engage- 
ments he lies under as a Chriſtian, and Dif- 
ciple of Jeſus Chriſt. This Queſtion we can 
never more properly put to ourſelves than in 
the preſent ſolemn and ſerious Time of Ad- 
vent, eſpecially if we conſider it, as it is, a 
Matter which moſt nearly concerns every one 
of us. To be wanting in this, is to neglect 
our beſt and greateſt Intereſt. 

In putting this Queſtion: Who art thou ? 
to avoid Illuſions and dangerous Miſtakes, we 
muſt not confine ourſelves to the bare Letter 
of the Queſtion, and the natural Anſwer to 
it, which we are taught in the Cy 
| am 
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I am a Chriſtian, i. e. one who being bap- 
tized inwardly believes, and outwardly pro- 
feſſes the Faith and Law of Chriſt. We are 
to conſider both the Queſtion and the Anſwer 
in a more extenſive Light, to penetrate the 
Senſe of the Words, and thoroughly compre- 
hend what is meant by a Chriſtian, one who 
inwardly believes and outwardly profeſſes the 
Faith and Law of Chriſt, If to be a Chriſ- 
tian no more was required than an Aſſent to 
the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, the Queſ- 
tion would be more eaſily anſwered, and 
there would be much leſs Reaſon to ſuppoſe 
many Chriſtians ignorant of what they ought 
to be by Virtue of that Character. But when 
we conſider the Chriſtian Religion as a prac- 
tical one, and obliging the Profeſſors of it to 
the Obſervance of many Precepts and Rules 
given by the divine Author of it, and when 
we ſee the Generality of Chriſtians deviating 
from thoſe Rules, and following others quite 
contrary, juſt Reaſons occur to put the Queſ- 
tion, Who art thou? and to preſs it home, if 
not to inform the Ignorance of ſuch, at leaſt 
to rectify their miſtaken Conduct, and to let 
them ſee how much and ſadly they deceive 
themſelves, while bearing the Name and Cha- 
racer of Chriſtians they take no Care to live 
as becomes ſuch. To aſk Chriſtians, there- 
fore, what they are is neither an impertinent 
nor a ſuperfluous Queſtion but highly uſe- 
ful and neceſſary, 

What 
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What's a Chriſtian, one who really is what 
this ſacred and holy Name imports? He is 
one who being baptized inwardly believes, and 
outwardly profeſſes the Faith and Law of 
Chriſt. He is one who inwardly and ſin- 
cerely believes all the Articles of Faith, all 
the ſacred Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and outwardly profeſſes the Law of Chriſt. 
not with his Lips only, but by his Actions, 
by his Life and Converſation which are a 
faithful Tranſcript of all the Duties enjoined 
him by the Goſpel he profeſſes to believe. 
Then are we true Chriſtians when we not 
only believe and profeſs, but likewiſe do con- 
ſtantly obſerve the Law of Chriſt. Then, 
if aſked the Queſtion: Mo art thou? we 
may anſwer boldly, I am a Chriſtian, when our 
Conſcience bears Teſtimony, and our Actions 
demonſtrate the Truth of what we fay, and 
manifeſtly ſhew that we are fo indeed. 

A Chriſtian really ſo, is one who makes 
the Goſpel the ſtanding Rule of his Conduct, 
and regulates himſelf by the pure and holy 
Maxims of it, and is careful never to deviate 
from what it preſcribes. From the Goſpel 
he learns to be humble in whatever Station 
of Life Providence has placed him. In all 
Occurrences of Life he is perfectly reſigned to 
the Will of God: like holy Fob, he preſerves 
his Integrity, and whatever happens to him he 
is content, If the World ſmiles upon him, ke is 
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not elated nor puffed up. Proſperity does not 
raiſe, nor Adverſity depreſs him: He ſinks 
not under Misfortunes, but refers all to God 
in whom all his Defires and Wiſhes are cen- 
tred. The true Chriſtian ſenſible that he has 
renounced the Pomps and Vanities of the 
World, is not influenced by Cuſtom or Ex- 
ample, nor lets them prevail upon him to 
run into thoſe Methods, which are no Ways 
reconcileable with the ſober and ſelf-denying 
Maxims of the Goſpel. He labours to ſub- 
due his Paſſions, and - not let them govern 
and domieer over him. Above all he is 
careful to avoid Sin, looking upon it with 
Horror, as the greateſt of Evils, and if, thro” 
Weakneſs and Frailty, at any Time, he falls 
into Sin, he immediately endeavours to rife b 
Repentance, and has Recourſe to thoſe Means 
God has appointed to obtain Pardon and to 
revent future Relapſes. He loves God a- 
bove all Things, and his Neighbour as himſelf. 
To nouriſh this excellent Fund of true Piety, 
he is diligent in Prayer, and frequenting the 
Sacraments, thoſe excellent Means of Grace 
eſtabliſhed by God in his Church. With 
theſe he nouriſhes his Soul, and by them makes 
a daily Progreſs in Virtue: far from being 
cold, tepid, and negligent in the Duties of 
Religion, the Zeal and Fervour with which 
he performs them, ſhew his Heart to be touched 
not only with a Senſe of his Duty, but alſo 

with a ſincere Deſire to perform it. 
This 
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This is* a brief but inſtructive Deſcription 
of a true and real Chriſtian, ſuch all ought to 
be who bear the Character, and who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians. O that every one who glo- 
ries in the Name, would endeavour to live ſo, 
as if the Queſtion was put to him: Vhs art 
thou ? he might truly ſay: I am a Chriſtian in 
the practical Signification of the Word! Tt 
is every one's Intereſt, no leſs than his Duty 
ſo to do, that his Conſcience may not re- 
proach him, or convince him of Untruth in 

his Anſwer to the Queſtion. Such Chriſtians 
may ſecurely hope to ſhare in the Bleſſings 
of the approaching Solemnity of the Birth of 
Chriſt. They will truly find him to be a Sa- 
viour to them here, and who will make them 
eternally happy with him hereafter. 


ASPIRATIONS, 


O my God, thou eternal Source of all Good! 
thou haſt called me to the Knowledge of thee, 
the true and only God, and of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt fent into the World that 
the World might be ſaved by him. By thy 
Grace I am a Chriftian, I glory in the ſacred 
Name. It is the Effect of thy Bounty and 
Goodneſs to me, may I never abuſe this Good- 
neſs, nor live unworthy of that holy Vocation 
to which I am called. As J profeſs myſelf 
a Chriſtian, a Member of thy holy catholick 
Church, aſſiſt me with thy Gras that I may 


lve 
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live like a Chriſtian, and adorn my holy Faith, 
by a holy Life, to thy Honour and Glory, the 
Edification of my Neighbour, and the Good 
of my own Soul. I am a Chriſtian, O may I 
always bea practical one, and ſhew my Faith 
by good Works. Deliver me, O Lord, from all 
Illuſions and Miſtakes, and let me never de- 
ceive myſelf by truſting only to the Name. 
Let my Life be a daily outward Profeſſion of 
the Faith and Law of Chriſt, by making, 
that holy Law the conſtant and only Rule 
of my Conduct, that living as a Chriſtian in 
By Faith and Fear here, I may come one 
ay to be happy with thee hereafter. 


FRIDAY 
In the third Week of Advert. 
GOSPEL, St. John i. 19. 


ND this is the Teſtimony of John, 
A when the Fews ſent from Feruſalem 
Prieſts and Levites to him, to aſk 

him, who art thou? 20. And he 
confeſſed and did not deny: and he confefled, 
I am not the Chriſt. 21. And they aſked him: 
What then? Art thou Elias? And he ſaid 
I am not. Art thou the Prophet? And he 
anſwered: no. 22. They ſaid, therefore, to 
n+ 
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him: who art thou, that we may give an 
Anſwer to them that ſent us? What ſayeſt 
thou of thyſelf? 23. He ſaid I am the Voice 
of one crying in the Wilderneſs, make ftrait 
the Way of the Lord, as ſaid the Prophet 
Jjatas. 24. And they who were ſent were 
of the Phariſces. 25. And they aſked him, 
and ſaid to him: why then doſt thou bap- 
tize, if thou be not Chriſt nor Elias, nor the 
Prophet? 26. ohn anſwered them ſaying, 
I baptize with Water, but there hath ſtood 
one in the Midſt of you, whom you know 
not. 27. The ſame is he that ſhall come 
after me, who is preferred before me: The 
Latchet of whoſe Shoe I am not worthy to 
looſe. 28. Theſe Things were done in Be- 
thania beyond Jordan, where John was bap- 
tuzing. 


REFLECTIONS. 


The nearer we draw to the approaching 
Solemnity of Chri/tmas, the more we ought 
to entertain ourſelves with reflecting on the 
infinite Mercy and Goodneſs of God to Man, 
ſo conſpicuous in that happy Feſtival, To 
conſider God becoming Man, the eternal 
Word of the Father veiling all his Glories 
under a little Infant's Form, vetng 
with all our Miſeries, being made Man like 


unto us, Sin only excepted, out of pure Love 
| to 
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to us, and to make us happy with him for 
ever, What alarge Field of holy Thoughts 
here preſents itſelf ! fo large and extenſive as 
we {ſhall ſooner want Power to reflect, than 
Subject for our pious Reflections. It is eaſy 
here to loſe ourſelves in theſe adorable Myſte- 
ries, this fathomleſs Depth of God's Love to 
Man. In the Contemplation of it, we may 
juſtly cry out with St. Paul: O the Height of 
the Riches of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God! 
how incomprehenſible are his Fudgments, and 
his Ways paſt finding out. Rom. xi. Theſe 
are the great and adorable Myſteries recom- 
mended to us by the Church at this Time, 
who defires we ſhould not only think of 
what God has done for us, but likewiſe on 
what we ought to do for him, what Returns 
we ought to make to him for his Mercy and 
Goodneſs to us. Theſe Mercies are indeed tru- 
1 ly gratuitous beſtowed on us, of his free Bounty 

1 and Goodneſs, yet ſo as ſomething is required 
on our Parts to ſhare in the happy Conſe- 
quences of them. Are we then ſincerely de- 
b Dots to reap the Bleſſings of thoſe Mercies 
i we are about to commemorate in the approach- 
ing Feſtival ? Are we deſirous that che Birth 
of Chriſt may be advantageous to us? If we 
. are, we muſt now endeavour to put off the 
old Man with his Deeds, and put on the new 


Man, ſo that Chriſt may be ſpiritually born 
4 in 
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in us, that he may be form'd in us, and that 
we may live by his Spirit. 

That Chriſt is thus ſpiritually born in us 
will beſt appear by the Condu and Tenor 
of our Lives, If they are regulated by 
the Example and Precepts of our di- 
vine Maſter ; if we carefully endeavour to 
practiſe thoſe Virtues he recommends to us 
in his holy Word, then he may be ſaid to 
be born in us, and we ay glory in the Ti- 

| tle and Character of his Diſciples and Fol- 
HK lowers, it being his own Aſſertion: then 
are you my Diſciples if you do thoſe Things 
which I have commanded ycu. St. John vi. 8. 


Unleſs in a virtuous and holy Life we can 
l ſhew ſome Conformity to Chriſt our Head, 
3 we may deceive ourſelves with vain Notions, 
1 and falſe Appearances, but ſhall have little 
I Grounds to think that we ſhall be accept- 
y able to him, or be acknowledged to belong to 
d him: We read in the Goſpel of St, Luke 
. vi. 2, that when the bleſſed Virgin carried 
is her holy Child Jeſus to the Temple, that 
88 devout Simeon ſaid of him, he ſhould be for 
* the Fall and Riſing of many. The De- 
ch ſign of his coming into the World was to 


ve ſave all Men, and that by him they might 
riſe to eternal Happineſs, yet there are 
many, it is to be feared, to whom his Co- 
ming will be their Fall or Ruin, by the 
Abuſe they make of his Mercies, the dread- 

ful 
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ful Conſequences of which deſerve our moſt 
ſerious Attention, and may have a good Ef- 
fect upon us. To abuſe theſe Mercies of 
God by Sin, to live in a wilful Tranſgreſſion 
of his Commands, to live according to the 
Spirit of the World, and not according to the 
Spirit of God, is to expoſe ourſelves to the 
Severity of his Juſtice, who will ſeverely 
puniſh us for the Abuſe of his Mercies. 
How will the unhappy wilful habitual Sin- 
ner one Day repent of, and accuſe his paſt 
Folly, and Obſtinacy in Sin? Such may 
permit the Devil and the World here to 
amuſe and deceive them with preſent pleaſing 
and finful Enjoyments. "They may live in a 
careleſs, negligent Manner, neglecting their 
Duty to God, and all Care of their Souls. 
They may pleaſe themſelves with miſtaken 
Notions of being ſcreened under an outſide 
Form, or empty Name of Chriſtian, but, 
alas! that will not do, and all ſuch muſt 


expect, without Repentance and Amend- 


ment, to be rejected by Chriſt, and to hear 


from him: J now ye not: depart from me, 


you Workers of Iniquity. St. Matt. vi. 25. 
But if the dreadful Conſequences of Sin, 
and of abuſing the Mercies of God, may 
juſtly fright and deter us from Sin, how 
ought the more noble Motives of a grateful 
Senſe of his Mercies, of Love to him who 
has ſo loved us, ſtir up in our Hearts a 
ſincere 
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ſincere and earneſt Defire to correſpond with 
his Graces, and to ſhare in the Bleſſings he 


is deſirous to beſtow upon us? Let us add 


to this, and conſider the happy, truly happy 
Conſequences of loving and ſerving God, 
whereby we ſecure to ourſelves Heaven and 
eternal Bliſs. This Life is but for a few 
Years, it will ſoon be over, and then, O 
the happy and defirable Eternity which will 
ſucceed? Is not this enough to let us fee 
where our greateſt Intereſt lies, and how 
much it will be for our own Advantage to 
love and ſerve God? It is by ſerious and 
devout Reflections of this Kind, we are now 
to diſpoſe ourſelves for the approaching So- 
lemnity, and that we may have Reaſon to re- 


joice in the Nativity of Chriſt. Theſe an- 


nual Solemnities are wiſely deſigned by the 
Church for the ſpiritual Good of her Children, 


that laying before them a lively Repreſen- 


tation of the grand Myſteries of the holy 
Religion they profeſs, they may from thence 
not only learn their Duty, but be ſtirred 
up to a zealous Performance of it. Let us 
thus diſpoſe ourſelves, and for this beg the 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace, that while we com 
memorate his Mercies to us, we may not 
be ungrateful to him. How miſerably blind, 
and inſenſible to our own Good mult we be, 
if his Mercies, and the Conſideration of 
them, have no Effect upon us! What will 

it 
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it avail us to know what he has done for 
us, ſeemingly to thank him for it by com- 
memorating his Bleſſings in theſe ſolemn 
Feſtivals, unleſs we ſeriouſly endeavour to 
make ſome due Returns to his Love? We 
can never do too much for him who has 
done ſo much for us. Let us adore him 
then ; let us love, and let us ſerve him here, 
that we may enjoy him, praiſe him, and 
be happy with him for ever. 


ASPIRATIONS, 


O Jeſus, my adorable Saviour and Re- 
deemer! Thou Son of God made Man! 
How am I loſt in the ſweet Contemplation 
of thy Love and Goodneſs to us! O may 
the Memory of this Love always remain 
with me! May it be ſo deeply grafted in 
my Heart that I may never forget thee, 
nor be ungrateful to thy Love! I adore thee, 
O thou true Life and Happineſs of my Soul ! 
I adore thee in this wonderful Myſtery of 
Goodneſs and Bounty. O that I could love 
thee as thou haſt loved me! My God I 
deſire to love thee in the beſt Manner I am 
able, and becauſe I love thee, to ſerve and obey 
thee in all Things. Aſſiſt me with thy Grace, 
O Lord! Aſſiſt and help me that I may 
duly prepare myſelf to meet thee in the 
approaching Solemnity. That while I ho- 


2 nour 
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honour thy ſacred Birth of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin Mary, thou may'ſt be ſpiritually born 
in me. Unite me, Dear Jeſus ! intimately 
to thee, and may nothing be able to ſepa- 
rate me from thee. May I live in thee, 
and by thee! May I live only for thee, 
and to thee here, and happily enjoy thee 
hereafter, 


FOURTH 
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Fourth SUND AY of Advent. 
The GOSPEL, St. Zuke iii. 1. 


N OW in the fifteenth Year of the Reign 

of Tiberius Ceſar, Pontius Pilate being 
Governor of Fudea, and Herod being Tetrach 
of Ga'ilee, and Philip his Brother Tetrach of 
Tturca, and the Country of Traconitis, and 
. Lyſanias Tetrach of*Av:1!.a. 2. Under the 
High Prieſts Annas and Caiphas : The Word 
of the Lord was made unto n the Son of 
Zachary in the Deſart. 3. And he came into 
all the Country about Jan, preaching the 
Baptiſm of Penance for the Remiſſion of Sins 
as it is written in the Book of the Sayings of 
1ſaias the Prophet: 4. A Voice of one cry- 
ing in the Wilderneſs ; prepare ye the Way 
of the Lord, make ſtraight his Paths. 5. 
Every Valley ſhall be filled ; and every Moun- 
tain and Hill ſhall be brought low, and the 
crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and the 
rough Ways plain. 6. And all Fleſh ſhall 
ſee the Salvation /ent from God, 


REFLEC- 
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REFLECTIONS, 


This is the fourth and laſt Sunday of Ad- 
vent: the Goſpel of it, like thoſe of the ſe- 
cond and third, is an Account of the preach- 
ing of St. 7ohn Baptiſt, and his telling the 

ews of the Coming of their long expected 
eſſias, with ſerious Exhortations to diſpoſe 
themſelves to receive him by btinging forth 
worthy Fruits of Penance. But, why does 


| the Church repeat the ſame Thing ſo often 


over to us? Why are her Goſpels on theſe 
Sundays, on the ſame Subject? Why! But 
to make a deeper Impreſſion on our Minds, 
and to make us attentive to what ſo much 
regards us, and wherein we are ſo deeply 
concern'd ! It is an Affair of the utmoſt Con- 
fequence to us, and therefore deſerves our 
frequent and ſerious Attention. The Holy 
Precurſor of Jeſus tells the Fews, that he was 
ſent to prepare the Way of the Lord, and to 
make ſtraight his Paths, that in order to this 
every Valley was to be filled up, and ever 
Mountain and Hill to be levell'd, the crook- 
ed Ways to be made ſtraight, and the rough 
Ways ſmooth, that all Fleſh might ſee the 
Salvation ſent from God. This Advice of the 
tiſt is now given to us by the Church, and 
is no leſs neceſſary for us than the Fews, 

that 
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that we may prepare ourſelves as we ought 
for the Kingdom of God which is at Hand, 
and from which Sin will exclude us. Unleſs 
you do Penance, you ſhall all periſh, ſays Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, St. Luke vi. 13. Repentance is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, as our Sins have made 
a ſad Separation between God and us. To 
cloſe this Separation, and to reconcile us to 
God, Jeſus Chrift came into the World; 
to make Atonement for our Sins, and to reſtore 
us to the Grace and Favour of God, and all 
the happy Conſequences of it : But in order 
to this we muſt do our Part, and by ſincere 
Repentance, by Works of Penance, and the 
Amendment of our Lives, make ourſelves wor- 
thy of the Bleſſings deſigned for us by the 
Birth of Chriſt. | 
This Repentance, this Baptiſm of Pe- 
nance, to which we are now exhorted, con- 
ſiſts in a hearty Deteſtation of Sin, a ſincere 
Sorrow and Contrition for it, with a ſincere 
and firm Purpoſe of Amendment, and of not 
ſinning any more. We muſt be ſorry for our 
Sins, not in Words only, but from our Hearts: 
We muſt excite ourſelves to this Sorrow and 
Contrition by ſeriouſly conſidering how baſe 
Sin is in itſelf ; how odious and diſpleaſing it is 
to God, who being eſſentially holy and per- 
fet, cannot but hate and abhor Sin. We 
have Reaſon to be ſorry for our Sins, becauſe 
thereby we oftend God who is ſo good to = 
: an 
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and from whom we have receiv'd ſo many Benc- 
fits. All that we have, we receiv'd from him. 
He created us : He redeemed us : He preſerves 
us: He gives us all the temporal Bleſſings we 
enjoy, and promiſes us eternal Happineſs in 


Heaven. It muſt then be an extream Ingra- 


titude to offend him by Sin who has been, 
who is ſo good to us. If we conſider this 
ſeriouſly we ſhall find juſt Motives to produce 
true Sorrow 'and Contrition for our Sins, more 
ſo, from the Love of God, conſidering him in- 
finitely good in himſelf, infinitely amiable and 
worthy to be loved. | 

Having thus ſtirr'd up ourſelves to true 
Sorrow for our Sins, we muſt with great 
Humility confeſs and accuſe ourfelves of them 
to the Prieſts and Miniſters of God, that 
from them we may receive the Benefit of 
Abſolution and the Pardon of our Sins. They 
are as ſo many Baptiſts ſent by God, particu- 
larly at this time, to preach to us this Baptiſm 
of Penance, and to exhort us to bring forth 
worthy Fruits of Penance by a careful Amend- 
ment of our Lives, avoiding all Sin and the 
Occaſion of it, and daily ſtriving to advance 
in Virtue and the Love of God. This is 
that Baptiſm of Penance ſo neceſſary for us, 
and wherein conſiſts one and a great Part of 
that Preparation we are now to make for the 
Coming of our Lord. Another and neceſſa 
Part is to obſerve what is further ſaid in this 
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Day's Goſpel : Every Valley ſhall be filled; and 
every Mountain aud Hill hall be brought low, 
and the crooked ſhall be made Straight ; and the 
rough Mays, plain. We muſt level the Moun- 
tains of Pride and Ambition by Goſpel Humi- 
lity, Mildneſs and Meekneſs. We muſt fill 
up the empty Valleys of Sloth and Indifference 
by Zeal and Fervour in good Works. We 
muſt ſtraighten the crooked Ways of our per- 
verſe Inclinations, and plain the rough Paths 
of our inordinate Deſires by reducing them to 
an exact Conformity to the Will of God, 
that we may neither wiſh nor deſire any 
Thing but what is pleaſing to him. We muſt 
forſake the crooked and bye Paths of the 
World, and walk in the plain and ſmooth 
Way of his holy Commands. By this means 
we ſhall come to ſee, that is, receive the happy 
Effects of this Salvation ſent from God. As 
nothing here is conſulted but our Intereſt, that 
ought to make us diligent in the Performance 
of our Duty, as our eternal Happineſs depends 
upon it. How happy ſhall we be when we 
come to ſee this Salvation of God ! Happy in 
the Enjoyment of him who is the Fountain 
of all Bliſs, and who now invites us to this 
Happineſs, and tells us how we may obtain 
it, How miſerably fooliſh are all thoſe who 
ſlight his Goodneſs, and refuſe to hearken to 


his Calls ! Such truly deſerve to ſuffer under 
the 
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the ſad Effects of his Juſtice, who thus neglect 
and reject his Mercy. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O FJeſus my adorable Redeemer ! Thou 
art the Salvation ſent from God, the promis'd 
Meſſias, the Deſire of the Patriarchs, and Ex- 

ectation of the Prophets. Thou comelt, dear 
ary to bring Salvation to Mankind, and 
to fill the Earth with tha Riches of thy Boun- 
ty. Go forth O Daughter of Sion! Go forth 
my Soul to meet thy King, and prepare the 
Way of the Lord, of this Sovereign Lord of 
Heaven and Earth. O my God! I deſire to 
meet thee, and to prepare thy Way. O that 
I could do it in ſome Mæaſure anſwerable to 
what thou deſerveſt! | 

O thou eternal Source and Fountain of all 
Good! In thee are contain'd all the Trea- 
ſures of Heaven. Open the rich Store-Houſe 
of thy Grace, and from thence adorn my Soul 
with all thoſe Virtues which may make me 
pleaſing and acceptable to thee. I now go 
forth to mfet thee, dear Redeemer of my Soul, 
and humbly invite thee to take up thy Reſi- 
dence in my Heart. O come and dwell in 
my Heart by Love, and grant that by a rect- 


procal Love I may be inſeparably united to 
thee, 
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WEDNESDAY 


In the fourth Week of Advent, 
The GOSPEL, St. Luke iii. 1. 


NO W in the fifteenth Year of the Reign 

of Tiberius Ceſar, Pontius Pilate being 
Governor of Fudea, and Hered being Tetrarch 
of Galilee, and Philip his Brother Tetrarch of 
Iturca, and the Country of Trachonitis, and 
Lyſanias Tetrarch of Abilina. 2. Under the 
High Prieſts Annas and Caiphas: The Word 
of the Lord was made unto Fohn the Son of 
Zachary in the Deſart. 3. And he came into 
all the Country about Jordan, preaching 
the Baptiſm of Penance for the Remiſſion of 
Sins; as it is written in the Book of the 
Sayings of 1/aias the Prophet. 4. A Voice 
of one crying in the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye 
the Way of the Lord, make ſtraight his 
Paths. 5. Every Valley ſball be filled, and 
every Mountain and Hill ſhall be brought 
low, and the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, 
and the rough Ways plain. 6. Andall Fleſh 
ſhall ſee the Salvation ſent from God. 


REFLEC- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


Saint John Baptiſt preaching to the Fervr, 
and telling them of the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt, 
is an inſtructive Leſſon to all Chriſtians, who 
are no leſs intereſted therein now, than the 

ews were then. They were the peculiar 

eople, the favourite Nation of God, to whom 
he had given a Law by the Diſpenſation of 
Angels. A holy Law indeed, and peculiar 
to them ; but this Law was to be abrogated 
at the Coming of Chriſt, and the Partition - 
Wall between Few and Gentile to be broken 
down, and the more noble and univerſal Law 
of Grace was to be eſtabliſh'd by the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpe!, whereby all Nations, every 
one, all Fleſh might ſee the Salvation ſent 
from God, that is, partake of the Mercies of 
that general Redemption, the Son of God 
came into the World to bring to all Mankind 
without Exception of Perſons : of which, as 
St. John Baptiſt did the Fews, ſo the Church 
at this time puts us Chriſtians in Mind, and 
offers the ſame to our ſerious Conſiderations. 

This Salvation, this Redemption is univer- 
ſal and deſign'd for every one; to ſuppoſe or 
imagine otherwiſe would be a terrible Illuſion, 
and a manifeſt Affront to the unlimited Good- 
neſs and Mercy of God, who as he created 
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every one, is likewiſe ſincerely deſirous to ſave 
every one. Nothing can hinder any one from 
partaking Salvation of this, but Obſtinacy in 
din, by which Sinners refuſe to be ſav'd, that 
is, will not do what is requir'd to partake of 
the Salvation offer'd to them, and to every 
one. As God is infinitely Good, infinitely 
Merciful and infinitely Juſt, to ſuppoſe that 
he does not ſincerely deſire the Salvation of 
all Men, is to deny theſe Attributes eſſential 
to him; for how can we ſuppoſe him infinite- 
ly good and merciful, if he excludes any from 
Salvation, any who deſire, and endeavour to 
be ſaved? How can he be thought infinitely 
Juſt, if propoſing Salvation to us, he is not 
willing to beſtow it upon us, and to furniſh 
us with ſufficient Means to obtain it? A 
Thought of this kind is as ſhocking to Rea- 
Jon, as it is contrary to Truth and Religion. 
Ged ſo loved the World that he ſent his Son into 
the World, that the World might be Javed by 
him, St. John iii. The whole World, not a 
Part of it only. If all are not ſaved, if any 
are loſt, it is through their own Fault, and 
not for want of any Will in God, or Defect 
of Means whereby they might partake of that 
Salvation wrought by Feſus Chriſt. This juſti- 
fies all the Ways of God, and makes it ap- 
pear that none are loſt but by their own Fault. 
Thy Perdition is of thyſelf, O Iſrael. Amos iv. 
10 corroborate this Truth, let us _— 
| what 
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what God himſelf fays, by his Prophet: 7 
defire not the Death of a Sinner, but that he 
be converted, and live, Turn unto me with all 
your Heart. Why will you die, O Houſe of 
Vrael? At what time ſoever a Sinner ſhall be 
converted, he ſhall ſave his Soul and live, Ezec. 
xxi. In like manner Fe/us Chriſt thus ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to every one: Come unto me all 
you who are heavy laden, and I will refreſh you. 
St. Matt. xi. I come not to call the Juſt, but 
Sinners io repentance. Chriſt is the Propitiation 
for our Sins; not for the Sins of ſome only, 
but for the Sins of all the World : Nor is 
there any Sinner but may find Mercy, and 
thereby ſee the Salvation ſent from God. This 
is the Purport of all thoſe ſignificant Parables 
recorded in the ſacred Oracles. To deny, 
or to doubt of this, is to overthrow tne whole 
Syſtem of the Goſpel, and to evacuate the 
Promiſes of God. All Men may be ſaved 
if they are not wanting to it themſelves. Let 
no one then deſpair, not the greateſt Sinner, 
fince by ſincere and true Repentance he may 
aſſuredly find in Feſus Chrift, a Saviour, and 
by him obtain eternal Life and Happineſs, and 
efcape that Judgment their Sins make them 
liable to. St. Fohn warn'd the Fews to fly from 
the Wratb to come, St. Matt. iii. And caution'd 
them againſt a falſe Security they might draw 
from being Children of Abraham. The 

D 5 Church 
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Church now in the ſame Manner admoniſhes 
her Children, all Chriſtians. There are very 
few Chriſtians, or rather are there any, who 
can ſay they are not Sinners, or that they do 
not ſtand in need of the Mercy of God, and 
of his Salvation ? Can any one then be back- 
ward, or unwilling to diſpoſe themſelves for 
it? Is it a diſagreeable Thing for Sinners to 
be reconciled to an offended God, and to ſhare 
in that Mercy and Salvation he ſo generouſly 
brings, and with ſo much Bounty offers to 
every one? Let us all endeavour to ſhare in 
it. Let us ſo improve the preſent favourable 
Opportunity, that we may not receive this 
Grace of God in vain, This Grace is now 
manifeſted in the Birth of his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour, that he may be a Saviour to us 
all. He ſincerely deſires ſo to be. He has 
done every Thing requiſite on his Part; and 
ſhall we be wanting on ours ? Shall we do no- 
thing for ourſelves? Nothing for Love of him 
who has done ſo much for Love of us? May 
this Bounty, this Goodneſs of God, have a 
proper Effect upon us, that we may make a 
right Uſe of it, and thereby come effectually 
to ſce the Salvation of God in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, there to enjoy and be happy 
with him for ever. 


AS PI- 
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ASPIRATIONS. 


O God of infinite Mercy and Goodneſs ! 
thou comeſt in Mercy to viſit thy People, and 
to bring Salvation to all the Nations of the 
Earth. Grant, dear Lord, that I may ſhare 
in this Mercy, and partake of this Salvation. 
I adore thee, O loving Feſus, Saviour of the 
World. I adore thee, | praiſe and bleſs thee 
for thy incomparable Love to poor- Sinners. 
It is in thy holy and humble Birth that I be- 
hold this Mercy ſhining forth with incon- 
ceiveable Brightneſs and Luſtre, How is my 
poor Soul comforted to ſee thee my dear Re- 
deemer coming to dwell among us ! I defire 
to mect thee at thy Coming, withall the Aﬀec- 
tions of humble Love and Gratitude, and to 
make the beſt Returns I am able. I gladly 
accept of that Salvation thou offerett me, and 
I will do all that [ can to partake of it. As 
thou, O Lord, haft done a great deal for me, 
haſt ſuffer'd 2 great deal for me, I am defirous 
to do ſomething for thee, and to teſtify my 
Love and Gratitude to thee. I will hence- 
forth live to thee only, I will love and ſerve 
thee only, for thou alone art the true Life and 
Happineſs of my Soul, and without thee I can 
never be happy either here, or hereafter. 


FRI- 
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GOSPEL, St. Luke iii. 1. ; 


OW in the fifteenth Year of the 
Reign of Tiberius Caeſar, Pontius Pi- 
late being Governor of Judea, and Herod 
being Tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his 
Brother Tetrarch of [turea, and the Coun- 
try of Trachonitis, and Lyſanias Tetrarch 
of Abilina. 2. Under the High Prieſts An- 
nas and Carphas: The Word of the Lord 
was made unto John the Son of Zachary 
in the Deſart. 3. And he came into all 
the Country about Jordan preaching the 
Baptiſm of Penance for the Remiſſion of 
Sins; as it is written in the Book of the 
Sayings of Jſaias the Prophet. 4. A Voice 
of one Crying in the Wilderneſs, Prepare 
ye the Way of the Lord, make ſtraight 
his Paths. 5. Every Valley ſhall be filled, 
and every Mountain and Hill ſhall be brought 
low, and the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, 
and the rough Ways plain. 6. And all 

leſn ſhall ſee the Salvation /ent from __ 
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REFLECTIONS. 


We are now upon the Eve of the great So- 
lemnity of Chriſtmas, or the annual Com- 
memoration of the ſacred Birth of Jeſus 
Chriſt, To diſpoſe ourſelves for a worthy 
celebrating this wonderful Effect of God's 
Love to us, a proper Retirement from the 
Hurry and vain Amuſements of the World, 
is neceſſary. To this the Church now calls 
us, and propoſes to us the Example of St. John 
Baptiſt in the Deſart, where from his Child- 
hood he remained till he was about thirty Years 
of Age, and paſſed his Time in perfect Soli- 
tude, in rigorous Penance, and fervent 
Prayer and Contemplation. Happy thoſe de- 
vout Chriſtians who endeavour to imitate 
him as far as the Circumſtances of the State 
of Life, God has placed them in, will per- 
mit! This is every one's Duty; and if we 
are not obliged to be cloathed in Camels 
Hair, and to feed upon Locuſts and wild 
Honey, we are certainly obliged to renounce 
all Luxury, and Extravagance in our Dreſs ; 
all Exceſs and Intemperance in eating and 
drinking, and to let a chriſtian Moderation 
be our Rule, rather than the Cuſtoms of a 
corrupt World. What hinders us, that 


we cannot avoid all criminal Pleaſures, 
idle 
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idle Diverſions and vain Amuſements! We 
certainly may, if we pleaſe, withdraw our- 
ſelves from the Hurry and Noiſe of the 
World, and live in ſome Recollection of 
Mind, and Tranquillity of Spirit. This may 
be done even while we attend to the neceſ- 
ſary Employments of our Station in the 
World, by an interiour Retirement and So- 
litude of the Heart, a withdrawing our Af- 
fections from any inordinate Attachment to 
the Enjoyments of this World, which hin- 
der us from ſeeking in the firſt Place the 
Kingdom .of God and the Righteouſneſs 
thereof. A Retirement which ſeparates us 
in Spirit from the World, ſo that while we 
live in it, we may not be of it; to which, 
if we added ſometimes, at proper Seaſons, as 
in this holy Seaſon of Advent, a more than 
ordinary Receſs and Vacation from world] 
Buſineſs, to look into our ſpiritual Affairs, 
and the State of our Souls, the Advanta- 
ges we ſhould reap from it, would ſuffici- 
ently recommend the Practice, and therein 
to follow the Example of the Saints and ho- 
ly Men, who choſe to live privately to God 
and themſelyes, when Duty, and the Obli- 
ro of their Station, or Charity to their 
eighbour, did not call them forth into the 
Publick. 
As the World may be ſtiled a rough and 
dangerous Sea, full of Rocks and Shelves, 


ſubject to many Storms and Tempeſts, none 
| but 
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but the- raſh and imprudent will unneceſſa- 
rily venture upon it, a more than ordinary 
Skill being. required to fail thro* it, fo as 
to arrive ſafe at the Port. It is the wiſe 
Man's Aſſertion: He that loves. Danger ſhall 
periſb in it, Eccleſ. vi. 3. And we are not 
to wonder if many are loſt, who might have 
been ſafe, had they been wiſe enough to have 
kept themſelves in that Privacy for which they 
were deſigned; but a fatal Itch of appearing 
in Publick, a Vanity to be taken notice of, 
and to be thought of Importance, makes them 
not ſee their Danger, and makes them look 
upon a private Life with Contempt, as a Hin- 
drance they ſay of gaining a Reputation. 
More happy and ſecure the Chriſtian who chuſes 
to live retir'd from the Noiſe and Hurry of the 
World, moves on contented in a private Sphere 
till the Order of God calls him forth to appear 
in Publick. Thus St. Fobn Baptiſt, tho? de- 
ſign'd for the publick Office of Chritt's Precur- 
ſor, ſpent many Years retir'd in the Wilder- 
neſs, till call'd by God, and by him ſent from 
the Heſart to preach to the Fews. | 
If we conſider ſeriouſly what the World is, 
and behold it in a proper and true Light, we 
ſhall ſoon perceive how little it deſerves that 
Attachment by which the Hearts of ſo many 
are unhappily glued, as I may fay, to it. 
What is this World, and what are all the 
Enjoy ments of it? Short, tranſitory and uncer- 
taing 
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certain, which we poſleſs to-day, and may 
be depriv'd of to-morrow. Can this be the 
proper Object of a Chriſtian's Care and Sollici- 
tude? We are created by God for the Enjoy- 
ment of him in another and better World. 
To ſecure this to us, and to ſhow us the way 
to ity J Chriſt the Son of God comes into 
this World, and bids us follow him. As 
Chriſtians we profeſs to believe this, and are 
now to diſpoſe ourſelves to meet him in the 
annual Commemoration of his holy Birth. 
In every Circumſtance of his humble Nativity 
we may ſee that Contempt of this World he 
would infpire us with, nor can we diſpoſe our- 
ſelves as we ought to meet him, unleſs we en- 
deavour to draw our Hearts and Affections from 
all inordinate Love of this World and Attach- 
ment to it. 

Be ſenſible then, Chriſtians, of your Du- 
ty, and be perſuaded that it is alſo your Inte- 
reſt, to renounce to the World, that is to all 
finful Commerce with it. Learn by ſerious 
Reflection in a holy Solitude and Retirement, 
that when God himſelf comes down from Hea- 
ven to Earth, to conduct you to Heaven, 
you muſt be extreamly wanting to yourſelves, 
to ſlight or refuſe theſe Offers of his Bounty. 
It will be a fad Reflection, one Day, to think 
how happy we might have been, but loſt that 
Happineſs by our own Folly. One Day to 


behold Fe/us Chriſt, not as our Salvation, not 
25 
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as our gracious Redeemer, but as a terrible 

but juſt Judge, excluding us from the Happi- 
neſs of the next World for our ſinful Love 
of this. To prevent this Misfortune now 
while we have time, let us lay hold of his 
Mercy, and correſpond to theſe Graces he 
offers to us. Let us bid adieu to all the ſinful 
Ways of the World, and retire from all Occaſi- 
ons of finning. Let us prepare the Way of the 
Lord by walking in the ſweet and pleaſant 
Paths of his holy Commandments, which will 
ſafely conduct us to eternal Life. 


rieren 
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O Feſus, my dear Redeemer, the Salvation 
of all who love and hope in thee! O 
draw my Heart and my AﬀeCtions from the 
World, and all ſinful Attachment to it! It is 
for thee, my God, I am created, and not for 
the World. While I live in it according to 
the Order of thy Providence, let me not be 
of it, nor ſet my Heart upon any Thing in it. 
May I place all my Happineſs in thee, and 
in thy holy Service, thou haſt made my 
Heart for thyſelf, may it ever be unquiet till 
it reſt in thee. Grant that I may daily ſeek 
after thee in an internal Solitude, holy Retire- 
ment, and devout Prayer, and endeavour dai- 
ly to be united to thee by a ſincere and ardent 
Love of thee. For this! now bid adieu to the 

of a World, 
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World, I renounce all its vain Amuſe- 
ments and ſinful Delights. It ſhall have ne 
Place in my Heart, or Affections, which ſhal 
be plac'd on thee alone, who alone art all my 


Good, my God and my all, 
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ON THE 


SOLEMN ANTIPHONS, 
OR 
Great O's. 


Dec. 17. ANTIPHON. 


O Sapientia que ex ore Altiſſimi prodiiſti, 
attingens a fine uſque ad finem, fortiter 
ſuaviterque diſponens omnia: veni ad do- 
cendum nos viam Prudentiæ. 


O Wiſdom, who haſt proceeded out 
of the Mouth of the moſt High, reach- 
ing from End to End, ſtrongly and 
ſweetly diſpoſing all Things : come and 
teach us the way of Prudence, 


I N this Antiphon the Church expreſſes her 
devout and fervent Wiſhes for the coming 

of Jeſus Chriſt as the divine Doctor or Teacher 
of a moſt pure and holy Law, As ſuch he is 
here 


* 
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here ſtiled Wiſdom, coming to inſtruct us in 
that true heavenly Wiſdom or true Prudence, 
by which we underſtand and know that then 
only we are truly . wiſe, when we are 
wiſe to Salvation, and let the prudential Care 
we ought to have of our Souls manifeſt itſelf 
in living up to the holy Law, or Goſpel of 
225 Chriſt we profeſs to believe. For this 
urpoſe and with this View we are now to 
Join with the Church in commemorating the 
coming of Jeſus Chriſt our divine Maſter and 
Teacher, and with all poſſible Fervour and De- 
votion addreſs ourſelves to him that he would 
pleaſe to illuminate our Underſtandings, and 
endue us with celeſtial Prudence, that we may 
ardently love him, and faithfully ſerve him 
here, the only Way to be happy hereafter, 


Devout Aſpirations on this Antiphon. 


O increated Wiſdom, eternal Source of all 
Good, Jeſus the Brightneſs of thy Father's 
Glory and expreſs Image of his Subſtance |! 
O Word procceding from the Mouth of the 
moſt High, and by whom all Things were 
made! O thou whoſe unerring Wiſdom 
does govern and diſpoſe all Things according 
to thy own moſt righteous and holy Will! 
come and inform my Ignorance, and teach me 
the Way of that heavenly Prudence, by 

which 
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which I may ſeek and find thee, and having 
found thee may remain inſeparably united to 
thee, Thou art, O 7eſus! the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. Thou art the Way, 
and he who followeth thee walketh not in 
Darkneſs. Thou art the only ſure unerring 
Truth, who canſtnot deceive nor be deceived. 
Thou art the true Life of my Soul, in whom 
and by whom J live. O let me not be car. 
ried away by a Spirit of falſe Prudence, the 
Prudence and Wiſdom of this World, which is 
Fooliſhneſs in thy Sight. There is no Pru- 
dence or Wiſdom but in fearing, loving and 
ſerving thee. The Fear of thee, O Lord, 
is the beginning of true Wiſdom. 

O Jeſus my adorable Saviour and Redeem- 
er | thou didſt deſcend from the Boſom of 
thy eternal Father into this Vale of Miſeries, 
and didſt become Man for my ſake, that thou 
mighteſt illuminate my Soul with the bright 
Rays of thy Truth, and that I might know 
thee the End of my Being. Behold me, dear 
Lord, loſt again and wandring from thee in 
the dark and crooked ways of Sin and Igno- 
rance. O come and bring me back to thee, 
and ſave my Soul from the Danger it is in! 

Thou art he who doſt reach from end to end, 
and whoſe almighty Power no one can reſiſt; 
Thou daſt reach from the higheſt Heaven to 
the loweſt Depth, and no leſs ſweetly than 
ſtrongly diſpoſeſt of all Things. I admire, O 

Lord, 
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Lord, thy Power and thy Wiſdom, both 
equal, both infinite. Then didſt thou truly 
reach from End to End, from Heaven to 
Earth, when thou didſt aſſume our human 
Nature, and being born of a Virgin waſt made 
Man. I adore thee, O Word incarnate ! O 
Word made Fleſh and dwelling with us! 
How unſearchable are thy Counſels, O Lord ! 
thy Ways are paſt Ing out Who can fa- 
thom the Depth of thy Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs, or penetrate the Greatneſs of this My- 
ſtery, a God Man, a Man God ? The Hea- 


vens have dropt down Dew from above, and 


the Clouds have rain'd down the holy One: 
The Earth has open'd, and budded forth a 
Saviour, O, how adorable are the Counſels 
of thy Wiſdom, O Lord ! how ſtrangely in- 
dearing are the Ways of thy Love! How 
ſweetly didſt thou diſpoſe every Thing for the 
Redemption of Man, and to fulfill thy graci- 
ous Promiſe, the Seed of the Woman fhall cruſh 
the Serpent's Head ! Lord, what is Man that 
thou art thus mindful of him, or the Son of 
Man that thou ſhouldeſt thus regard him? O 
thou true and only Life of my Soul ! How am 
I raviſh'd with Wonder and Admiration in 
the Contemplation of ſuch exceſſiye Love and 
Bounty ! What ſhall I render to thee, O 
Lord, for all thy Mercies? What return can 
I poflibly make to thee my God? Bleſs the 


Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me 


praiſe 
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praiſe his holy Name. May all the Powers 


of Heaven praiſe thee for me, and joining my 
Heart and Voice to them I will for ever praiſe 
and magnify thee, 

O Love divine ! How wonderful is thy Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs, who didſt thus overthrow 
the Power of the Devil, and defeat the Ma- 
lice of that Enemy of my Soul! O Love! O 
Goodneſs! O Power! O Wiſdom truly di- 
vine and infinite! I adore thee. Ah my God! 
What Return can I make, and what coſt thou 
require of me? Thou requireſt nothing but 
Love, and can I refuſe to love thee? O my 
dear Redeemer ! I open my Heart unto thee, 
I abandon it intirely to thy Love, and all my 
Deſire is to love thee. May 1 never be ſo in- 
grateful as to forget .thee, nor ſo fooliſh as to 
deſert thee, to ſeek for the vain and wretched 
Comforts of this World, or think I can be 
happy but in loving thee. My God! Let 
me never be guilty of ſo great a Folly, fo 
much Ingratitude. O Wiſdom of the moſt 
High, teach me, that true Wiſdom is to love 
thee, Teach me the way of Prudence, which 
may direct me to contemn and deſpiſe this 
World, io a+ to find thee, and place all my 
Happineſs in loving thee. 

Theſe arc the fincere Deſires of my Heart, 
Theſe Deſires thou haſt given me, 2 a, 
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God! I could not have them of myſelf, grant 
me then what I now aſk, ſince thou thyſelf 
haſt inſpired me to aſk. It is thus, O Savi- 
our of my Soul! I defire to prepare myſelf 
to meet thee in thy holy and humble Birth: 
It is from thy ſacred Crib in Bethlehem, O 
eternal Wiſdom of the Father, that thou wilt 
teach me what I defire to know, There I 
may learn how much thou haſt loved me. 
There I ſhall be taught to love thee again: 
How to love thee here, ſo as to be happy with 
thee hereafter, 


December 


(97 ) 


Dec. 18. ANTIPHON. 


O Adonat et Dux domus Iſracl, gut 
Mayſi in igne flamme Rubi apparuiſti, et 
ei in Sina legem dediſii : vent ad redi- 
mendum nos in Brachio extento. 


O Adonai, and Leader of the Houſe 
of Iſrael, who didſt appear to Moſes in 
the Fire of the flaming Buſh, and didſt 
give to him the Law on Mount Sina: 
come and redeem us with a ſtretch*d out 
Arm. 


'S Hriſt is here truly ſtiled Adonai or Lord, 
and Leader of the Houſe of IJ/rael, for as 

he did heretofore redeem the People of //raet 
from the Slavery of Egypt with a high Hand, 
and in many Signs and Wonders, ſo he comes 
in his holy and humble Birth to redeem Man- 
kind from the Slavery of Sin and Death, and 
to ſhew himſelf the Lord and Leader of all 
faithful Chriſtians, to guide and conduct 
them by his Grace thro' the Wilderneſs of 
this World, and bring them into the true 
Canaan or promis'd Land of eternal Happi- 
neſs in Heaven; and as the Fews were oblig- 
ed to follow and obey Maſes conducting them 
thro' the Deſart, ſo = Chriftians muſt follow 
and 
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and obey Jeſus Chriſt our true Lord, our ſure 
and ſafe Guide to Heaven. Let us hearken 
to, and obey his holy Calls, whereby 
we ſhall truly find him our Deliverer and our 
Saviour, and reap the happy Effects of his 
coming into the World and becoming Man 
for our Sakes. 


Devout Aſpirations on this Antiphon. 


O thou true Lord and Leader of the Houſe 
of Iſrael, Jeſus the promis'd Meſſias ! Thou 
didſt graciouſly appear in our Fleſh to conduct 
us from the Egypt of this World to the hea- 
venly Canaan, to free us from the hard and 
cruel Slavery of Sin and Death, and to reſtore 
us to the glorious Liberty of the Children of 
God, What Praiſe and Thankſgiving are 
due to thee for this thy Love and Bounty! 
Thou didſt heretofore appear to thy Servant 
Moſes in a flaming Buſh. Thou didſt make 
him the Leader of thy choſen People //rael, and 
didſt give to him the Law on Mount Sina in 
Thunder and Lightning, and with great Majeſty 
and Splendor. This Law thou didſt give to a 
hard and ſtiff-necked People, and with ſo much 
Terrour to make them fear thee. This Law 
thou didſt give only to the Fews, and that 
but for a time. Thou didſt deſign a more 
noble, eaſy, and univerſal Law, the Law of 

Grace 
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Grace for Jews and Gentiles, for all Nations, 
and for every one who believes in thee. In the 
Fulneſs of time thou didſt come to give us this 
Law, and didſt appear, not in a burnin 
Buſh, not in Terrour and Majeſty, but in 
great Humility and Poverty, veſted with our 
human Nature, yet burning with Love and 
in the Flames of Charity to poor Man, Thou 
didſt come, O Saviour of the World with an 
Arm ſtretch'd out, not to ſpread Fear and 
Terrour round the Earth, but to lead and con- 
duct us to thyſelf by all the ſweet and gentle 
Ways of Love. Thou doft kindly invite us 
all to thee by telling us thy Yoke is eaſy and thy 
Burden light. We are not now ſubject to a 
hard and ceremonious Law. Thy Law is the 
ſweet and gentle Law of Love, of Love 
which makes all Things eaſy and pleaſant. 
But if thy Yoke is thus eaſy and thy Burden 
light ; if thy Law is a Law of Love, gentle 
and ſweet, whence comes it, O my divine 
Maſter! Whence comes it that I am fo 
backward in complying with it, ſo unwillin 
to bend my ſtiff Neck toit? Ah my God! 
why do prefer the hard Service of the World 
to thy moſt reaſonable and juſt Commands? 
It is, alas] becauſe Sin yet reigns in me, and 
I follow the inordinate Defires of my corrupt 
Heart. My Spirit is willing to follow and 
obey ' thee, but my F * is weak, The De- 
* 


vil 
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vil and the World ſollicite me, and ] ſuffer 
myſelf to be drawn away by them. I ſufter 
myſelf to be Jed by them, for they cannot 
force me, and fooliſhly hearken to their flat- 
tering Deceits. O Adenai! O my Lord and 
my Beliverer'! O come and free me from 
theſe my Enemies who ſeek my Ruin. Come, 
O Lord! and with a ſtrong Hand, and with 
a ſtretch'd out Arm deliver me from them, 
() break thoſe Chains of evil Habits and In- 
clinations wherewith my poor Soul is miſera- 
bly bound. Untie the Cords of Sin that I 
may walk with Freedom and Pleaſure in the 
ſweet Paths of thy holy Commands, that be- 
ing freed from al] Love of this vain World, 
I may place my Heart and Aſfections on thee 
my ſweet Jeſus who alone art the worthy Ob- 
ject of my Love. 

Thou didſt come in thy ſacred and humble 
Birth to ſave and redeem us, to illuminate 
our Minds with the Knowledge of thee, and 
to inflame our Hearts with Love of thee. It 
js this Mercy I deſire now gratefully to com- 
memorate, and to thank thee for. Thou 
didſt come veſted with our Fleſh, a little 
weeping Infant lying in a Manger in a poor 
Stable. In this Myſtery I now behold and 
deſire to adore thee with all the grateful Senſe 
of Love and Duty. I proſtrate myſelf in 


Spirit before thee. Hail ſweet Jeſus, dear 
Redeemer 
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Redeemer, thou Word made Fleſh ! Praiſe 
Honour and Glory be to thee, O Chrilt, 
Who for love of us poor wretched Mortals 
didſt deſcend from thy royal Seat above into 
this World of Miſery and Woe, that thou 
mighteſt free us from the ſad ſtate of Sin, and 
from eternal Puniſhment, O my God!] my 
Lord! Come once more, and take up thy 
Reſidence in my Heart. I confeſs it is more 
vile and filthy than the Stable of Bethlim 
where thou waſt lodg'd at thy Coming into 
the World, but do thou ſo cleanſe it by thy 
Grace, and adorn it with thy Love, that it 
may become a plealing Habitation to thee. 
This is my earneſt Deſire, and for this 
End didſt thou come into the World, chat be- 
ing freed from the Dominion of Sin and the 
Power of the Devil, and made thy Child 
by adoption and Grace, I might dwell in thee 
and thou in me. Let nothing hinder this 
gracious Defign of thine, O thou true Life 
and Happineſs of my Soul! Let not thoſe 
Enemies of my Soul prevail againit me, and 
deprive me of ſo great a Good. Arife O 
God ! And let thine Enemies and mine be 
ſcatter'd, and let them that hate thee fly 
before thee. Ariſe, O Lord, in thy mighty 
Power and deliver me. Thou who didit 
heretofore deliver the Children of //rael from 


Egyptian Bondage under the Conduct of 
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Moſes, and didſt bring them into the Land 
of Promiſe, behold me here in the Egyft 
of this World ſighing and wiſhing for my 
Deliverance that I may come to thee in the 
true heavenly Canaan, where I may poſſeſs 
and love thee, love and poſſeſs thee for ever. 
Stretch out thy mighty Arm, O infant Jeſus, 
eternal Son of God, God thyſelf. Cruſh the 
infernal Serpent's Head. Redeem and ſave 
me, and conduct me ſafe to thee in Heaven, 
there to be eternally happy with thee. 


Dec. 


( 103 ) 


December 19, ANTIPHON, 1 

O Radix Jeſſe, qui ſtas in fignum po- i! 
pulorum, ſuper quem continebunt Reges os 1 
ſuum, quem Gentes deprecabuntur: veni i 
ad liberandum nos, jam noli tardare. , | 
| 


O Root of Jeſſe, who ſtandeſt for a 
Sign of the People, before whom Kings 
ſhall ſhut their Mouths, whom the 
Gentiles ſhall beſeech: Come and deli- 
ver us. Do not now delay. 


Serre 


. Hriſt is call'd here the Root of Fe, and 
a Sign to the People, and he is truly fo. 
According to his human Nature he ſprung 
from the Royal Race of David, from whoſe 
Loins God had promis'd the Meſſias or Savi - 
our ſhould proceed. He is no leſs the Sign 
or Seal of the Covenant of Grace, and by 
whom Salvation was brought to all Mankind, 
and who comes to deliver the Sons of Adam 
from the ſad Condition and Miſery in which 
they were involv'd by Sin. He is likewiſe 
the true and only Root from whence all ſpi- 
ritual Graces ſpring. Hence we are now 
call'd upon in a particular Manner to have 
recourſe to him, that by his Nativity of the B. 
Virgin we may partake of theſe Bleſſings he | 
comes to bring to all the Earth, Let us beg 9 
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that he would ſow the ſeeds of his Grace in 
our Hearts, that they may take deep Root, 


and ſpring up and bring forth Fruit to ever- 
laiting Life. 


Devout Aſpirations on this Antiphon,. 


O Jeſus, Son of God, and Son of the 
Blefled Virgin, true God and true Man! 
Son of God the Father, co-equal and co-etcr- 
nal God with him and the Holy Ghoſt, one 
and the ſame God, before all Time, without 
Beginning and without End! Son of the 
Bleſſed Virgin born in Time, the Root of 
Zefſe ! Thou art that Sign to all People by 
which we are directed in our way to Blifs. 
Before thee ail the Nations of the Earth ſhall 
tremble, and all the Monarchs of the World 
be ſilent; for in thy Preſence they are nothing 
and all their Power but Wind and Smoak. 
Thou alone art to be fear d. Thy Power is 
infinite. Thou art great and terrible, the 
mighty Lord before whom the Pillars of Hea- 
ven ſhake and the Elements fly away. But, 
great and mighty as thou art, the omnipo- 
tent Creator of Heaven and Farth, yet to 
ſew the Riches of thy Mercy to Man, and 
the Sweetneſs of thy Love to him, thou wouldſt 
become Man like us. Thou wouldſt aſſume 
our human Nature to become our Saviour, 
and 
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and Redeemer. In thee the feed of Abraham 
ſhall all Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. 
To thee ſhall the Gentiles pray, and all Peg- 
ple ſhall praiſe thy holy Name. Thou art the 
Promis'd Meſſias, the Expectation of the Pa- 
triarchs, the Deſire of the Prophets and Hope 
ofthe Juſt. O] come and fulfil the longing 
Deſires of thy faithful Servants. Come! Aud 
redeem and ſave us! Make no longer Delay, 
O God! 

Send, O Lord, the Lamb the Lord of all 
the Earth, that Iniquity may no longer pre- 
vail. Thou art, O Jeſus, that Lamb, that 
Lord of all the Earth. Thou art the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the Sins of the 
World. O come and let Iniquity ceaſe. May 
the deſired of all Nations come! Thou art, 

O Jeſus, the deſired of all Nations, and thou 
art likewiſe the Deſire of my poor Soul, who 
wiſhes for thee and ſighs after thee. Come, 
deareſt Lord, into my Soul, and take up thy 
Abode with me. Come and communicate 
thyſelf to me. Make my Soul by thy Grace 
2 fit Habitation for thee, that thou mayſt 
take thy Delight in me, and I be inſeparably 
united to thee. 

How truly art thou call'd, O Jeſus, the 
Root of ee Thou art that Root. from | 
whence all Bleſſings ſpring, from whence all 
Graces flow. Thou art the inexhauf ible 
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Source of all Good, from whom we have re- 
ceiv'd all that we have, and from whom we 
expect all that we hope. O may thy Grace 
flow upon the ſervile and barren Land of my 
Soul, that it may become fruitful in good 
Works and, the Love of thee ! Thou ſtand- 
eſt, O Jeſus, for a Sign to the People. Thou 
art that Sign, which, as old Simeon propheſied 
of thee, ſhould be contradicted, and thou 
giveſt thyſelf to be this Sign in the Myſtery 
of thy holy Croſs, to the Jets a ſtumbling 
Block, and to the Gentiles Folly, but the 
Choice of thoſe who love thee, and the happy 
Portion of thy Elect. O let me never, then, 
be ſeparated from the Society of thoſe who 
acknowledge this Sign, and carry it as a 
Mark that they belong to thee. Alas! what 
will become of me if I do not affociate my- 
ſelf with them? Where ſhall I be led if I 
do not follow the way of the Croſs? How 
ſhal) I pleaſe thee, or be number'd among 
thy Followers it I fly from the Croſs, the Sign 
and Standard around which thou doſt afſem- 
ble all who belong to thee ? 

O thou deſired of all Nations, to whom 
the Gentiles ſhall pray, and in whom they 
ſhall put their Truſt! Come and diſplay 
thy almighty Power, and deſtroy the Ene- 
mies of thy holy Croſs. "Theſe Enemies are 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, = 

ec 
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ſeek our Ruin, and to draw us from thee. 
The World, O Lord, is an Enemy to thee 
and thy Croſs, and endeavours to entangle 
us in its deceitful Snares, "The Fleſh is an 
Enemy likewiſe to thy holy Croſs. It mur- 
murs. and repines at every even the leaſt 
ſuffering. The Devil ſets himſelf up in 
oppoſition to thee, and endeavours to make 
us his Slaves by Sin, Theſe are thoſe Ene- 
mies who ſeek our Ruin, and to fruſtrate 
thy gracious Deſign of coming into the 
World. Thou comeſt, O Lord, to free 
us from their cruel Tyranny, and to re- 
ſtore us to true Liberty. Thou comeſt 
to overthrow the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
and to enlighten the World by thy fav- 
ing Truths. O finiſh what thou haſt ſo 
graciouſly begun,and bring all Nations to 
the Knowledge of thee, that deliver'd 
from the Darkneſs of Iznorance and Er- 
ror, they may pray to thee, praiſe thee, 
and glorify thy holy Name. 

Finiſh thy gracious Deſign upon me, O 
Saviour of my Soul! and take me whol- 
ly to thyſelf. O! When will that happy 
Time come when I ſhall be truly dead 
to all Creatures, and live only to thee ? 
O Jeſus, thou charming ſpouſe of my Soul ! 
I long and figh after thee. O come and 
communicate thyſelf unto me! Make no 
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longer Delay. Haſte, O my God, to deh- 
ver me from the Miſeries of this Life, 
and take me to the deſired Enjoyment of 
thee, but this in thine own good Time, 


and may all my Deſires ever terminate in 
this, thy will, O Lord, be done. | 
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Dec. 20. ANTI HO. 


O Clavis David et Sceptrum Doms: 
Iſrael, qui aperis et nemo claudit, claudis 
et nemo aperit : veni et duc vintium de do- 
mo carceris, ſedentem in tenebris et um- 
bra mortis, 


O Key of David and Scepter of the 
Houſe of Iſrael, who openeſt and no 
one ſhutteth, who ſhutteſt and no one 
openeth : Come and lead out of Priſon 
the bound fitting in Darkneſs and the 
Shadow of Death. 


H fitly this Epithet of the Key of 
David is applied to Jeſus Chriſt, parti- 
cularly in the Myſtery of his ſacred Birth, 
will eaſily appear when we confider all Man- 
kind by the Sin of Adam were as Priſoners, 
bound in the Chains of Sin, ſhut up in Dark- 
neſs and the Shadow of Death. Having loſt the 
Grace and Favour of God, and condemn'd 
to an eternal ſeparation from him, nothing 
could free, them from this ſad Condition but 
the Mercy of God, ſending his Son into the 
World, who by his ſacred Paſſion and Death, 
as by a gelden Key, open'd the Priſon Doors, 
ſet Mankind free and re'tor'd them to the 
glorious Liberty of the Children of God. 
From the Darkneſs of Iguorance, and the 
| Shades 
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Shades of Death, the Conſequence of Sin, we 
are now brought to the glorious Light of 
the Knowledge of God, and of his Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt. In conſidering this Mercy of 
God, and our own happy Deliverance, how 
readily ought we to join with the Church 
in her publick and grateful Returns of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving for this fignal Bleſſing 
beſtow'd upon us. 


Devout Aſpirations on this Antiphon. 


O Jeſus my dear Redeemer | Thou art 
that Key which opens all the Treaſures of 
Heaven; and which thou doſt diſpenſe with 
a liberal Hand, Thou art the Key of Da- 
vid, the Scepter and Head of the true Houſe 
of Hrael, of all thoſe faithful Souls who love 
thee, and to whom thou doſt open the Trea- 
ſures of thy Graces here, and will open to 
them thy Kingdom of Glory hereafter. Thou 
only, O eternal Source of all Good! art he 
who can open them, and what thou doſt 
open, no one can ſhut; what thou giveſt 
A none can take away, and what thou ſhut- 
| [ teſt none can open. Unleſs thou art pleas'd 

to communicate thy Graces to us we cannot 
Obtain them, for what can we do of our- 
ſelves? Alas, my God, we are poor 


., miſerable Sinners who have loſt our Way, 
; | and 
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and have fallen into the Hands of our cruel 
Enemies, by whom we are bound, and fit 
languiſhing in Darkneſs and in the Shadow 
of Death. But do thou come, O Saviour of 
the World! And deliver us from this ſad 
Captivity : Lead us out of Priſon and bring 
us to thy glorious Light ; free us from this 
Darkneſs and Shadow of Death, that in thy 
Light we may ſee Light and live for ever. 
Nothing, Lord, can reſiſt thy almighty 
Power, O let the ſad Condition of thy Ser- 
vants move thee to Pity and Compaſſion, and 
haſten the wiſh'd for Day of Deliverance. 
For this thou wouldeſt come into the World, 
that by thy ſacred Birth and Paſſion, thou 
mighteſt procure our Redemption, that we 
might be ſaved from our Enemies, and from 
the Hands of all that hate us, and ſerve God 
without Fear, in Holineſs and Juſtice all our 
Lives. This was thy gracious Deſign, O Je- 
ſus Son of God, and Son of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin! I adore thee in the ſacred Myſtery of 
thy Incarnation, and therein behold the- Ac- 
compliſhment of all thy gracious Promiſes. 
Thou art about to come and to bring with 
thee all the Treaſures of Heaven. Thou 
bringeſt with thee that golden Key of Mercy, 
whereby thou doſt net only open the Door 
of our Priſon to ſet us free, but doſt alſo 
open the Gates of Heaven to give us Admit- 
g tance 
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tance into thy Kingdom. The Gates of 
Heaven were ſhut againſt us, but now they 
are open'd by thee, O Key of David, and 
no one ſhall ſhut them. Rejoice, O my 
Soul! In this happy Deliverance, and ſing 
aloud the Mercies of God thy Saviour. 

How great Reaſon have I to rejoice, my 
dear and adorable Redeemer, when I reflect 
on this wonderful Effe& of thy Bounty ! But 
have I not Reaſon likewiſe to mourn and 
orieve when I conſider the ill uſe I have made 
of this Mercy ? Thou art come, and by thy 
coming didſt break my Chains, didft open 
the Priſon Doors and ſet me free, and, I 
alas! Have again made myſelf a ſlave to Sin, 
and deliver'd myſelf to my cruel Enemy. 
Hence I ſtand in need once more of a Deli- 
verer to free me from the Darkneſs and Sha- 
dow of Death. O Jeſus, let thy Mercy move 
thee to come again to my Aſſiſtance! Come 
and deliver me by thy powerful Grace. Miſe- 
rable as I am to permit myſelf to be drawn 
away from thee, and to become again the Slave 
of Sin! O my Soul, be cover'd with Shame 
and Confuſion! O my Heart, burſt with 
Grief! Who will give Water to my Head 
and a Fountain of Tears to my Eyes, that I 
may bewail Day and Night this ſad Captivity 
of my Soul? I will weep and deplore my 


ſad Condition, but with Hope and Confi- - 
dence 
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dence in thy Mercy O God. I will cry unto 
thee, O Lord. Iwill confeſs my Miſery be- 
fore thee, and will call upon thee for help 
and Aſſiſtance, help me then, O my Strength, 
by which I am lifted up. Aſſiſt me, O 
Virtue, by which I am ſuſtain'd. Come, O 
Light by which I ſee. Appear, O Glory, by 


which I rejoice. Appear, O Life, in whom 


I live. Come, O my Saviour! and once more 
fave me, Come, and with thy royal Key 
open the Doors of my Priſon, and free me 
again from Sin and Death, O Jeſus thou 
art the holy One and true, Thou art true 
and faithful to all thy Promiſes. Thou haſt 
promiſed to hear thoſe who call upon thee, 
and to deliver thoſe who cry unto thee. 
Hear my Prayer, O Lord, and deliver me 
from the Corruption of Sin. Looſe thoſe 
Cords with which I am bound. lliuminate 
the Darkneſs of my Soul with the bright Rays 
of thy holy Grace, that, being once more 
freed from the Shadow of Death, I may moſt 
ardently love thee and faithfully ſerve thee. 
O may I from this moment begin to love thee 
as I ought! O inexhauſtible Fountain of 
all Good, fill my Heart with thy Love. 
Thou art all mine, and I deſire to be all 
thine. I abandon myſelf intirely to thee with- 
out Reſerve, for thou only haſt a Right to 
all that I am, and have. O divine Love 
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change me in ſuch a Manner that I may 
be all thine. My God! Thou canſt make 
me ſo. Grant this earneſt Deſire of my Heart, 
that I may be inſeparably united unto thee 
by Love, and remain cternally thine, 
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O Oriens, ſplendor Lucis æternæ, ei 
Sol juſtitiæ: vent et illumina ſedentes in 
tenebris et umbra mortis. 


O Orient, Brightneſs of eternal Light, 
and Sun of Juſtice : Come and enlighten 
them who ſit in Darkneſs and in the 
Shadow of Death. 


N this Antiphon we may conſider, and 
with the Church acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt 
truly to be the Orient, or Brightneſs of eternal 
Light, and the Day ſpringing from on high. 
It was in his Birth of the B. Virgin that he 
aroſe like the Morning Sun enlighting our dark 
World with his beautiful and glorious Rays, 
and afterwards, by the preaching of his holy 
Goſpel, diffipated all that Darkneſs of INolatry 
and Superſtition which had overſpread the 
World. Then did he enlighten thoſe who 
fat in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death, 
in the ſad Night of Ignorance and Error. 
We may alſo conſider him as the true Sun of 
Juſtice ſhining daily upon us by his Grace, 
and ſweetly drawing us to his Service, and to 
follow him who is the only ſure Way, the 
true Life, and unerring Truth, guiding and 
directing 
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directing us in thoſe ſafe and certain Paths 
which lead to eternal Life. P 


Devout Aſpirations on this Antiphon. 


O Jeſus eternal Source of indeficient Light ! 
O Lumen de Lumine, Light of Light! The 
Day-ſpring from on high, who through the 
Bowels of thy Mercy haſt graciouſly viſited 
us fitting in Datknefs, and in the Shades of 
Death, that thou mighteſt direct our Feet in 
the way of Peace! How wonderful art thou 
in the Counſels of thy Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs! Long had the World fat mourning in 
Darkneſs, cover'd with a ſad Night of Igno- 
rance and Error, when thou the true Orient, 
Brightneſs of eternal Light, didſt appear from 
on high to diſſipate and diſpel thoſe black 
Mitts, and to cauſe a perfect Day. I adore 
thee, O Star of Jacob O Sun of Juſtice! 
I adore thee thus riſing on the Horizon of 
our Worli, by which the dark Clouds of 
Sin are diſpers'd, and our Souls are illumina- 
ted, We now ſee the only End for whom 
we are made, and in whom alone we can be 
happy. Riſe higher yet, O glorious Light! 
Send forth thy beauteous Rays of Truth. 
Illuminate every Corner of the Earth, and 
viſit thoſe who are ſtill in Darkneis and know 


thee not, that in thee they may ſee Light: 
1 
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In thee may enjoy that Day which has no 
Night, and behold that Light which fears no 
Eclipſe. 

Ariſe, O Light, and ſhine upon thy faithful 
ones. Viſit the Hearts of all true Believers, 
and diſpel all remaining Miſts of worldly 
Affections, that they may ſeek thee only 
and love thee alone, O ſweet Light of our 
Souls! Shine upon us, that the Darkneſs of 
our weak and corrupt Nature may be turn'd 
into a bright and clear Day. O Light in- 
extinguiſhable, ever ſhining, illuminate us 
with thy glorious Rays, that we may behold 
thee. O Light moſt ancient, and yet 
ever new! May we never loſe the Sight 
of thee! While we are detain'd in this 
World of Miſery we daily ſtand in need of 
thy Light to ſee and avoid the Snares which 
are laid ſor us by the Enemies of our Souls, 
Enlighten our Eyes, O Lord, that we ſleep 
not in Death: That the Enemy may not ſay 
he has prevail'd over us. 

O Light, who in the firſt Creation of the 
World didſt ſay : Let there be Light and there 
was Light! O thou who art the Light and 
Life of the World make me Partaker of that 
Light whereby I may perfectly ſee and diſcern 
the Emptineſs and Vanity of all Creatures, 
O Light ever ſhining ! Light never obſcur'd, 
illuſtrate my Soul with the Splendors of thy 
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Grace, that I may ſee thee, love thee, and 
contemn all Things for thy ſake. O Jeſus 
Fountain of eternal Life! Life in whom, 
and by whom ] live, and without whom I 
die. Life in whom I rejoice, and without 
whom I am ſad. O moſt ſweet and amiable 
Life, grant that I may poſſeſs and enjoy thee. 
Ah my God! Behold me here in this World 
as in a Place of Exile, and have pity on me. I 
am here walking in a Land of Darkneſs, the 
Valley of Miſery and Shadow of Death. Ariſe 
then, O Sun of Juſtice, and illuminate this 


| Darkneſs, Come, O Saviour of the World! 


and deliver me from the Danger I am in. 
Thou haſt faid of thyſelf, O divine Jeſus ! 
J am the Light of the World ; he that followeth 
me walketh not in Darkneſs, Thou art truly 
the Light of the World, that Light which en- 
lightens every Man who cometh into the 
World; and he that followeth thee walketh 
in the Light, and need not fear any Danger. 
I will follow thee then, O thou bright Light ! 


I will follow thee, O certain and ſafe Guide, 


and while I follow thee, I ſhall be ſafe. The 
Lord is my Light and my Health ; whom 
ſhall I fear? Tho' I walk in the midſt of 
the Shadow of Death I will not be afraid, 
becauſe thou art with me. Thou art always 
with us, O Lord, but thou waſt more eſpeci- 
ally ſo, when aſſuming human Nature thou 
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waſt made Man like unto us, and thereby 
didſt ſhow that thy Delight was to be with the 
Sons of Men. O let it be our Delight like- 
wiſe to remain with thee! In thy ſacred Birth 
of the Bleſſed Virgin thou didſt ariſe like the 
morning Sun, and like the Day-ſpring from 
on high didſt give Light to the World. Ariſe 
again, a ſecond time, on the Horizon of m 
Soul, and with thy glorious Beams diſpel and 
chaſe away the foggy Miſts of Coldneſs, Luke- 
warmneſs and Tepidity, Warm my Heart, 
and inflame it with the Fire of thy Love, 
that all worldly Affections being con- 
ſum'd, thou may'ſt be my only Joy, my 
only Comfort and all my Deſire, whom alone 
may ſeek, whom alone I may think of, and 
whom alone I may love. Thou art, dear 
Lord, the true Happineſs of my Soul. For 
thee I wiſh, O come and take my Soul out 
of Priſon, out of the Priſon of this World, 
that I may praiſe thy holy Name. Put an 
End to my ſojourning here in a ſtrange Land, 
and bring me home to the Enjoyment of thee 
for whom have I in Heaven but thee, and what 
is there upon Earth that I deſire but thee? 
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Dec. 22. ANTI HORN. 


O Rex Gentium et deſideratus earum, 
Lapiſque angularis, qui facis utraque u- 
num: veni et ſalva bominem quem de Li- 
mo formaſti. 


O King of the Gentiles and their de- 
ſired one, and the Corner Stone who 
makeſt both one: Come and ſave Man 
whom thou haſt form'd out of the Slime 
of the Earth. 


S with God there is no Exception of Per- 

ſons, and as the Son of God came into 
the World to ſave all Mankind; to break down 
the Partition Wall between Few and Gentile, 
he is in this Antiphon call'd the Corner-Stone 
of that ſpiritual Building, his Church conſiſt - 
ing of all who truly believe in him. For as he 
created all and every one, Salvation in his 
Name is preached and offer'd to every one. 
This univerſal Mercy and Goodneſs we are 
now to confeſs, ay with grateful Hearts, 


and the warmeſt Sentiments of Acknowledg- 
ment, adore Jeſus the Son of God born of 
the B Virgin and now coming into the 

World 
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World that the World might be ſav'd by 
him ; that Man form'd out of the Duſt of the 
Earth might be tranſlated from Earth to the 
Glory and never ending Happineſs of Heaven, 


Devout Aſpirations on this Antiphon. 


O my God and my Lord! O Jeſus Re- 
deemer of Mankind] Thou art truly King of 
the Gentiles, and of all the Nations of the 
Earth. Thou art the deſired One, in whom 
all Nations ſhall put their Truft, and all Cor- 
ners of the Earth be bleſſed. Thou art the 
Corner-Stone who makeſt both one. Thou 
haſt broken down the Partition Wall between 
Few and Gentile, and of both haſt made one 
choſen Nation, a holy People, a Royal Prieſt- 
hood. Thou art that Corner-Stone which 
the fooliſh Builders did reject, but art never- 
theleſs become the Head Stone of the Corner. 
By thee, O Lord, was this done, and it is 
marvellous in our Eyes. Thy Favours, O Lord, 
are no longer confin'd to one peculiar People. 
Thou haſt diffus'd the Sweetneſs of thy Mer- 
cy round all the Earth, All Nations have 
ſeen the Salvation ſent by God. This was 
the Effect of thy Goodnels, in order to ſave 
Man whom thou hadſt made out of the Slime 
of the Earth. 

Thou didſt make Man aiter thine own 
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Image and Likeneſs, O thou bountiful Cre- 
ator of all Things that are made! 
Thou didſt create him pure, innocent 
and upright, and didſt deſign him to be eter- 
nally happy with thee; but, alas! he ſoon loft 
his Innocence and forfeited that Happineſs by 
Sin, which juſtly condemn'd him to all the Mi- 
ſeries of this Life, and depriv'd him of the Hap- 
pineſs of the next. In this ſad Condition 
thou didſt take pity on him, and wouldſt thy- 
ſelf become his Redeemer. My God! how 
great is 4 Love to Man ! how haſt thou de- 
feated the Devil's Malice, and turn'd that to his 
greater Confuſion wherein he gloried ! He 
gloried in the Ruin of Man, in having drawn 
him into Rebellion againſt thee, and from 
thence thou didſt ſhow thy Power and thy 
Love, in vouchſafing to redeem Man from the 
ſad State he was in, to pardon his Crime, and 
to reſtore him to thy Favour again. 

This Mercy thou didſt promiſe to Man 
ſoon after his Fall, and to fulfil thy Promiſe 
didſt firſt ſend thy Prophets to declare thy 
Coming, and to prepare the World to receive 
thee. Then in the Fulneſs of thine own Time 
didſt thou deſcend from Heaven into the pure 
Womb of a chaſte Virgin, and by joining 
our human Nature to thy divine Nature, like 
a ſelect Corner-Stone didſt become a Man- 
God, a God-Man, that thereby thou * 
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eſt fave Man. Thus didſt thou come, O de- 
fired of all Nations! Thus didſt thou come, 
full of Grace and Truth. O my God, how 
true and faithful art thou to thy Promiſes ! 
Then, when the World deſerv'd it leaſt, 
when all Fleſh was corrupted, then did the 
Truth of thy Promiſes appear. Then didſt 
thou come, O King of the Gentiles! accom- 
panied with all the Graces of Heaven; and 
leſt I ſhould be afraid and terrified at thy 
Grandeur, thou comeſt clozthed with my 
Weakneſs and Miſery, that I might not fear 
to approach thee, O Jeſus the Saviour of 
my Soul! I adore thee, and how cught I to 
love thee, who art thus come to fave and free 
me from the Miſeries of this World! 
This was thy firſt Coming, when thou didft 
appear in great Poverty and Weakneſs, a 
tender weeping Infant, ſubject to all the In- 
firmities of our human Nature, and wherein 
we behold thee truly Man. Thou wilt come 
again in great Power and Majeſty, and wherein 
we ſhall ſee thee truly God; and in this Re- 
ſpect thou art alſo the deſired of all Nations, 
the Deſire of thy faithful Servants who ſigh 
after and wiſh for thy Coming in Glory. 
Then wilt thou put the laſt and finiſhing 
Stroke to the Deſigns of thy Goodneſs, by re- 
warding thoſe who love and ſerve thee. Haſt- 
en this thy Coming, Lord! Call all Nations 
2 


to 


_-. IF TT 


- - Foy of 
— Soo - 


- — =—% 


-— ww 


it 

1 | 
; 
ſ 
0 
n 
4 
| 
* 
\ 


_ by > * 5 


— 


— 1 


— 8 


— 22 
12 
— 


| | 
» 
| 
8 ” 
if 
it 

” * 
=. 
4 
E 


" 2 1 1 
4 ** 


— — 2— 


» 4 > hog = 
a 0 - 
A 
— & , DA ws 
— — 
% * = — — * 


124 The Antiphon, O Rex. 


to the Knowledge of thee. Haſten to accom- 
pliſh the Number of thy Elect, and call us 
all home to the Enjoyment of thee. O come 
and deliver us from this Land of Miſery and 
Exile, and conduct us to that Happineſs thou 
haſt prepar'd for us. Remember that we are 
the Work of thy Hands, and that thou didſt 
make us of the Slime of the Earth. Thou 
didſt make us, O Lord, for thyſelf, and to en- 
joy thee. O take us to thyſelf, that we may 
be happy with thee ! This is what my Soul 
earneſtly deſires, and for this will I wait with 
Patience and Reſignation to thy good Pleaſure, 
and ſweeten the Bitterneſs of Delay with the 
comfortable Hopes of ſeeing and enjoying 
thee in thine own good Time, 
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Dec. 23. ANTIPHON,. 


O Emmanuel Rex et Legiſer nofter, Lx- 
pectatio Gentium et Salvator earum : vent 
ad ſalvandum nos, Domine Deus noſter. 


O Emanuel our King and Lawgiver, 
the Expectation of the Gentiles and their 
Saviour: Come and fave us, O Lord 
our God. 


W Hat the Church now ſays of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that he is Emanuel or God with us, 

that he is King and Lawgiver, is not only to 
inform us that theſe Titles do truly belong 
to Jeſus Chriſt, but likewiſe to inſtruct us 
in theſe ſerious and neceſſary Truths: That 
as he is God with us, we ought alſo to be 
with him by ſincere Love of him: That as he 
is King, we ſhould willingly let him reign 
in our Hearts by his Grace, and as our Law- 
giver willingly ſubmit to and obey his holy 
Law, that thereby he may be a Saviour to 
us. For this the Church now calls upon us 
to join with her in her Prayers and Devotions 
at this Time, and to accompany our outward 
Exerciſes of Piety with internal and fincere 
v2 | Deſires 
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Defires of the Heart, that our Hopes and Ex- 
pectations may not be fruſtrated, and that 
we may ſhare in the Bleſſings of that Salvati- 
on or Redemption he brings to the World in 
his holy Nativity. Let us lift up our Heads, 
for our Redemption is nigh. Let us raiſe up 
our Hearts to Jeſus our Saviour, and humbly 
adore this Emanuel, or God with us. 


Devout Aſpirations on this Antiphon. 


O Jeſus, Emanuel, God with us, our King 
and our Lawgiver! Thou didſt come from 
Heaven to bring thy ſweet and eaſy Law of 
Love. Thou Promiſe of the Patriarchs, De- 
fire of the Prophets, and Expectation of the 
Nations, our Saviour and Redeemer, after 
whom we ſigh and mourn! O Lord our God, 
come and ſave thy Servants who put their 
Truft in thee. Send us help, O Lord, from thy 
holy Place, and from Sion protect us. Be un- 
to us a Tower of Strength from the Face of 
the Enemy. Let not our Enemies prevail 
againſt us, nor the Son of Iniquity have 
Power to hurt us. Have mercy on us, O 
Lord, have mercy on us. Show thy Mercy to 
us, O Saviour of the World, for thou art 
our Lord and our King, thou art Emanuel, 


our God with us. 
'Then 
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Then waſt thou truly God with us, O Je- 
ſus! when being born of the Bleſſed Virgin 
thou didſt come into this World veſted with 
our Fleſh; and altho' thou art God over 
all bleſſed for ever, yet would'ſt thou alſo 
become true Man of the Seed of Abraham. 
The Heavens are no longer the alone Place 
of thy ſpecial Abode, for thou art deſcended 
upon Earth to be with us here. Thou art 
come, O Health of our Souls, and Refuge of 
Sinners! Thou art come to overflow the 
Earth with the Riches of thy Mercy, and to 
Water this hard and barren Soil, and to make 
it fruitful in good Works. O come likewiſe 
into my Heart, and take up thy Reſidence there 
with me. Open the CataraQts of the great 
Abyſs of thy Love, and let the ſweet Streams 
flow upon my Soul, that it may be fill'd with 
Love of thee. I adore thee, O Word incarnate! 
I adore thee, O true God, veſted with 
my Humanity. I adore thee coming to us all 
burning and inflam'd with Love, that I might 
be ſet on Fire and burn with no other Love 
but that of thee. 

How admirable is thy Bounty ! How won- 
derful thy Goodneſs, O ſovereign Lord of 
Heaven, and King of all the Earth! We 
were overwhelm'd with the Darkneſs of Sin 
and Ignorance: We had forgot thee our God 
who made us: We had eltrang'd ourſelves 
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from. thee, and thou comeſt to inlighten our 
Darkneſs, to inſtruct our Ignorance, and to 
bring us back again to thee, For this, as a di- 
vine and heavenly Lawgiver, thou haſt given 
us thy excellent Law of Grace, a more noble 
and ſublimer Law than that which thou didſt 
heretofore give on Mount Sina. A Law not 
clogg'd with burthenſome Ceremonies, but of 
molt divine and excellent Precepts, which raiſe 
our Souls to thee, and teach us to adore thee 
in Spirit and in Truth, and by which thou 
haſt made the Way ſo plain to find thee, that 
none can miſs who will walk in it. Bleſſed 
for ever be thy Name, O thou eternal Au- 
thor of all Good ! be thou for ever bleſt and 
prais'd for this thy Mercy to the Sons of 
Men. Continue thy Favours to us, O Jeſus 
Son of God, true God and true Man, the 
Expectation of the Gentiles and their deſired 
Saviour! Bring all Nations to the Knowledge 
of thy holy Law. Be merciful unto us, O 
God, and bleſs us, and cauſe the Light of 
thy Countenance to ſhine upon us; that 
thy Ways may be known upon Earth, and thy 
Salvation among all Nations. May all Peo- 
ple praiſe thee O God! Let all Nations praiſe 
thee. Then ſhall thou, O God, bleſs us, and 

all the Ends of the Earth ſhall fear thee. 
Thou didſt promiſe to thy Servant Abra- 
bam that in his Seed ſhould all the Nations 05 
the 
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the Earth be bleſſed, and to fulfill that gra- 
cious Promiſe thou didſt become Man, and 
waſt born of a Virgin deſcended from him. 
Perfect, O God, what thou haſt ſo merci- 
fully begun, and bring both Few and Gen- 
tile to the Knowledge of thee ; that all che 
Earth may acknowledge thee, all the World 
adore thee, and confeſs thee to be the holy 
One of [jrael, for by thee alone Salvation is to 
be had, nor is there any other Name whereby 
we can be ſaved, but by thee O Jeſus Son of 
God, Son of the Moſt high, who wouldſt be 
call'd Jeſus, that by thy Name thou mighteſt 
ſignify thy gracious Deſign to fave thy People 
from their Sins. 

O my dear Saviour! I am a poor miſe- 
rable Sinner, and ſtand in need of thy Mercy ; 
I fling myſelf at thy adorable Feet, and im- 
plore that Mercy I ſtand in need of. Thou 
art Jeſus, that is a Saviour, and thou art my 
Jeſus becauſe I am a Sinner. Be thou this 
Saviour to me. Be a Saviour to all the World. 


Come and ſave us, O Lord our God. 


F 5 CHRIST MAS- 
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CHRISTMAS-EVE. 


H Aving during the Time of Advent in ſome 
Meaſure, it is to be hoped, prepar'd our- 
ſelves for the Solemnity of Chriſt's Birth, and 
diſpos'd ourſelves to meet him coming in the 
Fleſh, the Church calls upon us this Day to 
renew our Fervour and Devotion, and by 
Faſting and Prayer to put ourſelves in proper 
Diſpoſitions to celebrate the Grand Feſtival 
of Chriſtmas, and by devout Conſiderations 
on the Mercies we then commemorate pre- 
pare in our Souls a fit Habitation for the Sa- 
viour of the World. 
This Day may be conſidered not only as 
a Faſt, but in ſome Reſpects as a Feaſt. Be- 
ing the Eve of Chriſtmas it is a faſting Day, 
and as ſuch to be obſerv'd like other Vigils 
appointed by the Church, that by Penance, 
Mortification and Self-denial we may with 
greater Fruit and ſpiritual Profit obſerve the 
enſuing Solemnity. It may likewiſe be conſi- 
der'd partly as a Feſtival, in as much as the 
Church in her Office exprefles her Joy at the 
Coming of Chriſt, and comforts her Children 
by repeating to them: Crafting die delebitur 
iniguitas terre, To morrow the Iniquity of 
the 
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the Earth fhall be blotted out, Et regnabit ſu- 
per nos ſaluator mundi. And the Saviour of 
the World ſhall reign over us. The office like- 
wiſe from Lauds is double, as on Feſtivals. 
Let us enter now into the Spirit of the 
Church, and rejoice at the Coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Let us devoutly prepare ourſelves to 
receive him, that meeting him with true ſpi- 
ritual Joy, and worthy Diſpoſitions at his 
firſt Coming in the Fleſh, we may meet him 
with Comfort and Security at his ſecond Com- 
ing in Glory. For this the Church prays in 
her Collect for this Day; let us join with her, 
and for the ſame Purpoſe direct our Prayers 
and Devotions at this Time: 


CHRISTMAS» 
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CHRISTMAS-EVE, 
in the Morning. 


The GOSPEL, St. Matt. i. 18. 


N W the Birth of Chriſt was in this wiſe. 

When Mary his Mother was eſpouſed 
to 7oſeph, before they came together ſhe was 
found with Child of the Holy Ghoſt. 19. 
Whereupon Jaſeph her Huſband being a juſt 
Man, and not willing publicly to expoſe her, 
was minded to put her away privately. 20. 
But while he thought on theſe Things, be- 
hold the Angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in his Sleep, ſaying: Jaſeph Son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy Wite, 
for that which is conceived in her, is of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 21. And ſhe ſhall bring forth 
a Son, and thou ſhalt call his Name Jeſus: 
For he ſhall ſave his People from their Sins. 


REFLECTIONS. 


As the Mercy of God in the Redemption 
of Man by the Coming of his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
into the World is the proper Subject of our 


pious Reflections and Meditations at this time, 
that 
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that we may behold this infinite Love and 
Mercy of God in its true Light, and therein 
ſee not only his infinite Bounty and Goodneſs 
to us, but learn from thence the reciprocal 
Returns of Love and Duty we ought to make 
to him, we may, in the firſt Place, confides 
the ſad State of Mankind after the Fall of 
Adam, and before the Coming of our Saviour: 
This will wonderfully illuſtrate the Goodneſs 
of God in redeeming us from the miſerable 
Condition we were in. When God created 
us, he made us after his own Image and Like- 
neſs, and gave us a living and immortal Soul, 
He plac'd us in Paradiſe, and deſign'd us for 
eternal Happineſs : but we were ſoon depriv'd 
of that Felicity. By the Sin of Adam, which 
infected all his Racc, we became Enemies to 
God and loſt his Favour: We were con- 
demn'd to an eternal Separation from him, 
and to ſuffer Death both temporal and eternal. 
We were driven out of the terreſtrial Paradiſe, 
that pleaſant Garden of Eden, and oblig'd to 
eat our Bread in the Sweat of our Brows, and 
to groan under all thoſe Miſeries and Afﬀic- 
tions which have overſpread the World, and 
which were the Effects of our Proto-Parents 
Diſobedience. But the Miſeries and Afflicti- 
ons of this Life are only Part, and the ſmalleſt 
Part of our Puniſhment; tar greater were re- 


ſerved for us hereafter in the never ending 
| Woes 
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Woes of the next World. This was the fad 
Condition of Mankind before the Coming of 
Chriſt, and wherein we muſt for ever have 
remain'd, unable to help ourſelves, had he not 
2 vouchſafed to redeem us. This 
iſery of Man is an admirable Contraſt to 
the Mercy of God, and makes it appear truly 
wonderful and conſpicuous, and the more ſen- 
ſible we are of this our ſad Condition, the 
more will the Bleſſing of our Redemption be 
made apparent; nor can that be leſs than the 
greateſt Miſery, which none but God himſelf 
could free us from; and great muſt be the 
Enormity of Sin, which to blot out God 
became Mn. This Reflection ought to fill 
us with Horrour for Sin, as well as Admira- 
tion at the Goodneſs of God, and make us 
reſolve never wilfully to commit Sin, particu- 
larly mortal Sin, which is ſo odious to him and 
prejudicial to ourſelves. 
he Angels, thoſe glorious Spirits of Hea- 
ven, thoſe of them who ſinn'd and rebell'd 
againſt God, were thrown down from Hea- 
ven into the bottomleſs Gulph of Hell, there 
to ſuffer eternal Puniſhment for their Pride 
and Rebellion. Man ſinn'd and incur'd the 
ſame Puniſhment, yet God vouchſafed to 
ſhew him Mercy and be reconciled to him. 
He promiſed a Redeemer, and in the Fulneſs 


of Time ſent him, Aſtoniſhing — 
0 
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of Love and Goodneſs ! Nor is this Mercy leſs 
wonderful in the Manner of it. God deter-- 
mined to ſend his only and co- eternal Son 
into the World, that the World might be 
ſaved by him. Having choſen the B. Virgin 
Mary to conceive and bring forth this Re- 
deemer of Man, he ſent the Angel Ga- 
briel to her, the Holy Ghoſt overſhadow'd 
her, and ſhe conceiv'd in her chaſte Womb 
this Son of God. Her eſpouſed Huſband, 
Saint Joſeph, ſurpriz'd to find her with Child 
before they came together, and ignorant of 
the Myſtery, was troubled, and defign'd to put 
her away privately. An Angel of the Lord 
appear'd to him, and bid him not fear to take 
to him his Wife, and acquaints him with 
the gracious Deſign of God, and that what 
was in the Womb of the Bleſſed Virgin 
was conceiv'd by the e. Ghoſt. How 
wonderful does the divine Bounty appear in 
our Regard! God created us by one ſingle 
Word, but to redeem us he would become 
Man for our ſakes, he would aſſume our 
human Nature, and become like unto us: 
He would be conceiv'd in the Womb of a 
pure and ſpotleſs Virgin: He would be born 
into this World, that he might die to ſave 

the World. 
This is the great Myſtery of the Incarna- 
tion, the Son of God deſcending into the 
Womb 
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Womb of the B. Virgin, Infinity becoming 
finite, and Immenſity reduc'd to a Span. 
He whom the Heavens cannot circumſcribe, 
to be conceiv'd and born a little tender In- 
fant! How juſtly may we cry out with the 
Prophet, Lord, I have conſider d thy Works 
and have trembled. Abac. iii. When the hap- 
py Time came deſign'd from all Eternity for 
the Accompliſhment of this great Myſtery, the 
Angel Gabriel is ſent to Nazareth to tell the 
B. Virgin the great things God deſign'd for 
her, and to do by her. The holy Virgin with 
great Humility and perfect Obedience refign'd 
herſelf up to the Will of her Creator, and 
being overſhadow'd by the Holy Ghoſt con- 
ceiv'd in her moſt chaſte and pure Womb this 
Son of God. Then was fulfilled that Pro- 
miſe : The Seed of the Woman ſhall cruſh the 
Serpent's Head, Gen. iii. Then was fulfill'd 
that Prophecy: A Virgin ſball conceive and 
bring forth a Son, and his Name ſhall be call'd 
Emanuel, or God with us. {/azas vi. 7. Then 
was God truly with us by the admirable 
Conjunction of the divine and human Na- 
ture in Chriſt. Then did firſt appear the 
Dawning of that glorious Day whereon the 
Sun of Juſtice aroſe to bleſs the World with 
his glorious Light, and then the happy Time 
approach'd for Man's Delivery from Sin and 


Death. What Returns do we, or can we 
make 
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make for this exceeding great Mercy of God 
to us? 

If Love deſerves Love, how ought we to 
love God who has ſo loved us? How un- 
worthy do thoſe Chriſtians ſhew themſelves, 
who far from loving God, in a manner con- 
ſtantly offend him by Sin? Chriſt comes into 
the World to deſtroy Sin, and they wilfully 
nouriſh it in their Hearts and commit it by 
their Actions. This is horribly to abuſe the 
Mercy of God, and wilfully to exclude our- 
ſelves from all the Bleſſings of this holy Time. 
Let us not deceive ourſelves; to honour 
Chriſt as we ought in his holy Birth, and 
to ſhare in the happy Conſequences of it, 
we muſt endeavour to root out Sin and all 
Affection to it from our Hearts, and by Love 
and Obedience to. his holy Law procure bim 
to be Jeſus or a Saviour to us. Surely we 
cannot want Motives to love him who has 
done ſo much for us, and out of Love to us! 
Let us love him then, and prove our Love by 
keeping his Commandments. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


Ah my Soul! where are we? Are we not 
loſt in Extaſies of Wonder and Admiration 
at ſo gteat a Mercy? O God of my Heart! 
God of my Soul! God of my Life! what 


all 


138 Chriſtmas-Eve in the Morning. 


ſhall I ſay? How ſhall I teſtify my Gratitude 
for ſuch mighty Favours? Can I do too 
much for thee, who haſt become Man for 
my ſake, and to free me from the Slavery 
of the Devil? No, no, I can never do 
enough, O that I might do „ wor- 
thy of thee and acceptable to thee ! Give 
me leave, deareſt Lord, humbly to expoſ- 
tulate with thy Goodneſs. Why wouldſt 
thou do ſo much for us poor Worms of the 
Earth, Sinners as we are ? Had'ſt thou been 
leſs happy, leſs what thou art, infinitely 
Great, and infinitely Good, if we had been 
left to ſuffer the Puniſhment we brought up- 
on ourſelves? No, but thy Love made thee 
reſolve in this admirable Manner to free us 
from the Miſery we were in. 

O Life and true Happineſs of my Soul! 
What Return can I make to this exceſſive 
Love? And what doſt thou require of me? 
nothing but that I love thee. Burn then, O 
my Heart, burn with Love of a Saviour, a 
' Redeemer, God ſo bountiful, ſo amiable, 
and ſo worthy to be loved! O my Jeſus! 
I defire to love thee, May daily and hourly 
Aſpirations of reciprocal Love aſcend from 
my Heart! May I daily ſhow a grateful 
Senſe of thy Favours, by daily Endeavours 


to love thee more and more! O my Soul! 
From 
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From this Moment let us begin truly to love 
and ſerve God with the greateſt Ardour 
and Zeal we can, and that purely for him- 
ſelf, and becauſe he is truly amiable, alone 
worthy to be loved. 


CHRISTMAS» 


( 140 ) 


CHRISTMAS-EVE, 
in the Evening. 


S the Church begins the Solemnity of 
Chriſt's Nativity from the firſt Veſpers 
of the Evening before, and by that prepares 
us for her ſolemn midnight Devotions, we 
ſhould join with her Spirit and Intention, 
and on this Evening retire at a convenient 
Hour to our Cloſets, and there ſhutting out 
all worldly Thoughts and Affairs entertain 
ourſelves with pious Conſiderations on this 
great Myſtery, and wonderful Inſtance of 
God's Love to Man. The Goſpel of the firſt 
Maſs which is ſung or faid at midnight 
will afrord proper Subject for our ſerious 
Thoughts and Reflections at this Time, as 
containing a Relation of Chriſt's Nativity, 
who by his Birth brought Light into the 
World to guide and direct us in our Way to 
Heaven. Let us endeavour to make a right 
Uſe of this Light, ſo as to arrive at that 
happy Place, and for this now addreſs our 
moſt fervent Devotions to Jeſus our Saviour, 
born of the B. Virgin, and lying in the Crib 
of Bethlehem. 
On this ſolemn Feſtival three Maſſes are 
ſung 


| 
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ſung or ſaid, to repreſent to us that Chriſt 
by his Nativity came into the World to fave, 
I. Thoſe who were before the Law. 2. Thoſe 
who were under the Law. 3. Thoſe under 
the Goſpel. By theſe three Maſſes the Church 
likewiſe honours a threefold Nativity of Chriſt, 
1. His eternal Generation and Nativity born 
from all Eternity of his Father and before all 
Time. 2. His Nativity and Generation in 
Time according to his human Nature, being 
born of the B. Virgin Mary. 3. His ſpiritual 
Birth by Grace in the Souls of the Juſt. In 
the firſt Maſs we honour his temporal Nati- 
vity of the B. Virgin, and ought to aſſiſt at it 
with the Piety of Mary and Joſeph, with 
Faith, Joy and Admiration, adoring the 
Word made Fleſh, repreſenting to ourſelves 
the Altar as the Manger in which Chriſt is 
lying. At the ſecond Maſs we honour Chriſt's 
ſpiritual Nativity by Grace in our Souls; and 
when we hear this Maſs, let us join with the 
Angels in their Canticles of Joy, and with 
the Shepherds adore Jeſus Chriſt, and offer 
up our Hearts in Homage and Obedience to 
him. In the third Maſs we honour our Sa- 
viour's divine Nativity, by which he was born 
of his heavenly Father from all Eternity, 
God of God, Light of Light, true God of 
true God, Let us affiſt at this Maſs with all 
poſſible Reverence and Devotion, and adore 

this 
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this Son of God, and thank him for the Be- 
nefits he has beſtow'd upon Mankind. 

The Cuſtom of ſaying three Maſſes on 
Chriſtmas-day is very ancient in the Church, 
and was firſt ordain'd by S. T eleſphore, Pope and 
Martyr, who lived in the ſecond Century, dy- 
ing in the Year 154. S. Gregory the Great 
takes notice of the Cuſtom of ſaying three 
Maſſes on this Feſtival in his Homily on the 
Goſpels, Hom. 8. in Evang. from whence we 
may obſerve how conformable the Practice 
of the Church is at preſent to that of the pri- 
mitive Times. Happy if our Devotion and 
Piety were equally conformable, and like that 
of the Ancient Chriſtians ! They us'd to keep 
theſe Solemnities with great Zeal and Fervour, 
and it is what the Church now earneſtly re- 
commends and endeavours to inſpire us with, 
Let us anſwer her pious Deſigns, and joining 
our Private to her Publick Devotions, adorę 
the divine Word made Fleſh for us, 


At 
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The GOSPEL. St. Luke ii. 1. 
AND it came to paſs that in thoſe Days 


there went out a Decree from Cæſar Au- 
guſtus that the whole World ſhould be en- 
rolled. 2. This enrolling was firſt made by 
Cyrenus the Governour of Syria. 3. And all 
went to be enrolled, every one into his own 
City. 4. And Fo/eph alſo went up from Gali- 
lee out of the City of Nazareth into Fudea to 
the City of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

becauſe he was of the Houſe and Famil 
of David, 5. To be enrolled with Mary 
his eſpouſed Wife, who was with Child. 6. 
And it came to pals, that when they were 
there, her Days were accompliſhed, that ſhe 
ſhould be deliver'd. 7. And ſhe brought 
forth her firſt born Son, and wrapped him up 
in ſwaddling Cloaths, and laid him in a Man- 
ger, becauſe there was no Room for them 
in the Inn. 8. And there were in the ſame 
Country Shepherds watching, and keep- 
ing the Night Watches over their Flock. 9g. 
And behold an Angel of the Lord ſtood 
by them, and the Brightneſs of God ſhone 
round 
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round about them, and they feared with 
great Fear. 10. And the Angel ſaid to 
them: Fear not; for behold 1 bring good 
Tydings of great Joy, that ſhall be to 
all People. 11. For this Day is born to you 
a Saviour who is Chriſt the Lord, in the 
City of David, 12. And this ſhall be a Sign 
to you. You ſhall find the Infant wrapped 
in ſwaddling Cloaths, and laid in a Manger. 
13. And ſuddenly there was with the Angel 
a Multitude of the heavenly Hoſt praiſing 
God and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt: 
and on Earth Peace, to Men of Good-will. 


REFLECTIONS. 


The Account the Evangeliſt in this Goſpel 
gives of the Nativity of Jeſus Chriſt has ma- 
ny wonderful and inſtructive Circumſtances 
attending it, and which juſtly deſerve our 
ſerious Attention and Reflection at this Time. 
All the World was in Peace, when Chriſt the 
Prince of Peace came into the World, and 
brought with him that Peace which paſſes 
all Underftanding. The Roman Empire 
was then at the Height of its Grandeur, 
which in a few Years after fell to Decay. 
At this Time the Son of God, the true Sove- 
reign Lord of all the World, came to eſtabliſh 
a more laſting and ſpiritual Kingdom upon 

Earth; 
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Earth; a Kingdom not to be eſtabliſh'd and 
maintain'd by Arms and Violence, but to be 
founded * ropagated by Patience and 
Suffering. A Kingdom not to laſt for a few 
Years, or to be ſupported by worldly Policy 
and Wiſdom, but to laſt, to the End of the 
World, and to increaſe by that Wiſdom of 
God which is Fooliſhneſs to this World, and 
to be founded in the Croſs, to the Fetus 4 
ſtumbling Block, and to the Gentiles Folly, x 
Cor. i. All the Ancient Prophecies regardi 
the Birth of the Meſſias, were fulfilled. The 
Jewiſh Monarchy was overthrown: Herod the 
Idumean and a Stranger bore the Name of 
King, but the whole Jewiſh Nation was un- 
der the Power of the Romans who had made 
a Conqueſt of them. Then was the Time, 
according to the Prophecy of the Patriarch 
Jacob, Cen. vi. 49, for the Meſſias to ap- 
pear, and the Jews were big with Expecta- 
tion of him; but as they miſunderſtood the 
Manner he was to appear in, lo they refus'd 
to acknowledge him when he came. They 
| Matter'd themſelves with a Mcethas who ſhould 
appear with great Pomp and worldly Splen— 
dour, and. with a ſtrong Hand free them from 
Roman Servitude, and reſtore their fallen 
Monarchy to its antient Glory. Their Pride 
blinded their Eyes and their Un erſtanding, 
and made them miſtake the Prophccies con- 

cerning 
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cerning him. The Prophet Micheas, Ch. v. 
thad foretold he ſhould be born 4n Bethlehem, and 
by Occaſion of a Decree from Augu/tus Cæſar 

then Emperor, that all the World ſhould be 

enrolled, St. Joſeph and the B. Virgin went 
from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethletem the 

City of David, where being arriv'd her Time 

was accompliſh'd, and ſhe brought forth her 

firſt born Son, and having wrapped him in 

{waddling Cloths laid him in a Manger, for 

there was no Room for them in the Inn, 

We may here conſider the Poverty of 
Chriſt's Birth, and the Hardſhips he endur'd 
at his Coming into the World, If we con- 
ſider the B. Virgin's Deſcent from the Family 
of King David; if we conſider her as Mo- 
ther of God, Mother of the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, we may alk, why was 
.not the fineſt Room in the Palace of King 

Herd fitted up for her? Why was not the 

holy Infant Jaid in a Cradle adorn'd with 
1 Purple and Gold, and waited upon by all 
the prime Ladies of Judea? All this, and 

more was due to her and the Infant Jeſus. 

All this, and more would have been inferi— 
gur to what ſhe might juſtly challenge. This 

is true: but we ſhall find no ſuch Reſpect, 

no ſuch Pomp and Attendance at Bethlehem, 
Alas! ſhe cannot find a ſmall Room in her 
preſſing Neceſſity, and the Son of God about 

to 
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to come into the World has not a Place to 
lay his Head in. The holy Virgin and her 
Spouſe. St, Fo/eph being arrived at Bethlehem, 
her Time approach'd, ſhe was juſt ready to 
be deliver'd, and had no Place to go to. 
The Number of Paſſengers was ſo great juſt 
arriv'd, or rather ſuch was the Poverty of 2 - 
ry and Zoſeph, as not to be able to procure a 
Lodging, for the Evangeliſt ſays, there was 
no Room for them in the Inn, the brutiſh 
People refuſing the leaſt hoſpitable Charity to 
the B. Virgin in thoſe preſſing Circumſtances, 
who without Murmur or Complaint retired to 
a*Stable, and there in the midſt of moſt di- 
vine Contemplations brought forth the Savi- 
our of the World, and wrapping, his tender 
Limbs in ſuch poor ſwadling Cloths the had, 
laid him in the Manger for a Cradle. What 
Hardſhips does Jeſus Chriſt here endure 
at his Coming into the World] To have no 
better Place to be born in than a vile Stable 
ſmelling with the Ordure of the Beaſt, who 
were kept in it! To have no other Cradle than 
a hard Manger! No other Bed than a little 
Straw or Hay ! No other Attendants but the 
Ox and the Aſs! No Body to aſſiſt his Mo- 
ther or himſelf but St. Jeſeph! To be born, 
in a cold Winter Night, and to endure all 
this Poverty in the moſt rigorous Sea- 
ſon of the Year! What Reflections ought 
this to cauſe ! What Thoughts of ourſcives, 
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and our own Condition] Can we murmur 
or complain, if We have not every Thing 
we deſire, or grumble if we. cannot ſatisfy 
our Vanity and Pride? Let us be aſham'd of 
ourſelves and our ' own Delicacy, and learn 
to be content with the Station of Life Pro- 
vidence has, or ſhall place us. in. If we are 
Poor, let us ſanctify our Poverty and Hard- 
ſhips by uniting them to thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Crib of Bethlabem. If we are Rich; 
if by the Bounty of God we enjoy all the Con- 
veniencies and Neceſſaries of Life, let us ad- 
mire and give him due Thanks for his Good- 
neſs and, Liberality to us, and make a right 
uſe of what he has beſtow'd upon us, and 
aſſiſt our new born Saviour by relieving him 
in his poor Members- 

Theſe are Leſſons which Jeſus Chriſt 
reaches every one from his Stable in Bethlehem, 
He reads thoſe Leſſons to all, to the Poor 
and to the Rich. Ihe Poor are here taught 
that Poverty anda low Station will render them 
dear to God, if by Patience and Submiſſion 
to his holy Will, they receive it as they 
ought, and as what is deſign'd for their 
Happineſs. If they join Virtue and Ho- 
neſty to their Poverty, and abſtain from 
murmuring, repining and envying others, 
their outward Poverty will be fanctificd 
by that inward Poverty of Spirit to which 
Chriſt has promiſed the Riches of his hea- 

venly 


3 


& X me MAE. ... / ESI at 


- 
1 


won 


At the firft Mais on GChri/tmas-Day. 149 


venly Kingdom. Happy ſuch Poor who thus 
honour Jeſus Chriſt in his poor and humble 
Birth, an“ who ſuffering with mim here ſhall 
reign with him hereafter. But not only to 
the Poor but alſo the Rich Chrift ſpeaks from 
his Manger. He tells the Rich they muſt 
not contemn nor deſpiſe the Poor whom he 
ſtiles his Brethren. That they muſt not 
abuſe their Riches to maintain Vanity, nou- 
riſh Pride and indulge Extravagance and Exe 
ceſs ; but fo uſe the 90 od Things they 
have with Moderation and Thankfulneſs, to 
help and aſſiſt the Poor, and to honour him 
by cloathing the Naked, giving Meat to the 
Hungry, and Drink to the Thirſty, eſpecially 
at this holy Time, that the Poor thus chari- 


tably reliev'd and comforted may equally re- 
Joice and feel the Bleſſings of Chriſtmas. 
Theſe are the practical Leſſon we are taught, 


and by ſuch Reflections we are to diſpoſe 
ourſelves for celebrating the Birth of Chriſt 
according to the Spirit and Intention of the 
Church, and then ſhell have our Part in the 
Mercies of this holy Feſtival 
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ASPIRATIONS 


O Jeſus my dear Redeemer | I adore thee 
lying in a Manger, and ſuffering all this Po- 
verty and Hardſhip. I adore thee, O divine 
Infant, true God ! I adore thee with tranſ- 
ports of Love and Admiration. Hail ſweet 
feſus! Praiſe, Honour and Glory be to thee, 
O Chriſt, who didſt not refuſe to be born 
in the coldeſt Seaſon of the Year, and to be 
laid in a Manger, and to be fed with the 
Milk of thy Virgin Mother's Breaſt. I adore 
thee, O my ſweet Redeemer, King of Hea- 
ven and Earth, All hail moſt beautiful and 
charming Infant! Hail ſweet Jeſus thou moſt 
high God! Hail Prince of Peace, Light of 
the Gentiles, and deſired Saviour! Grant 
that I may be poor in Spirit before thee, that 
I may be truly humble, and patiently bear 
all Hardſhips and Sufferings for love of thee. 

O Jeſus who for my fake didſt deſcend 
from thy royal Throne above into this Val- 
ley of Miſery, and woulꝗſt become Man and 
take upon thee my frail Nature, chuſe my 
Heart for thy Hal itation where thou mayſt 
wel! by Love. Adore and enrich it with all ſpi- 
ritual Graces, and fo totally poſſeſs it that no 
Creature may rival thee, or ſhare in its Love. 

O that 
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that by profound Humility and ardent Love, 
I might invite thee to come unto me, and 
being come might retain and keep thee. 

Glory be to thee, O Chriſt, whom thy Vir- 
gin did bring forth in a Stable, and being 
brought forth did adore with great Humility 
and Love. O that by new Fervour of Spirit 
thou mighteſt be daily brought forth in my 
Heart, and that I may daily burn and be in- 
flam'd with the Love of thee ! 
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A $OLILO QU Y 
For or Chrifimas-Ere in the Evening. 


Or pious Breathings of 2 devout-Soul 
Entertaining herſelf with Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Manger. 


J. 
8 Hef the Lord while he may be found: call up- 
k 


on him while he is near, Iſaias v. Theſe are 
the Words of the Prophet Jaias admoniſhing 
us to ſeek the Lord. O my Soul! Let us 
hearken to them, and prepare ourſelves to 
ſeek the Lord. But where ſhall I ſeek him? 
Where ig he to be found? In Bethlehem, 
There he is born. This Day is born a Savi- 
our Chriſt the Lord. He is near, he has ta- 
ken upon him our Humanity ; he is near; 
he is with us. Let us call upon him. Let us 
join with all his faithful Servants and haſten 
to this Grand Solemnity, for this is that 
facred Night wherein Jeſus Chriſt was born 
of the B. Virgin Mary. Riſe. then, O my 
Soul! Shake off all Sloth and Drowſineſs: 
riſe and in Prayer and Watching prepare 


yourſelf to boi the Lord. Chriſt our 
King, 


* 
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King, Chriſt our Lord is come, let us haften 
to adore and proſtrate ourſelves before him. 
Let us ſing and rejoice with the Angels and 
Archangels. Let us rejoice with all the Juſt, 
and ſing aloud Hymns of Praiſe to the God 
of our Salvation. The Lord is with us, fear 
not. God is come in our Fleſh, and he 
who by his Divinity is never abſent from us, 
is now alſo preſent with us in his Humanity. 
Come then, O my Soul! and ſing to the 
Lord; ſing a new Song, for he has truly 
wrought Wonders this Day. Let us lift up 
our Hearts and Hands and give Praiſe to his 
Glory. Away all Sorrow and Grief! put on, 
my Soul! the Garments of Joy and Glad- 
neſs. Watch in this holy Night as in a clear 
Day. Let us offer to God the Vows of our 
Hearts and the Sacrifice of our Lips. The 
Lord is with us. He is in the Stable of Beth- 
lehem, bow down and adore him. Stand re- 
verently by the Manger, be not tired, but 

ſing to him with Alacrity and Fervour. _ 
Ah my Soul! Can we be drowſy, or fleep 
while the Angels are ſinging in Heaven, and 
the Voice of Praiſe reſounds from on high? 
{hall we indulge ourſelves in our Beds, and 
not riſe in this holy Night, when every thing 
is filled with Joy ? This Night the true Light 
ſhines upon the World that he may illuminate 
every one who believes in him, Hg the 
G5 Angels 
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Angeis and Archangels rejoice, and all holy 
Souls exult in ſpiritual Gladneſs. Behold ! 
this Night is turn'd into a bright and elear 
Day, becauſe Jeſus the true Light is riſen 
and ſhines upon all thoſe who fit in Darkneſs 
and in the Shades of Death. O truly happy 
Night illuminated with the Nativity of Jeſus 
the true Light! O bleſſed Night wherein the 
Son of God appears cloath'd with our Humani- 
ty! O happy and glorious Nativity which has 
thus chang'd the Curſe pronounc'd upon our 
firſt Parents into fo great a Bleſling ! O ad- 
mirable Night wherein Chriſt is born for 
the Redemption of Mankind! Blefled for 
ever be the ſacred and undivided Trinity by 
whoſe Wiſdom and Goodneſs Man is reftor'd 
to Happineſs. Let us adore and praiſe God 
the Father of Heaven who did thus ſend his 
beloved Son into the World that the World 
might be ſaved by him. Let us adore and 
praiſe God the Son who for us Men and for 
our Salvation did come down from Heaven, 
and aſſumed our human Nature. Let us adore 
and praiſe God the holy Ghoſt, by whom was 
wrought the glorious Myſtery of our Saviour's 
Incarnation. O ſacred and ever bleſſed Tri- 
nity to thee be Honour and Glory for ever 
and ever, World without End. Amen. 
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II. 


Let us go my Soul! To Bethlehem let us 
go with the devout Shepherds and adore Je- 
ſus in the Manger. But, O Heavens! O 
Earth ! What do I here behold? Jeſus the 
Son of God lying upon a little Straw in a 
Stable between an Ox and Aſs, without Help, 
with none to aſſiſt him and his Virgin Mo- 
ther. Powers of Heaven! where are you? 
Why do you not deſcend to puniſh theſe in- 
hoſpitable brutiſh People of Bethlehem, who 
with cruel hard Hearts abandon Mary and 
her divine Infant, and leave them thus without 
Aſſiſtance? At leaſt, O ye Angels and Arch- 
angels, Cherubim and Seraphim, a!l ye bleſſed 
Spirits above! haſten to come and pay your 
Devoirs to your great Lord and Maſter. Be 
you his Domeſticks here on Earth, as you 
are conſtant Attendants about his Throne in 
Heaven. Let us alſo, O my Soul, enter this 
Habitation, it is truly the Houſe of God and 
Gate of Heaven. Let us here take up our 
reſting Place and ſtay with Jeſus and Mary. 
It is better to remain in this Stable than to 
dwell in the gilded Palaces of Kings. Behold 
where the Manger is plac'd, and wherein lies 
the incarnate Son of God, and great Crea- 
tor of the World, proſtrate yourſelf at his 
adorable 
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adorable Feet, and lay open to him all your 
Wants. He will hear and receive your 
Prayers, -and accept the devout Praiſes you 
render to him. 

O Jeſus ! Divine Infant! My Lord and 
my God! Permit me to remain here with 
thee and thy Virgin Mother. May I here 
loſe myſelt in the Contemplation of thy won- 
derful Love and Bounty] Permit me, dear 
Lord, with utmoſt Reſpect humbly to aſk 
what is the Cauſe of this myſterious Proceed- 
ing ? Do'ſt thou lye under any Neceſſity thus 
to humble thyſelf, thus to annihilate thyſelf ? 
Ah no; it is for my ſake, and for Love of 
me. It is to redeem, me, that thou com- 
eſt in this poor and humble Manfſer. It is 
to raiſe me from the moſt abject low Condi- 
tion to the higheſt and moſt exalted Station. 
What Love and Gratitude ought this to pro- 
duce in my Heart? How ought I to love and 
Praiſe thee my God, who haſt thus loved me: 
Accept, dear Lord, of this ſmall Return I now 


make, by giving and offering to thee my 


Heart, my Body, and my Soul, with all 
that I am and have. All which proſtrate 
before thy ſacred Crib, I dedicate to thy 
Love and Service, for to thee every Thing 
I have is moſt juſtly and only due. 


CHRIST. 


(157) 


CHRISTMAS-DAY. 


| = HE Solemnity of Chriſt's Nativity is one 
of the molt Antient Feſtivals of the 
Church, and was kept on the 25th of December, 
always in the Latin or Weſtern Churches, the 
Cuſtom of the Orientals or Greek Church 
ſeems to have been different and varions in this 
Regard, or as to the Day on which they cele- 
brated this Feſtival, yet by degrees they came 
to a Conformity to the Latins, and Chriſtmas- 
Day to be, as it now is, univerſally obſerv'd 
on the 25th of December. It appears by a Ser- 
mon of St. t erz to the People of Anti- 
och on the Feaſt of the Nativity cited by Fa- 
ther Thomaſſine, in his Treatiſe of the Feaſts of 
the Church, Lib. ii. C. 6. that it was then about 
ten Years ſince the eaſtern Church had begun 
to conform to the Weſtern in this Point, and 
the ſame holy Father gives ſome Reafons 
why Chriſtmas ſhould be kept on the 25th of 
December, and why the Latins were more ex- 
act and true in their Obſervations, than the 
Greets. He ſays that it was in the Month of 
Septemler that Zacharias had the Viſion in the 
Temple, and that his Wife S. Elizabeth con- 
ceived, and that ſix Months afterwards the An- 
gel Gabriel was ſent to the B. Virgin to declare 
to her che Myſtery of the Incarnation of — 
On 
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Son of God in her Womb, which muſt have 
been in Marcb, and conſequently our Saviour's 
Birth nine Months afterwards muſt have been 
in December. St. Chry/oſtome further obſerves, 
that the Church of Rome might more caſily 
come to the Knowledge of the true Day of 
Chriſt's Nativity, and other Churches learn it 
from her, becauſe it was in the beginning of 
that Enrollment made in Judea by Quirinus 
urſuant to the Orders of Auguſtus Cæſar. 
Which ſort of Acts and publick Tranſactions 
were always kept at Rome with very great 
ExaQneſs and Care. 

Whatever Difference there might have been 
among theſe antient particular Churches as 
to the Day or Time of obſerving this Feſti- 
val, all agreed in this, that it was a Day to be 
celebrated with very great Solemnity and 
Devotion, which en and Piety the 
Church deſires now to inſpire and conſerve 
in us: having therefore allow'd us ſome re- 
ſpite after our midnight Devotions, ſhe calls 
us up in the Morning to join again with her 


in praiſing and gloritying God for his won- 


derful Goodneſs to us, ſo conſpicuous in the 
Birth of Jeſus Chriſt. The Goſpel faid at the 
ſecond Maſs will afford excellent Matter for 
our pious Meditations and Reflections in our 


Morning Devotions this ſacred and holy Day. 


At 


( 159 ) 


At the ſecond Maſs on Chriſimas-day. 


The GOSPEL, St. Zuke ii. 15. 
AND it came to paſs, after the Angels 


departed from them into Heaven, the 
Shepherds ſaid one to another: Let us go 
over to Bethl:hem; and let us fee this Word, 
that is made which the Lord hath ſhewed to 
us. 16. And they came with haſte; and 
they found Mary and Jaſeph, and the Infant 
lying in the Manger. 17. And ſeeing they 
underſtood the Word that had been ſpoken 
to them concerning this Child. 18. And 
all that heard wonder'd at thoſe Things that 


were told them by the Shepherds. 19. But 


Mary kept all theſe Words pondering them 
in her Heart. 20. And the Shepherds re- 
turn'd glorifying and praiſing God for all the 
Things they had heard and ſeen as it was 
told unto them. | 


RKEFLECTT FOe 


Admirable and inſtructive Conduct of theſe 

_ devout Shepherds, as related in this Goſpel, 
and from whence we may learn what will be 
highly profitable and advantageous to us ! 
Let us in the firſt Place conſider their Fide- 
lity 
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lity and Devotion. The Angel told them, 
that the Saviour of the World was born, and 
that they ſhould find him wrap'd in ſwadling 
Cloaths and lying in a Manger. They be- 
liev'd what was ſaid to them, without enquir- 
ing any further, and the Angel having left 
them, they ſaid to one another, Let us. go 
to: Bethlabem. They went immediately, they 
did not make any Excuſes, nor aſk'd who 
would take Care of their Flocks; without 
any concern, for them they haſten'd to ſee 
the Saviour of the World. Inſtructive Ex 
ample teaching us to pay a ready and prompt 
Obedience to the Calls of God, and to be- 
lieve what he ſays to us, and not to let our 
worldly Affairs and Concerns fo take up our 
Thoughts and Attention, as to neglect the 
Buſineſs of our Souls. Theſe Shepherds were 
poor Men, and oblig'd to attend their Flocks 
Night and Day to preſerve them from Dan- 
ger, yet no ſooner did they hear of the Birth 
of the promis'd Saviour, but laying aſide all 
other Thoughts and Concerns they invited 
one another to go and adore him. However 
we may be obliged to mind our temporal Bu- 
ſineſs, and to labour for the Neceflary ſupport 
of Life, we muſt find ſome time to ſerve 
God, and to provide for our Souls. We 
mult pay a Viſit ſometimes to our Saviour, 
and treat with him about our ſpiritual Con- 
cerns, This we ought particularly to do on 


Days 
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Days coniſecrated to his, holy Service, not 
with Coldneſs and Indifterency, but with 
Leal and Fervour. And, can we do this at 
any more proper Scaſon than this preſent 
holy Time ? Chriſt comes now from Heaven 
to ſeek us, and it is but juſt we ſhoyl".go 
to meet him. Let us lay aſide at preſent'the 
Afﬀairs of the World, and ſuſpend our tem- 
poral Concerns to pay him our Duty of Ho- 
mage and Adoration ; to negle& this, is to 
ſhow ourſelves ſtrangely inſenſible of what he 
has done for us. Let us go then with the 
Shepherds and adore him, giving him Thanks 
for his Goodneſs to us. He himſelf now calls 
us by the Voice of his Spouſe the Church 
ſpeaking to us by her Miniſters, who declare 
to us the Myſteries of this Feſtival, and tell 
us what we muſt do to celebrate it as we 
ought, and to proſit by it. 

The Shepherds being arriv'd at Bethlehem 
found the Infant in the Manger with Mary 
bis Mother, as the Angel had told them. 
Their Labour was not loſt, nor their H 
deceived. God is true in all his Promiſes, 
and will be found by all who ſeek him as 
they ought, and deſire to find him. If we 
ſeek Jeſus and find him not, it is becauſe we 
do not ſeck him in a proper Manner. In 
vain we ſeek to find Jeſus in the Pride and 
Vanity of the World. In vain we ſeek after 
him in a fond inordinate deſire of Riches, Ho- 

nours 
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nours and Pleaſures. Tho' he is the ſove- 
reign King of Heaven and Earth, he does 
not chuſe to reſide with proud ambitious 
Courtiers. He has no Commerce with the 
Men of Pleaſure and Gallants of this World. 
When he came into the World, he ſought 
not a Lodging in a Palace, but was content 
with a Stable, and choſe the Manger for his 
Cradle. He was born of a poor humble 
Virgin eſpouſed to a poor Carpenter, and all 
his Life-time convers'd with, and among the 
Poor, and choſe for his Diſciples poor Fiſh- 
ermen. If we deſire then to find Jeſus, we 
muſt ſeek him in Humility and in Poverty of 
Spirit in the midſt of thoſe Riches, or that 
AMuence his Bounty beſtows upon us. We 
muſt ſeek him in a Contempt of the World, 
and in the Way of the Croſs. All other 
ways lead from Jeſus, and not to him. The 
Evangeliſts ſay the Shepherds coming to 
Bethleh:m, and finding Jeſus in the Manger 
underſtood the Word that had been ſpoken to 
them concerning him. They underſtood that 
Myſtery which was hidden from the Wiſe 
and Prudent of the World, the proud Scribes 
and Phariſees. They underſtood that he was 
the long expected Redeemer, who was come 
to ſave his People from their Sins. This was 
the happy Effect of their Fidelity and Devo- 
tion, and for this they return'd praiſing and 
glorifying God. If we ſeek Jeſus _—_ the 

ame 
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ſame Faith and Devotion he will likewiſe 
manifeſt himſelf to us, and we ſhall both 
know and find him to be our Saviour and 
Redeemer. 

Another inſtructive Circumſtance to be ta- 
ken Notice of in the Behaviour of theſe de- 
vout-Shepherds is, what is recorded of them 
in their Return from Bethlehem, where having 
ſeen the Child Jeſus they return'd praiſing and 
glorifying God for what they had ſeen and 
heard. They went, not to ſatisfy an idle 
Curioſity, but with a Deſire to be inform'd 
and to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 
which having found, they did not hide or 
keep it to themſelves, but declar'd to every 
one what they had heard and ſeen, and pub- 
lifk'd abroad the Wonders that had been 
manifeſted to them. True Charity keeps not 
the Good it poſſeſſes to itſelf, but is commu- 
nicative, and deſires that others may partici- 
pate of it. Let us imitate theſe good Shep- 
herds, and praiſe God for the Favours he has 
done us, eſpecially thoſe which are ſpiritual 
and Regard our Sonls. Let us give him 
Thanks, and glorify. him for manifeſtinghimſelf 
to us, and bringing us to the Knowledge of 
the Chriſtian Faith, while ſo many thouſands, 
fuch great Numbers, remain in Ignorance and 
Error. It was a great Happineſs for theſe 
poor Shepherds to be inform'd of Chriſt's 
Birth, and to ſee him in the Manger, while 

he 
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he was unknown to, and unſought for by, 
the high Prieſts, the Scribes, and Phariſees. 
They: were ſenſible of the Favour done to 
them, and ſhew'd their Gratitude by praiſ- 
ing and plorifying God. Let us make our 
Gratitude appear by dutiful Returns of Love 
and Obedience. , Herein we muſt do as the 
B. Virgin did, who kept all thoſe Words ſhe 
had heard pondering them in her Heart. We 
mult not content ourſelves with an external 
Appearance of ſolemnizing Chriſt's Nativity, 
and think that fufficient. There is ſomething 
more requir'd for a Chriſtmas Duty. We 
muſt ſeriouſly confider and Meditate upon 
what we read and hear at this time concern- 
ing Chriſt's Birth, and why he came into the 
World, that what we read and hear may 
prove Seed ſown upon good Ground, and bring 
forth Fruit in Abundance in a holy Life and 
Converſation, whereby it may appear that 
Chriſt is ſpiritually born in our Souls. Where 
this is the happy Fruits of commemorating 
Chriſt's Nativity it will be to us indeed a hap- 
py Chriſtmas, and we ſhall have reaſon to re- 
joice with the Angels in Heaven, and with 
the Church upon Earth on this truly great and 
holy ſolemnity of Chriſt's Birth, the Memory 
of which ought to be conftantly preferv'd, 
that we may never forget what he has done 
for us, nor what Returns we ought to make 


him for his Love and Goodneſs to us. 
A281 
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O divine Infant Jeſus ! My great and So— 
vereign Lord and Maſter ! How doſt thou 
vail all thy Glory and Majeſty under the Po- 
verty of thy humble Birth in a Stable! Lying 
in a Manger thou doſt reveal thyſelf to the 
Poor and Humble, and doſt hide thyſelf from 
the Proud and Haughty. Vouchſafe to re- 
veal thyſelf to me. Teach me to be truly 
humble, make me to love thy Poverty, and 
to follow thee in thy Humiliations and Con- 
tempts. O that I might eſteem it all my 
Happineſs to become like thee, poor, mean, 
and unregarded by the World! Thou waſt 
ſo dear Jeſus. Thou art my Lord, and I am 
thy ſervant. Thou art my Maſter, and I 
am thy Diſciple, and haſt thou not ſaid : Ve 
ſervant is not greater than his Lord, nor the 
Diſciple above his Maſter ? Shall I then refuſe 
to be humble, and ſeek for the Riches and 
Grandeur of this World? Can] ſee thee in a 
poor Stable, and he troubled, if I have not a 
fine Houſe or Lodgings? Can I ſee thee in 
thy tender Infancy labouring under ſo great 
Neceſſity and Want, and, myſelf repine and 
murmur if I enjoy not Superfluity and Abun- 
dance? O Jeſus! permit me not to be fo 
unlike to thee, while I pretend to be thy Diſ- 


ciple. 
O Light! 
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O Light! true Light of the World ! who 
enlightens every one who comes into the 
World. Enlighten my Underſtanding that I 
may know thee: Open my Eyes that I may 
ſee thee, and touch my Heart that I may love 
thee. I ſee thee, O Jeſus! a new born Child, 
and I know thee, and acknowledge thee to 
be God. I ſee thee a weeping Infant, and 
know thee to be the great Creator of Heaven 
and Earth. I know all this to be the Effect 
of thy Love to me. O grant that I may love 
thee again! 


6167) 
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Chriſtmas-Day in the Morning 
1 


R. Ejaice O Daughter of Sion] fear not: le- 
Lold thy King cometh to thee, St. Matt. xxi. 
Rejoice, O niy Soul]! Rejoice, and let vs be 
g lad at this ſacred and holy Time. Behold ! 
Jeſus our Saviour and our King comes from 
Heaven to Earth, veſted with our human 
Nature and made like unto us. Go forth 
then to meet him in a "Tranſport of Joy and 
Admiration. . Let us join with the devout 
Shepherds, and make one in their holy Com- 
pany, Go to Bethl:hem, and with them fee 
and adore this great King of Heaven and 
Earth: there beho!d thy Lord and thy God, 
thy Creator and Redeemer. Contemplate 
bim coming to thee poor, meck and hum- 
ble. He makes his entrance into this World 
cloathed witn our Infrmities, and expoſed to 
all our Miſeries. Behold thy King cometh 
not an earthly Prince, not a woridly Mo- 
narch, but the King of Heaven, eternal, im- 
mortal, He comes, not to reign in the 
World as a temporal! Prince, but to fave the 
World 


2 
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World by dying for it. He comes, not in 
Pomp and Grandeur, but in Poverty, Humi- 
lity and Meeknefs, - He comes, not that he 
may be fear'd, but be loved; not that he may 
frighten Sinners from him and terrify them 
with his Power, but that he may draw them 
to him by his Love. | 

How happy are we, O my Soul! in the 
Bleſſings which this Day ſhowers down upon 
the Sons of Adam! Jeſus Chriſt comes out 
of his great Love and Charity to fave us and 
to find us who were loſt, His Love and our 
Miſeries make him come. He comes to ſave 
us from our Sins, to inſtruct our Ignorance, 
and to ſhew us the way of Truth. He comes 
to aſſiſt our Weakneſs, and to draw our Minds 
from the Love of this World to that of Hea- 
ven, to fill us with all Good, and to free us 
from all Evil. He comes to give us eternal 
Happineſs in the Enjoyment of himſelf; and 
that we might rejoice, he weeps; that we may 
become rich, he makes himſelf poor; that 
we might reign in Heaven, he comes down 
to Earth for this it is that this Lord and King 
now cometh unto thee. 

O adorable Jeſus moſt worthy to be be- 
loved! My King and my God! Thou art 
my only beloved whom I defire above all 
Things, and to whom I owe all that I am 
and have. I know and firmly believe that 


it is for my ſake thou art thus come, — 


may the more eaſily * our Affections to 
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haſt thus humbled thyſelf. Thou haſt done 
all this for my ſake, and out of immenſe Love 


and Charity to me. How much am I bound 


to love thee, to praiſe, magnify and give 
thanks to thee! O Love! divine Love ! how 
powerful art thou! Love, dear Saviour of my 
Soul ! has brought thee from Heaven, and laid 
thee in a Manger; and my Love, poor, weak, 
and little as it is, brings me now to wait upon 
and adore thee, and with the Angels and Shep- 
herds to viſit and praiſe thee. 


IL 

How different, O my Soul, is this divine 
Infant from what he here ſeems to be! We 
behold a ſmall, delicate and tender Body, weep- 
ing, helpleſs, lying upon a little Straw, and 
yet he is the eternal Son of his eternal Father, 
the Splendor of his Glory and expreſs Image 
of his Subſtance, He is God, infinite, Al- 
mighty, the Joy of the Bleſſed, and the De- 


light of thoſe who love him, the Happineſs 


of thoſe who deſire him, and the Source of 
endleſs Bliſs to thoſe who poſſeſs him. How 
little and yet how great is the new-born Son 
of this Virgin Mother, Bleſſed Mary, and the 
only begotten Son of God the Father, full of 
Grace and Truth ! O wonderful! O admira- 
ble and myſterious Proceeding of Love! He 
putteth himſelf in this Condition that he 


him. 
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him. He invites all to come to him; ever 
| one may have free Acceſs to him, and all 
may be united to him by Love. Let us draw 
near to him, my Soul | Who more beautiful, 
more amiable than this divine Infant thus 

| lying in a Stable? who more noble, greater 
ö or more deſerving? The Heavens are his, the 
N Earth is his, the Sea and all that is therein are 
his, all being the Work of his Hands. This 
Day is his. This is the Day which he the 
Lord has made, and this is the Day which 
has made the Lord. On this Day the Word 
is made Fleſh, and is come to dwell among us, 
This is the Day which the Lord has made, let 
us be glad and rejoice therein. What more 
proper Entertainment for this ſacred and joy- 
ful Time, than to ſing and rejoice with the 
Angels of Heaven? And yet let us weep with 
ity for this Infant Jeſus, ſuffering ſo much 
ardſhip, and ſhedding Tears for us in this 
Crib. | 
O my adorable Saviour, ſweeteſt Infant 
Jens! will do both. I will join my Tears 
o thine. Let me weep over the Miſeries 
and Hardſhips thou doſt ſuffer, and let me 
weep and mourn for my Sins, the Cauſe of all 
thy Miſeries and Sufferings. I will alſo re- 
joice and be glad, becauſe thou art come, O 
my Redeemer, to ſave me from eternal Miſe- 
I will rejoice with the Angels and will 
praiſe thee. I will ſay with thy holy Prophet 
3 Abaccuc, 
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Abaccuc, I will rejoice in the Lord, and be 
glad in God my Feſus. I will ſpend this Day 
in a holy Joy. I will praiſe thee, O my be- 
loved, By ſing a Hymn of Tbankſ wing to 
thee, 1 will join — Heart and Voice to 
the Choirs of Heaven and ſing aloud, Glory 
be to God in the higheſt, and with the Hebrew 
Children ſay, Bleſſed is be that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord : Hoſanna in the bigheft. 
Thou art he, O divine Infant Jeſus! who 
comeſt in the Name of the Lord, and art 
thyſelf the Lord moſt high. Thou art the 
Son of David Thou art the King of [/rael, 
who cometh to ſave and redeem us. To thee 
be all Honour and Glory with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, World without End. 


Amen. 


CHRISTMAS-DAY 
in the Evening. 


Hing , in Part, diſcharg'd the Duties of 

this great and holy Day by our private 
Devotions and Meditations, and by aſſiſting 
at the publick Ofices of the Church, let us 
cloſe the Devotions of this Feſtival by ſome 
further and devout Reflections on the My ſte- 
ries and Mercies we have celebrated. The 
Goſpel ſaid at the third Maſs of this Day 
will afford excellent Matter for our Evening 


Mentions. 
H 2 At 


(172 ) 
At the Third Maſs on Chri/imas- Day. 


The GOSPEL, St. Jobn i. 1. 


JN the beginning was the Word, and the 
4 Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2. The ſame was in the Beginning 
with God. 3. All Things were made by him: 


and without him was made nothing that was 


made. 4. In him was Life, and the Life 
was the Light of Men. 5. And the Light 
ſuineth in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs did 
not comprehend it. 6. There was a Man 
ſent from God whoſe Name was John. 7. 
This Man came for a Witneſs: to give 


Teſtimony of the Light, that all Men might 


believe through him. 8. He was not the 
Light, but was to give Teſtimony of the 
Light. 9g. That was the true Light, which 


 enlighteneth every Man that cometh into this 


World. 10. He was in the World, and the 
World was made by him, and the World 
knew him not. 11. He came into his own, 
and his own received him not. 12, But as 
many as received him, he gave them Power 
to be made the Sons of God, to them that 
bel:eve in his Name. 13. Who are born 
not of Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, 

nor 
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nor of the Will of Man, but of God. 14. 
And the Word was made Fleſh; and dwelt 
among us (and we ſaw his Glory, the Glory 
as it were of the only begotten of the Father) 
full of Grace and Truth. 


REFLECTIONS, 


In this holy Goſpel is propos'd to our ſeri- 
ous Conſideration the admirable and ineffa- 
ble Myſtery of the divine Word made Fleſh, 
A Myſtery to be conſider'd with great Devo- 
tion and Attention, The increated Word, 
the eternal Son of God the Father, coequal 
and co-eternal with the Father, and before all 
Time. This Word by whom all Things 
were made, now made Fleſh, veſted with 
our Humanity, and become true Man. Let us 
conſider this adorable Myftery, not with a 
vain Curioſity, or to enquire how this can be, 
but with an humble Faith, and a firm Belief 
of it, and from thence to raiſe in our Hearts 
and Souls the moſt fervent Affections of De- 
votion, Love, and Praiſe, and Adoration. To 
believe and adore is our Duty, but to en- 

uire curiouſly is a criminal Raſhneſs and 
| — He who will ſearch into inſcru- 
table Maje/ty, ſhall le oppreſt by the Glory of 
it. Prov. xxv. We may truly admire the 
wonderful Goodneſs of God in this Myſtery, 
and cry out with the Royal Pſalmiſt, How 
H 3 wonderful 


174 At the third Maſs on Chri/tmas-Day. 


wonder ful are thy Works, O Lord! Pſalm 
cxxxvi. Truly wonderful! The Word is 
made Fleſh, God Man. The human Na- 
ture is join'd to the divine; Jeſus Chriſt 
is born, true God and true Man. True 
God, the only Son of God the Father, equal 
God, and one with him, True Man, born 
of the B. Virgin Mary. He is God of the 
Subſtance of his Father begotten before all 
* Worlds: And Man of the Subſtance of 
* his Mother born in the World. Perfect 
God and perfect Man: of a rational Soul 
* and human Fleſh ſubſiſting. Equal to the 
Father according to his Divinity. Leſs 
than the Father according to his Humanity. 
© Who tho' he be God and Man, yet is not 
« two, but one Chriſt. One, not by Con- 
« verſion of the Divinity into Fleſh, but by 
* the Aſſumption of the Humanity into God. 
* One altogether not by Confuſion of Sub- 
« ſtance; but by Unity of Perſon. For as 
« a rational Soul and Fleſh is one Man, ſo 
« God and Man is one Chriſt.“ Who this 
Day came into the World that we might 
become the adoptive Sons of God, by believ- 
ing in his Name. O Altituds! O the Depth of 
the Riches of the Wiſdom and of the Knowledge 
of God ! how incomprehenſible are his Tudg- 
ments, and unſearchable bis Ways ! Rom. xi. 
This is that divine Word which, as St. 
Fobn ſays, is the true Light which enlightens 


 * Athan, Creed, 


every 


At the third Maſs on Chriſtmas-Day. 275 


one. He came into the World not 
only to ſave us from Sin, but alſo to enlighten 
our Underſtanding with the Knowledge of 
Truth. To be a Light unto our Feet, and 
@ Lanthorn to our Paths, Pſalm cxviii. that 
we might ſee our way to him, and walk ſe- 
curely in his holy Las, He came to en- 
lighten our Underſtanding to Belief in him, 
and to inflame our Will that we might love 
and obey him, ſerving him in Holineſs and 
Juſtice all our Days, St. Luke i. We muſt 
not think our Duty conſiſt only in a Belief of 
this Myſtery, or in Faith alone without good 
Works. We ſhall never celebrate this Feſti- 
val, nor Honour the Nativity of Chriſt as we. 
ought, if we content ourſelves with believing 
it, or with a little outſide Shew of Devotion, 
and go no further. Our Hearts muſt be 
touch'd with a Senſe of what God has done 
for us, and of our great Obligations to him, 
and this muſt have an Influence upon our 
Lives and Actions, otherwiſe we ſhall be of 
the Number of thoſe to whom this Light 
ſhines, and they comprehend it not, becauſe 
they will not, bnt ſhut their Eyes that they 
may not ſee it. Such are all thoſe Chriſtians 
who pretend to believe the Incarnation and 
Birth of Chriſt, 2nd that he came into the 
World to deſtroy Sin, yet by their wicked and 
ſinfu! Lives contradict what they ſay, diſho- 
nour their holy Proteſſion, and deprive them- 

ſclves 
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ſelves of all the Mercies deſign'd them by the 
Coming of our Saviour, God was made Man, 
as St, Auguſtin obſerves, that Men might be- 
come the Sons of God and Children of Light, 
by walking worthy of the Light. To this 
Purpoſe- is Saint Leo's Exhortation, 4 O 
« Chriſtian Soul acknowledge thy Dignity, 
« and now thou art rais'd to a Participation 
« of the divine Nature, ſcorn to degenerate, 
« or return by Sin to thy former Baſeneſs.“ 
Serm. i. de nat, 

From a ſerious Conſideration of what this 
divine Word has done for us will appear the 
criminal Ingratitude of not making a right 
uſe of his Mercies. Of this St. Fohn ſpeaks 
when he ſays, this divine Word was in the 
IWorld, and the World knew him not; he came 
into his own, and his own received him not. 
St. John i. He came into the World which 
he had made with great Humility, and the 
World full of Pride would not know him, 
or regard him. He came into his on Land, 

to his own People, his favourite Nation, and 
they would not receive, or acknowledge him. 
The haughty proud Jews, who vainly flatter'd 
themſelves with a glorious temporal Meſſias, 
would not receive the divine Jeſus coming in 
Poverty and Humility. They would not own 
him lying in a Stable, the Son of an humble 
Virgin eſpoug'd to a poor Carpenter. But not 
only the Jews thus ſhow'd their Ingratitude; 

| 0 there 
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there are Chriſtians, alas! and too many 
of them equally jngrateful to the holy Jeſus, 
and will not receive him into their Hearts. 
Their Pride ſhuts him out, and will not 
give Admittance to his Humility, Their 
Ambition and immoderate Love of Riches 
will not receive his Poverty. Their Love of 
Eaſe and Pleaſure refuſes to admit his Suffer- 
ings. Their Choler, Hatred, and Revenge 
have nothing to do with his Patience, Meek- 
neſs and Charity. Theſe, though he comes 
to them, receive him not; and, whatever they 
pretend, they know him not; nor will he 
manifeſt himſelf to them by his ſaving Grace 
white they thus refuſe to know him, but will 
"reject them as he did the proud Scribes and 
Phariſees among the Jews. Such Chriſtians 
ſhow, that tho' the Light is come into the 
World, they love Darkneſs rather than Light, 
becauſe their Works are evil, St. 2 ili. 
What Ingratitude this! What a Contempt 
of the Mercies of God!] how great an Injury 
to the Son of God made Man for us, and 
how ſevere a Puniſhment do all ſuch deſerve |! 
Let us not be guilty of the one, that we may 
not incur the other. Let us conclude the De- 
votions of this Day with ſerious Reſolutions to 
co-operate with the Grace of God manifeſted 
to us in the Myſtery of this great and holy 
Feſtiva!, that as Chriit was this Day born 
for us, he may be ſpiritually born in us, in 
our Souls, that we may ardently love him, 

and 
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and faithfully ſerve him in this World, and 
be happy with him for ever in the next. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O my Soul ! where are we? Are we not 
loſt in the Contemplation of this adorable 
Myſtery of Love and Goodneſs ? What Won- 
ders ! what Miracles of Bounty and Conde- 
ſcenſion appear in this Myſtery | The Word 
made Fleſh. What Greatneſs and Humility! 
what Power and Weakneſs! what Riches 
and Poverty are here | What a Conjunction, 
God and Man, Heaven and Earth ! O Lord! 
this is thy doing, and it is marvellous in our 
Eyes, 

O divine Word made Fleſh ! O Jeſus Son of 
God, and Son of the B. Virgin! I bow down 


and adore thee, I captivate my Underſtand- 


ing to the Obedience of Faith, and firmly 
believe that thou art true God and true Man. 
I believe thou art God before all Time, and 
that thou art Man born in Time, and for my 
ſake. O that I could but make ſome juſt 
Return of Love and Gratitude to thee for 
this great and inconceiveable Myſtery of 
Mercy and Goodneſs ! 

O Jeſus my adorable Saviour, who art 
come into the World to enlighten and teach 
us the true Way to Happineſs! Perfect, O 
my God, perfect what thou haſt begun, 


and 
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and make me both to know and to hear 
thee. Speak to me, dear Lord, and open 
my Ears to hear thy ſweet and charmin 
Voice. Let me not be deaf to thy divine 
Calls, nor turn my Back upon thee. Teach 
me the Way of Love, Humility, Patience, 
and that Meekneſs of which thou art in 
thy holy Infancy ſo bright an Example. 

O Chriſt, Son of the living God, and endleſs 
Source of all Good! O Jeſus full of Grace 
and Truth! fill my Heart with that Grace 
and Truth which I behold in thee, and 
with which thou comeſt to repleniſh the 
Earth, Wound my Heart with the ſweet 
Dart of thy Love, that Love which has 
thus brought thee from Heaven, and cloath- 
ed thee with my Fleſh. Love, dear Savi- 
our of Mankind! has wrought all theſe 
Wonders. Love has made thee become 
Man. O that the ſame divine Love might 
transform me into thee, that I may be all 
thine, and truly ſay, I live, not I, but 
thou in me, and I in thee. 

O ſovereign Bliſs of my Sou]! how am 
J tranſported to think that thou haſt made 
thyſelf Man for me, that I might become 
like unto thee, and be for ever happy with 
thee! O Word incarnate ! where can I be 
happy but with thee, and in thy Love? Can 
it be a queſtion, dear Lord! whether 1 1 a | 

ove 
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love thee? Can I doubt, or heſitate, tho? 
but for a Moment, whether all my Felicity 
and Happineſs is not in loving thee? No, 
Lord, I can never be happy but in loving 
thee, and, unleſs I love thee, I ſhall be for 
Ever miſerable. 


ASOLIL OQUY for 
Chriſtmas-Day in the Evening. 


: | I. 

© This is the Day which the Lord has made, 
let us be glad and rejoice therein, Pal. cxvii. 
Let us be glad and rejoice, O my Soul ! for 
this is the glorious Day which has brought 
true Life and Happineſs to all Mankind. 
'The divine Word is made Fleſh, and is 
come to dwell with us, and bring Peace to 
all the Earth. O come, let us rejoice to our 
Lord; let us {ing to the God of our Salva- 
tion. Ah my Soul ! if ever there was a juſt 
Occaſion for us to rejoice in this ſad Vale 
of Tears, this miſerable Place of Exile, now 
is the proper Seaſon, now is the happy 
Time. Let us join then our Heart and 
Voice to thoſe of the heavenly Choirs, _ 

wit 
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with them ſing aloud. Glory le to God in 
the higheſt, To this the Angels invite us, 
and tell the Reaſon; Betold, ſay then, 
we denounce to you Tidings of great 9h. O 
ye bleſſed Spirits of Heaven! what Joy ? 
Why ſhouid we rejoice? Hark! they fur- 
ther declare the Subject of this Joy. 7778 
Day is born to yu a Saviour. O charming 
Tidings! O happy News! the Saviour of 
the World is come, the long expected Meſ- 
ſias appears to redeem loſt Man, and to re- 
ſtore him to Happineſs. The eternal Son 
of God, God of God, true God of true God, 
vouchſafes to be born of a Virgin, and to 
be made Man. The Word is made Fleſh, 
and we celebrate his Nativity, let us be glad 
and rejoice therein. 

How wonderful, O my Soul, does the 
Goodneſs and Bounty of God to Man ap- 
pear ! When he firſt made Man it was by one 
ſingle Word of his omnipotent Power, With 
the ſame Facility and Eaſe he could have 
ſav'd us, but he would not redeem us at {© 
eaſy a Rate. That we might be the more 
ſenſible of his Love, to ſave us he ſpoke 
much, did more, and ſuffer'd moſt of all. 
To fave and redeem us he would humble 
himſelf to our low Earth, and all the Infir- 

ities of human Nature. He deſcended from 
Heaven where he was ador'd by the Cheru- 


bim and Seraphim, to become like us poor, 
I mean, 
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mean, and contemptible upon Earth. Tho? 
Infinity itſelf, we may here behold him re- 
duc'd as it were to a Span, and he who 
holdeth the Heavens in the Hollow of his 
Hands is here a weeping Infant, a ſmall help- 
le's Child. O ſtupendous Inſtance of Humi- 
lity and Love | Prodigy of Goodneſs exce d- 
Ing our utmoſt Capacity to comprehend ! 
myſterious Proceeding of divine Bounty, 
which the Angels adore in Extaſies of Love 
and Admiration, but cannot penetrate. 

O Jefus, my dear Redeemer ! with all the 
Powers of 'my Soul I praiſe and bleſs thee, 
and with all humble Affections of Love and 
Duty I bow down and adore thee. With a 
Heart full of Gratitude and Acknowledgment 
I deſire to approach thy Manger, and there 
contemplate and admire that Charity thou 
haſt ſhown to me. O my divine Jeſus ! my 
God! and my King! Thou art a King, 
but where is thy Palace? Where is thy 
Throne? where are thy Royal Robes, and 
where are thy Attendants? Ah my Soul ! 
Jeſus has no other Palace but a Stable, no 
better Throne than a Manger, no Robes but 
poor ſwaddling Cloths, and all his Attendants 
are his Virgin Mother and St. Jaſeph with 
the Ox and the Aſs. The Angels who de- 
clar'd his Birth are return'd to Heaven. And 
the Shepherds who came to ſee him are return'd 


to their Flocks, So that he is, in a Man- 


, ner, 
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ner, left alone unregarded, and neglected. 
But I will wait upon thee, dear Saviour ! 
1 will join myſelf to Mary and Jaſcpb, and 

will attend upon thee. Here I will re- 
main; nothing ſhall draw me from the Sta- 
ble, add I will abandon all Concerns and 
Pleaſures of this World that I may entertain 
myſelf with thee. 


II. 


But while we thus entertain ourſelves, O 
my Soul | at the Manger of Jeſus, and in 
the Stable of Bethleh:m, what Wonders do 
we behold ! a tender weeping lofagt, yet 
God the ſovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
who here conceals all his Glory and Majeſty, 
that we might approach to him without Fear, 
and treat familiarly with him. In Confidence 
of this his Bounty and Goodneſs draw near to 
him. If his Grandeur as God terrifies you, if 

our own Unworthinefs may juſtly make you 
apprehend, let his Bounty, his Sweetneſ:, as 
Saviour and his ardent Love draw you to him, 
He rejects no Man. He invites all, and every 
one has free Acce's to him. He puts himſelf 
in this Condition, that he might ſweetly draw 
us to him. I come then, O divine Infant! 
I adore thee, and will embrace thee as my 
ſovereign and only Goo, alone the true 
Life and Happineſs of my Soul. 

And now, what ſhall J further ſay, = 

od 
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God and my All]! divine incarnate Word! 
Redeemer of Mankind ! what ſhall I further 
ſay? Having endeavour'd to honour thee in 
this annual Commemoration of thy holy and 
humble Birth of the B. Virgin, may the M emory 
of this thy marvellous Bounty be deeply grafted 
on my Heart ! may I never forget what thou 
haſt done for me, nor be ungrateful to thy 
Love, and be pleas'd to accept of this ſmall 
Return I now make to thy Love, by offering 
to thee my Heart, my Body, and my Soul, 
with all that I am and have, all which I dedi- 
cate to thy Love and Service. May thy- 
Grace enable me to continue faithful to thee, 
and daily to love thee more and more, till at 
length I come happily to enjoy thee in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Amen, Amen, ſweet 


Jeſus, Amen. 
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